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Volume the Second. 


BOOK I 


Of AN I 


i. Of Mummies. 

Pomet. A MONGST all the Tefti- 
/ \ monies of Refpeft, which 
/ ^ Antiquity paid to the Bo¬ 
dies of the Deceas’d, that of 
a decent Burial was always in the moftEfteem; 
by which laft and pious Acknowledgment, 
they were willing to honour and preferve 
the Memory of thofe whofe Actions had 
recommended them in their Life-time, and 
perform’d a Work of Charity, tending to 
the Confolation of the Living, and the Peace 
and Repofe of the Dead. The wonder¬ 
ful Pyramids of Egypt , of which I fhall 
fpeak by and by; the Obelifks engrav’d and 
carv’d with fuch Pains and Induftry ; the 
Maufoleums; and, in fhort, all the rich and 
pompous Monuments, found throughout 
the World, are certain Proofs of the Piety 
and Regard of the Antients towards tlie 
Dead. But as there are feveral different Na¬ 
tions and different Religions, fo there are 
VOL. II. . 
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particular Cuftoms in paying their laft Re- 
fpedl to the Deceas’d. All the Elements have 
been Partakers of the Spoils of the Dead, the 
Earth not having been thought fufficient alone 
to take care of the Relicks. 

Hiftory informs us, that the Fire burnt and 
confum’d the Bodies of the Greeks , Romans , ' 
Gauls, Germans , and feveral other Nations: 
That there were a People who hung their 
dead Bodies in the Air, upon the Branches 
of Trees: That the old Inhabitants of the 
North found their Graves at the Bottom of the 
Ocean, as the ^Ethiopians in the Current of 
their Rivers; and that the People of the fro¬ 
zen Scythia were bury’d in the Snow. But 
the molt antient Kind of Burial was that of 
interring the Bodies, from whence we have 
Reafon to believe, that Adam himfelf was 
buried after this Manner. 

It was from the Jews that the Chriftians 
practis’d the. Interment of the Dead, making 
Pits or Graves in fubterraneous and re¬ 
tired Places, call’d Tombs, or Catacombs, 
and molt ufually Cemeteries, or Dormito- 

B ries. 
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ries, that is fleeping Places: But before Bu¬ 
rial they were embalm’d after a very curious 
Manner, as {hall be {hewn. The firft and 
moft coftly Kind of Embalming was valued 
at a Talent of Silver, which may be com¬ 
puted at about eight hundred and fifty Li¬ 
vers, at that time of Day; but reckon’d now 
would amount to eight thoufand Livres, or 
five hundred Pounds Sterling and upwards. 

This Embalming was us’d to none but Per- 
fons of the firft Quality. Three People were 
us’d to be employ’d in the Operation; one 
was a Kind of Defigner, or Overfeer, who 
marked out fuch Places of the Body as were 
to be opened to take out the Bowels. The 
next was a Difledtor, who, with a Knife, 
made of an Ethiopian Stone, cut the Flefh as 
much as was neceflary, and as the Law 
would permit, and immediately after fled 
away with all the Expedition imaginable; 
becaufe it was the Cuftom of the Relations 
and the Domefticks to purfue the Difle&or 
with Stones, and do him all the Inujries they 
could, treating him as an impious Wretch, 
and the worft of Men. After this Opera¬ 
tion, the E mb aimers, who were reckon’d as 
Holy Men, enter’d to perform their Offices; 
and began firft, fome to remove the Bowels 
in the upper Cavity, excepting the Heart and 
Reins; and others to cleanfe the lower Bel¬ 
ly, which they wafh’d with Palm Wine, or 
other aromatical Liquors; and during the 
Space of above thirty Days, they wafh’d the 
Body with Balfam, Gum, or Refin of Ce¬ 
dar, and fill’d it with Powder of Myrrh, 
Aloes, Indian Spikenard, Bitumen of Judaea, 
and other Things of the like Nature; but 
? they never us’d Frankincenfe , which we now 
call Olibanum ; either becaufe of the great 
Veneration they had for that Drugg, or by 
Reafon of its Scarcenefs. As to the Head, 
they us’d Iron Inftruments, which they 
thruft up the Noftrils, and pierced the Scull 
with, to draw from thence the Subftance of 
the Brain; and afterwards they fyring’d up 
precious and odoriferous Liquors. 

The fecond Sort of Embalming was rec¬ 
kon’d at half a Talent, which was us’d to 
the middle Sort of People, where they con¬ 
tented themfelves only to fyringe the Body, 
or make Injedtions of Water, or rather of 
a Decodtion made of Simples, or other 
Druggs, and Oil of Cedar; and afterwards, 


when the Body was thus prepar’d, to put it 
into Salt for feventy Days; after which 
Time they took it out, and having open’d 
the Hole, they drew out the Inteftines, which 
were almoft wholly confum’d. This done, 
they wrapt all the Body in Bandages of 
fine Linen dipp’d in Myrrh and Afphaltum ; 
and the Defigner , which they call’d the. 
Scribe , cover’d the Wrappings with a painted 
Cloth, whereon Was reprefented the Rites 
of their Religion in Hieroglyphick Charac¬ 
ters, and the Animals which the Dead lov’d 
moft. 

The Hijlory of the Beetle. 

The Principal of all thofe Animals, or that 
for which the Egyptians had moft Veneration, 
was the Beetle ; as well becaufe of its won¬ 
derful Birth or Produdfion, as from the A- 
nalogy or Refemblance they pretend this 
Animal has with the Sun, and the ftrange 
Inftindt in this Creature to continue its own 
Species. For this little Animal breeds with¬ 
out the Aid or Affiftance of any Female; 
for when the Male would produce, he feeks 
out the Dung of an Ox or Bull, and having 
found it, he forms a round Ball, of the Fi¬ 
gure of the World, which with his hind 
Feet he turns from Eaf to IVefl, and turning 
himfelf towards the Eajl, he imitates the 
Motions of the World. Having thus roll’d 
the Ball, he puts it in the Ground, and leaves 
it there twenty-eight Days, which is the 
Time that the Moon palles thro’ the Signs 
of the Zodiack; and during that Time he 
hatches the little Beetles in the Ball; and the 
twenty-ninth Day, which is the Day of the 
Conjundlion of the Moon with the Sun, and 
the Time Productions are made in Nature, 
this little Animals rolls its Ball into the Wa¬ 
ter, where it opens, and the Beetles get out. 
It is upon this Account fome fry, that it is 
made the Emblem of Birth, and the Sym¬ 
bol of Fathers; becaufe thefe Infedts have 
but one Father, and no Mother. They re- 
prefent alfo the World, becaufe of the Ball 
which they form and turn round ; and Man, 
becaufe there are none but Male Beetles. 
They are of feveral Kinds, but thofe for which 
the /Egyptians have the greateft Veneration, 
are fuch as have a Head like a Cat, accom¬ 
pany’d with Rays, which give Occafion to 

them 
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them to believe that thefe Animals have fome 
Analogy to the Sun; and the more, becaufe 
this Infe6t has thirty little Paws, made like 
Fingers, which reprefent the thirty Days that 
the Sun makes each Month in palling thro’ 
the Signs of the Zodiac. As to the other 
hieroglyphical Characters, the Hiftory of them 
is too tedious, but they may be feen in Father 
Kircher. 

The third Sort of Embalming was for the 
poorer People, which was made with a Mix¬ 
ture of Pitch , and Bitumen of ^fudaa ; or 
rather the Bodies were dry’d with Lime , or 
other Druggs of little Value ; and fometimes 
they us’d /Egyptian Nitre ,' Salt , Honey , and 
TVax: Sometimes likewife they boil’d the 
Bodies in Oil to confume the Moifture, 
which is the only Caufe of the Corruption ; 
for the Principle of Corruption is a moift 
Heat, that introduces itfelf into the Flefh by 
the Diflolution of Parts, and by the Mix¬ 
ture of heterogeneous Bodies, which pof- 
fefies the Spaces which’the Heat opens and 
enlarges. The Air, which is hot and moift, 
is the molt common Diffolvent of all Bo¬ 
dies, and the only Way to preferve them, 
is to defend them from'the Air; to which 
we may add, that the Air being full of an 
infinite Number of TnfeCls, which we can¬ 
not perceive, becaufe of their Minutenefs, 
they are thefe little InfeCls that adhere to 
the Flelh and prey upon it; and as they ea- 
fily increafe, there are Seafons wherein all 
the Air is full of them, efpecially in Time of 
the Plague, and other malignant and conta¬ 
gious Difeafes: And it hath been obferved, 
by Microfcopes, that what we call a Gan¬ 
grene is nothing elfe but a vaft Number of 
little InfeCls eating the Flefh, as Mites do 
Cheefe. Therefore there is no other way of 
keeping Flefh, but by excluding thefe Ani¬ 
mals, which is done by Means of Honey, 
Oil, Spirit of Wine, and fome other Liquors, 
that fetter and entangle thefe Infedts. 

But the Curiofity of thfc antient /Egyptians 
went much further, becaufe of the great Ve¬ 
neration they had for their deceas’d Relations, 
which they fuffer’d not to be interr’d or con¬ 
vey’d out of their Sight, but rather fought 
out Ways to have them continually be¬ 
fore their Eyes, to the End that they might 
imitate their Actions; that is to fay, live 
according to the Honefty and Integrity of 
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their departed Friends, having fuch Regard 
to their Abtions as to make them the Rule of 
their future Conduct. 

For which Reafon, when any of their 
Kindred died, they manag’d them fo exquifite- 
ly, and dry’d them after fuch a Manner, that 
their Bodies became as hard as Marble Sta¬ 
tues, which they call’d, in their Language, 
Gabbaras , which fignifies Mummies ; and their 
Art of preparing them was fo nice, that 
nothing ih them was disfigur’d. They would 
paint their Faces of feveral Colours, and 
fometimes with Gold, after they had been 
embalm’d, their Arms lying a-crofs, the one 
upon the other, and bound about with fine 
Linen, which had been before dipt in aro- 
matical Gums; and then they put upon 
the Head a Napkin, like a Woman’s Coif, 
that hung down on both Sides upon the 
Breaft, and behind upon the Shoulders. 
They had befides, under the Chin, a twifted 
Neckcloth, that ferved to fqueeze their Cheeks 
together, and tie their Jaws clofe, fo that 
they could not fall; and thus they appear’d 
rather like Perfons afleep than dead. 

If by any Sicknefs they were disfigur’d, they 
clap’d over their Faces Mafks of Pafteboard, 
or of painted Cloth, refembling the dead 
Perfon, and embellifh’d or adorn’d with feve¬ 
ral Colours. On the contrary, if the Per¬ 
fon was not disfigur’d, they left the Face and 
Ears naked, and fo painted them as they 
pleas’d. The Dead being thus order’d, they 
were put in great Cafes of Glafs made on 
purpofe, according to the Grandeur of the 
Perfon ; afterwards 'they plac’d them in the 
moft elevated or higheft Part of their Hou- 
fes. And this they reckon’d fuch a valuable 
Pledge and Token of their Faith, that if any 
of them happen’d to want Money, he could 
not give a better Security than the embalm¬ 
ed Body of his Relation ; and that which 
made it efteem’d fo, was, that they would 
fpare no Pains to pay the Money again; for 
if by Mifchance. the Debtor could not re¬ 
deem this Pledge, he was reckon’d unwor¬ 
thy of civil Society, which engag’d him in- 
diipenfably to find out Ways to recover his 
Kinfman in the Time limited, otherwife he 
was blam’d by all the World. 

The fame /Egyptians were befides at a great 
many other Expences for preferving their Bo¬ 
dies : For after they were embalm’d, (tho’ 
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not dry’d) with feveral precious Druggs, 
and v/rap’d about with a great deal of fine 
Linen ; and fomeiimes they us’d above two 
hundred Ells of Bandage, fo that nothing 
was feen but the Face, and fomtimes no¬ 
thing at all;. they were likewife put up in 
Boxes or Coffins of precious Wood, which 
the Dead had caus’d to be made while living, 
together with the Body of the Idol , or Pa- 
god, which they worfhipp’d in their Life¬ 
time. The Idols or Pagods were made of 
Gold, and Silver, and other Metal f but moll 
ufually of the Clay of the Country, with hie- 
roglyphical Characters,- which denoted the 
Quality of the'Dead, , the Charge of the Em¬ 
balming, the Time of their Death, and the 
Place from whence they came. 

After they had (hut up the Coffins of their 
deceas’d Friends, they carry’d them with great 
Pomp into the Places which they had caufed 
to be built in their Life-time, as is to be feen 
at this Day by the Pyramids of /Egypt , which 
are two or three Leagues from Grand Cairo. 
And Hiftbrians relate, that Chemmis , King of 
AEgypt , made one, where one hundred thou- 
fand Men were employ’d for twenty Years, 
which was of a fquare Figure, and about 
fifteen foot deep; and the Face or Front, 
on each Side of the Balls, was eight hundred 
Foot broad, and of the fame Height, in which 
was a perpetual Lamp. We may fee, by 
this, what Care was taken of the Dead; 
and we ought to undeceive thofe who are 
fo credulous as to believe, that thofe are true 
Mummies which are brought us to fell again 
as a Commodity, being only Bodies pitched 
over. 

Befides thefe pretended Mummies, and 
the former, we meet with another Sort; as 
thofe of Africa , which are call’d white Mum- 
mies , and are nothing elfe but the Bodies of 
thofe that are drowned in the Sea, which be¬ 
ing call upon the African Coaft, are bury’d 
and dry’d in the Sands, which are very hot; 
and tho’ they have been luity Men in their 
Lives, after they have lain fome Time there, 
they weigh not above thirty Pounds, and are 
then in a Condition of keeping for ever. 
There is one in Paris , in the Cabinet of Mr. 
Boudet , Nephew to Mr. Boudet , the King’s 
Phyfician. Thefe Mummies are little us’d, 
becaufe they are both dear, and have little 
or no Virtue in them. 


We may daily fee the Jews carrying on 
their Rogueries, as to thefe Mummies , and 
after them the Chriftians; for the Mummies 
that are brought from Alexandria , /Egypt , Ve¬ 
nice ^ and Lyons, are nothing elfe but the Bo¬ 
dies of People that die feveral Ways, whe-* 
ther bury’d or unbury’d, that are afterwards 
embowell’d, apd -have their feveral Cavities 
fill’d with the Powder, or rather Sweepings 
of Myrrh, Caballine Aloes, Bitumen, Pitch, 
.and other Gums, and then wound about 
with a Cerecloth ftuft with the fame Compo- 
fition. The Bodies being thus prepar’d, 
are put into an Oven to confume all their 
Moifture; and being likewife well dry’d,. 
they are brought and fold here for true /Egyp¬ 
tian Mummies to thofe who know no better, 
and don’t underftand that the /Egyptians put 
fo great a Value upon their Dead, and what 
they did in this Kind was to preferve the 
Memory , of their Friends, and not to make 
a Trade of. To prove what I fay, I lhall re¬ 
late what Mr. Guy de la Fontaine , the King’s 
Phyfician, and after him Ambrofe Parry , have 
Paid. 

The Sieur Guy de la Fontaine , being at A- 
lexandria in /Egypt, went to fee a Jeiv in that 
City, who traded in Mummies , that he 
might have ocular Demonftration of what he 
had heard fo much of. Accordingly, when 
he came to-the Jew’s Houfe, he defired to 
fee his Commodity of Mummies; which he 
having obtain’d with fome Difficulty, the Jew 
at la ft open’d his Magazine, or Store-Houfe, 
and Ihew’d him feveral Bodies pil’d one upon 
another. Then, after a Reflexion of a quar¬ 
ter of an Hour, he afk’d him what Druggs 
he made ufe'of? and .what Sort of Bodies 
were fit for his Service ? The Jew anfwer’d 
him-, That as to the Dead he took fuch Bo¬ 
dies as he could get, whether they dy’d of a 
common Dileafe, or of fome Contagion: . 
And as to the Druggs, that they were nothing 
but a Heap of feveral old Druggs mix’d 
together, which he apply’d to the Bodies j 
which after he had dry’d in an Oven, he fent 
into Europe ; and that he was amaz’d to fee 
the Chriftians were Lovers of fuch Filthi- 
nefs. 

But this is very different from what the 
antient Phyficians believ’d, when they pre- 
ferib’d Mummy. But as I am not able to 
flop the Abufes committed by thofe who fell 

this 
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this Commodity, I fhall only advife fuch as 
buy, to chufe what is of a fine fhining Black, 
not full of Bones or Dirt, of a good Smell, 
and which being burnt, does not ftink of 
Pitch. This is reckon’d proper for Contu- 
fions, and to hinder the Blood from coagu¬ 
lating in the Body; but its greateft Ufe is for 
catching Filh. 

Some Authors will have it, that the Fat 
mix’d with Bitumen that flows from the 
Tombs, makes the true Mummy; and o- 
thers fay that it is the preferv’d Flelh, which 
was made by a Jewi/h Phyfician, who wrote, 
That the faid Flefh, thus preferv’d and em¬ 
balm’d, ferv’d for the Cure of feveral Dif- 
eafes. They have likewife given the Name 
of Mummy to feveral natural Bitumens; as 
that of Judaa , and thofe which flow from 
feveral Mountains of Arabia , and other hot 
Countries: But thofe Appellations are very 
improper, they being fat, vifcous, flunking 
Humours, that breed in the Entrails of the 
Earth. 

Of other Preparations made from Human 
Bodies. 

1 

Befides the Mummy that is met withal in the 
Shops, we fell human Fat or Greafe, which 
is brought us from feveral Parts; but, as eve¬ 
ry Body knows, in Paris , the publick Execu¬ 
tioner fells it to thofe that want it; fo that 
the Druggifts and Apothecaries fell very lit¬ 
tle : Nevertheless they vend a Sort that 
is prepar’d with aromatical Herbs, and 
which is without Companion much better 
than that which comes from the Hands of 
the Hang-Man. This Adeps, or Axungia , 
is reckon’d very good for Kheumatifms, 
and other Difeafes proceeding from a cold 
,Caufe. Befides the Fat, we fell the fix’d 
and volatile Salts of the Blood, Scull, Hair, 
and Urine, and other Chymical Preparations, 
to be found in Mr. Charas’s Royal Pharma¬ 
copoeia , &c. which thofe who defire to know 
further about thefe Preparations, may have 
recourfe to. 

Man's Greafe is emollient, difcuflive, ano¬ 
dyne, and antiparalytick. It is good againft 
the Gout, and contracted Nerves, made into 
an Ointment, as follows : Man’s Greafe, 
two Pounds; Gum Elemi, half a Pound ; 
Bees-Wax and Turpentine, of each one 


Pound; Balm of Gilead or Peru, four Ounces; 
mix, and make an Ointment, by melting 
all together. Man’s Skull is a fpecifick Medi¬ 
cine in the Cure of the Falling-Sicknefs, and 
indeed of molt Difeafes of the Head, taking 
of the crude Powder, rafp’d from the frefh 
Bone of the Skull, one Scruple or two, in any 
proper fpirituous Liquor. The Oil and vola¬ 
tile Salt are for the lame Purpofes, but in lefs 
Quantities. 

1 

Of the Mofs upon the Human Skull. 

The Englijh Druggifts, efpecially thofe of 
London , fell the Heads or Skulls of the 
Dead, upon which' there is a little greenilh 
Mofs, which is call’d TJfnea , becaufe of itsr" 
near Refemblance to the Mofs that grows 
upon Oaks ; and as Mr. Charas ftay’d a con- 
fiderable Time in England , and faw great 
Plenty of ’em, I have only related what he 
told me on this Subject. This Mofs is 
an Excrefcence that grows two or three 
Lines high, on the top of and round Mens 
Skulls who have died violent Deaths, and 
lain fome Time on the Ground, or hung on 
Gibbets, or the like. It only begins to grow 
when the flefhy Subftance about the Skull is 
wafted away. The Englijh Druggifts gene¬ 
rally bring* thefe Heads from Ireland ; that 
Country having been remarkable for them 
ever fince the Irijh Maffacre. • You may fee 
in the Druggifts Shops of London , thefe 
Heads entirely cover’d with Mofs, and fome 
that only have the Mofs growing on fome 
Parts; and we ought not to be furpris’d at 
the Growth of this Mofs on the Skulls of 
dead Men unburied; fince we daily fee the 
Flair of the Head, Beard, and fome other 
Parts of the human Body, grow after Death, 
as long as there is any Moifture left to fup- 
ply Nourifhment to the Part; and that the 
fame thing happens to the Nails is evi¬ 
dent; but whether it will hold as to the 
Teeth, as fome pretend, I dare not venture 
to affirm. The lame Druggifts fend to fo¬ 
reign Countries, efpecially Germany , thefe 
Skulls cover’d with Mofs, to put into the 
Compofition of the fympathetick Ointment, 
which Crollius defcribes in his Royal Chy- 
miff and is very available in the Cure of 
the Falling-Sicknefs. The Skulls of Cri¬ 
minals newly hang’d, ftrippU of the flefhy 

-Membrane, 
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Membrane, and the Brains taken out, being 
well wafhed and dried, and feparated with 
a Saw from the lower Part, is what the Drug- 
gifts fell by the Name of Human Scull. 

A Mummy is a dead Body of a 
Lemery. Man, Woman, or Child, which is 
embalm’d and dried. The lirft 
Mummies were taken from the Burying- 
Places of the antient /Egyptians , near the 
Pyramids, where the fineft were to be feen 
a few Leagues from Grand Cairo. This em¬ 
balming was made with Balfams, Refin of 
Cedar, Jews Pitch, Myrrh, Aloes, and feve¬ 
ral other aromatical Ingredients, capable to 
dry up the Humidity or Moifture of the 
Flefh, to flop the Pores, and prevent the Air 
from entring, and to refift Putrefadtion. We 
ufe at this Day almoft the fame Druggs for 
embalming dead Bodies ; but whether it 
was that their Druggs were better than ours, 
or that they had a more perfedt Method of 
embalming than we have, or that their 
Burying-Places were drier, more impregna¬ 
ted with Salts and Bitumen, or lefs fubjedt 
to Putrefadlion, their embalm’d Bodies lafted 
vaftly longer without Corruption, than thofe 
we do at prefent, if we dare believe Tradi¬ 
tion ; for they pretend to fhew us /Egyptian 
Mummies , of near four thoufand Years Du¬ 
ration; whereas we take a great deal of Pains 
in thefe latter Ages, to preferve them two or 
three hundred Years. 

And here it may not be improper to give 
an Account of the modern Way of embalm¬ 
ing, from Mr. Dionis’s Courfe of chirurgi- 
cal Operations. Embalming is an Operation 
almoft as antient as the World, and which 
has been pradtifed in all Ages ; and either 
out of a venerable Regard to their Relations, 
or a Principle of Religion, Men have always 
endeavoured to preferve their Dead, of the 
Truth of which Arabia and /Egypt have fur- 
nifh’d an infinite Number of Inftances ; but 
at prefent we embalm none but the Rich 
and Great, whofe Relations only are willing 
to be at that Expence. 

Mr. Penicber , a Pariftan Apothecary, has 
given us a Treatife of Embalming, accord¬ 
ing to the Pradlice of both the Antients and 
Moderns, which confifts of feveral learned 
Enquiries on this Subjedt : He relates the 
Stories of the Embalming of David , Alex¬ 
ander ^ and feveral others wherefore I refer 
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you to him for the Satisfadlion of your Cu- 
riofity; but talking indeed like an Apotheca¬ 
ry, he gives us fo many Sorts of balfamick 
Powders, that he would very much puzzle 
us which to chufe, if we did not know that 
they are almoft all alike. He further pre¬ 
tends, that it is the Apothecary’s Right to pre- 
fide in Embalming ; that the Compofition 
and Application of the balfamick Matters be¬ 
longs to him ; and that the Surgeon is pre¬ 
fent for no other End than to make the In- 
cifions, and fix on the Bandages which he 
prefcribes; • but daily Pradtice overthrows 
what this Author pretends to advance. ’Tis 
the Surgeon only which embalms; ’tis he 
who is charged with the whole Operation ; 
and after the Apothecary has prepared what 
he requires, he is not to concern himfelf 
any further in it, unlefs he will attend as one 
of the Surgeon’s Apprentices or Afliftants, to 
hand to him what he has Occafion for.. 

Mr. Penicber cites as a Prefident for Em¬ 
balming, that performed on the Dauphinefs. 
We are not to be furpriz’d if his Relation is 
not exadtly juft in feveral Circumftances; 
he tranfcrib’d it from a Memorial which the 
Apothecary to that Princefs gave him ; and 
its Author believing Pharmacy fo much above 
Surgery, that the latter could not difpute it, 
has by this Memorial taken all advantageous 
Hints which feemed to him to favour his 
Opinion. But having performed that Em¬ 
balming myfelf, none can be a better Evi¬ 
dence in this Cafe ; the particular Relation 
of which, to avoid Repetition, I forbear here, 
becaufe the Method which I fhall lay down, 
of performing a compleat Balfamation , will 
inform you of all that pafled at that of the 
Dauphinefs. 

After the Opening of the Body, and the 
drawing up, and figning of the Relation of 
the Particulars to be obferv’d with regard to 
the Body, the Phyficians and Surgeons with¬ 
draw, leaving to the operating Surgeon 
the Care and Direction of the Embalming; 
wherefore, all depending on him, he caufes 
to be brought into the Chamber where the 
Corps is, all the neceflary Ingredients and 
Inftruments for that Operation; and which 
we know to be of three Sorts: Firft, thofe 
which the Plummer is to make ; fecondly, 
what belongs to the Surgeon; and, thirdly, 
thofe which relate to the Apothecary. 


The 
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The Plummer being fent for, comes to take 
the Surgeons Order about the Size of the 
Coffin ; becaufe if he fhould content himfelf 
with taking Meafure of the Body, that Cafe 
would prove too little to hold it after em¬ 
balming: Hebefpeaks of him a leaden Bar¬ 
rel to put the Entrails into ; and alfo a leaden 
Box made of two Pieces, to fhut, to contain 
the Heart after it is embalm’d ; ordering 
him to bring all of them to the Chamber 
where the Corps is, at the Hour which he 
appoints. The principal part of the Surgeon’s 
Apparatus confifts in Bands; for the Inftru- 
ments are the fame which are us’d in open¬ 
ing of the Body. The Surgeon then is to 
prepare five Bands; two of three Fingers 
Breadth, and four Ells long, to bind the 
Arms; two of four Fingers breadth, and 
fix Ells long each, to bind the Legs and 
Thighs ; and one yet broader and longer, to 
•perform the neceflary Circumvolutions a- 
bout the Body. ’Tis the Apothecary’s Bufi- 
nels to furnifh, firft, the aromatical Plants 
well pulveriz’d in a Mortar; fecondly, the 
Gums and odoriferous Druggs beaten to a fine 
Powder; and, thirdly, a Liniment to rub 
over and anoint the Body. 

The firft or coarfeft Powder, which ferves 
to fill the great Cavities, and to be put in 
with the Entrails, is compos’d of four or 
five and twenty different Plants; to which 
end we make ufe of the Leaves of fome of 
them, the Roots or Flowers of others, and 
the Rinds, Barks, or Seeds of others. The 
molt proper, and the moft eafy to be 
gotten, are the Leaves of Laurel, Myrrh, 
Rofemary, Sage, Balm, Wormwood, Mar¬ 
joram, Hyfi'op, wild Thyme, Bafil; Roots 
of Orrice, Angelica, Calamus Aromaticus; 
the Flowers of Rofes, Camomil, Melilot, 
Lavender, Lemon and Orange Peel; the 
Seeds of Anife, Fennil, Coriander and Cum¬ 
min : To all which, when well powdered, 
are to be added fo many Pounds of common 
Salt, as to encreafe the whole to thirty 
Pounds Weight. Of the other, which is 
the fineft Powder, there mult be ten Pounds, 
and it is to be compofed of ten or twelve 
odoriferous Druggs, which are proper to pre- 
ferve the Body for the Space of feveral 
Ages; they are Myrrh, Aloes, Frankincenfe, 
Benjamin, Storax Calamita, Cloves, Nut¬ 
megs, Cinnamon, white Pepper, Sulphur, 


IMALS. 231 

Alum, Salt Petre ; all which are to be we/l 
powdered, and pafs’d thro’ a Sieve. The 
Liniment is to be compofed of Turpentine, 
Oil of Laurel, liquid Storax, and Balfam of 
Capivy , by reafon that of Peru is fo fcarce, 
that it alone would coft more than all the 
embalming Ingredients. Three Pounds of 
this Liniment are fufficient to make the ne¬ 
ceflary Embrocations. Befides thefe three 
Articles, the Apothecary is to provide three 
or four Pints of Spirit of Wine, five or fix 
great Bundles of Tow and Cotton, two Ells 
of the broad Cerecloth, and a large Bundle 
of coarfe Cord. The Surgeon, provided 
with all thefe Preparations, is ready to begin 
the Embalming, which he executes in the fol¬ 
lowing Manner. 

Having ordered to be fet near him the lea¬ 
den Barrel, the Surgeon takes fome Hand¬ 
fuls of the coarfer Powder, and fpreads it 
over the Bottom of the Barrel, and above 
that fpreads Part of the Entrails; then lays 
another Row or Bed of that Powder, and 
then another Lay of the Entrails, thus conti¬ 
nuing on Stratum fuper Stratum , till he has 
laid into the Barrel all the Parts which were 
contained in the Head, Breaft, and Belly, ex¬ 
cept the Heart, which he feparates, and puts 
to foak in Spirit of Wine, till he has fi- 
nifhed the whole Body. When he embalms 
that in particular, he muft remember tO' 
end with a Lay of Powder, and if the Bar¬ 
rel is not full, he is to fill it up with a Bun¬ 
dle of Tow; but if the Plummer has made 
it too high, the Operator is to order him to 
-cut off all of it that is too long, that the 
Cover being foldered on, no Part of it may 
remain empty. 

The three Venters or Cavities being thus 
evacuated, we are to wafh them with Spirit 
of Wine, before we fill them up ; which, 
done, we begin with the Head, filling up, 
the Skull with the Powder and Tow mix’d; 
together; and having got in as much as it 
can contain, we put it again into its Place; 
and before we few the hairy Scalp over it, 
we put betwixt them fome of the finer or 
balfamick Powder. We pour fome Spirit of 
Wine into the Mouth to wafh it, • and then: 
fill it with the fame Powder and Cotton ;. 
we do the fame to the Noftrils and Ears,, 
and then with a Pencil or Brufh we embro¬ 
cate the Face, Head and Neck, with a Lini¬ 
ment; 
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ment; and after ftrewing the fine Powder 
■“ on all thofe Parts, we form a Cruft over the 
whole Superficies. With the Powder and 
Tow the Operator fills up the Breaft and Bel¬ 
ly, which is now but one large Cavity; 
for in taking out the Entrails he has before 
taken out the Diaphragm , which feparated 
them one from another. He is not here to be 
fparing of his Powders, which muft prevail 
in this Part, the Tow being only made ufe 
of to bind and keep them together. He re¬ 
turns the Sternum , and after having cover’d 
it with the fine Powder, which he alfo thrufts 
betwixt the Ribs and Tegument, he per¬ 
forms the Suture with a Needle, from the 
Neck to the Os Pubis , and a tranfverfal one, 
from one of the lumbary Parts to the other. 
With a Pen-Knife we make around the Arm 
four large Incifions of half a Foot long each, 
and as deep as to the Bone, and as many on 
the Wrift 5 thefe we wafh with Spirit of 
Wine, and fill with the odoriferous Powder. 
We cover the Arm with the Liniment with 
the fame Pencil, and gently ftrow over it the 
fame Powders, which eafily ftick on by rea- 
fon of the Liniment. We then take a Band,- 
with which we begin at the Hand, rolling 
it very tight up to the Shoulder, where’tis 
to end and be faftened. Whilft the Operator 
is thus employ’d about one Arm, an Appren¬ 
tice is to do the fame to the other, conformable 
to this*Example. 

The fame Operation is to be performed to 
the Thighs and Legs, with this Difference 
only, that the Incifions are to be longer, 
deeper, and more numerous than in the 
Arms. Thefe Parts, thus cut, look like 
Switzers Breeches. After they have fufficient- 
ly imbib’d the Spirit of Wine, they are to 
be fill’d with aromatical Powders ; the Lini¬ 
ment apply’d to them, and the Powders over 
them, the Operator rolls on the Band on one 
Thigh, whilft a Servant applies another on 
the contrary: Thefe two Bands begin at the 
Feet, and terminate at the Groin. We then 
turn the Body to make the like Incifions on 
the Back, at the Region of the Reins, and on 
the Buttocks; and if the Corps be fat, we 
are alfo to do the fame around the Belly and 
Breaft. The Lotions, Embrocations, and 
Application of Powders, are ended with the 
Belly-Band, which is ftrong, very broad, 
and long, and beginning at the lower Belly, 
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fo perfe&ly rolls over the Body, that no Part 
of it is left uncovered. 

The Body thus enamell’d, we lay it on a 
Cerecloth, in which we wholly enclofe it, 
cutting it clofe fo as to come dole over all the 
Parts without folding it; and with a Cord, 
which is to be ten or twelve Ells long, we be¬ 
gin to ftraiten it about the Neck, to form the 
Figure of the Head, that it may be accom¬ 
modated to that of the Coffin. We run it 
feveral Times around the Body, each Cir¬ 
cumvolution at the Diftance of half a Foot 
from the other, and draw it as tight as we 
would a Pack to be fent by the Carrier. 
The Body is then put into a Linen Shroud, 
which with a String we tie at each of its 
two Extremities, leaving about a Handful 
beyond each of the Ligatures. We then call 
for the Coffin, ordering it to be brought 
near to the Table where the Body is; and 
if ’tis a Princefs of the Royal Family, the 
Lady of Honour is to take hold of the Hand¬ 
ful of the Shroud which is left at the Head, 
and the Lady of the Wardrobe of that at 
the Feet, and they lay the Corps into the 
Coffin, which lalt Service they claim as their 
Right. 

If the Surgeon has any balfamick Pow¬ 
der left, he ftrows it in the Coffin, and fills 
the vacant Spaces with Bundles of aroma¬ 
tical Herbs, which he is to have ready pro¬ 
vided for that Purpofe; which done, the 
Plummer fixes on the Lid of the Coffin, which* 
he folders on as expeditioufly and neatly as he 
can. Whilft he is folaering the Coffin, tne 
Surgeon embalms the Heart; he takes it 
out of the China Vefl’el in which he put it, 
wafties it feveral Times in Spirit of Wine, 
and fills its Ventricles with the finelt balfa¬ 
mick Powder, referv’d exprefly for that End; 
then enclofes it in a Bit of Cerecloth, whol¬ 
ly fprinkled with the fame Powder; he binds 
and faftens it with the fame Cord, fhaping this 
fmall Bundle in the Figure of a Heart, and 
fo putting it up in the Box. The Coffin be¬ 
ing foldered, we lay it on two Feet in the 
Middle of the Room, and cover it with a 
Pall, and lay on the Coffin the Box which 
contains the Heart, which we cover with 
Crape, and leave both of them to be carried 
to their deftin’d Sepulchre. 

Some of the Antients pretended to have in¬ 
vented a Way preferable to all others, which 
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was to take out generally all the Flelh, and 
leaving only the Skin and Bones, to fublti- 
tute in their Place aromatick Druggs and 
Powders; tho’ this is not to preferve the Bo¬ 
dy, but only the Skin and Skeleton from 
Putrefaction. Some Moderns propofe to us 
eafier Ways, of which there are feveral Sorts, 
with which Mr. Penicher has fill’d his Book ; 
wherefore I fhall forbear the Recital of them 
here, and content myfelfin acquainting you 
that the Hiltory of Embalming, which I 
have juft laid before you, is that which I 
have performed o"n the Dauphinefs, and feve¬ 
ral Perfons of the firft Quality, being that 
which I take to be the belt of t hem all. I 
have heard of antient Sepulchres of Plailter, 
in the Middle of which the Body was placed, 
and alfo cover’d'with Plailter; that in thefe 
fort of Graves, the Bodies kept for a long 
Time, without emitting any ill Scent, be- 
caufe the Salt Petre which is in the Plailter 
refills Putrefaction ; and the Plailter imbi¬ 
bing the Itinking Serofities which iflue from 
the Body, Hops the ofFenfive Exhalations. 
This FaCl may put fome upon reducing it to 
Practice; which in my Opinion lhould be 
done the following Way :• The Perfon re- 
folv’d to try this Experiment, is to order the 
making either of a leaden or wooden Coffin, 
proportioned to the Bulk of the Body, which 
is to be laid into it Hark naked ; when hav¬ 
ing ready three or four Hods of Plailter 
ltrain’d thro’ a Sack, fo that it may reach 
to the Edges, the Corps mult be wholly bu¬ 
ried in Plailter. By this Method we may 
keep a Body feveral Days in the Houfe, and 
then lay it in a Vault defign’d for the Dead, 
without the Danger of any ill Scent; and 
in my Opinion, ’tis impoffible to embalm a 
Body wi.th more Eafe, and lefs Expence. 

2. Of thi Unicorn. 

Pomet. TH E Unicorn is an Animal which 
our Naturalifts defcribe under 
the Figure of a Horfe, having in the Mid¬ 
dle of his Head a fpiral Horn, of two or 
three Foot long; but as we know not the 
real Truth of this Matter to this Day, I fhall 
only fay, that what we fell under the Name 
of the Unicorn's Horn, is the Horn of a 
certain Fifh, by the Ulanders called Narvual , 
Vol. II. 
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or the Sea-Unicorn , as you will find when 
we come to treat of Hfh. This Horn was 
formerly in great Elteem, becaufe of the 
mighty Virtues attributed to it by the An- 
tients, efpecially againlt Poifons, which is 
the Reafon that fo many great Perfonages 
have been very fond of it ; fo that it has been * ( 
valued at its Weight in Gold. 

A 7 nbrofe Par am , in.a little Treatife which 
he compofed of the Unicorn , fays, That in the 
Defarts of Arabia he found wild Afi'es, which 
they call Camphurs , carrying a Horn in their 
Front, with which they ufed to fight againlt 
the Bulls, and which the Indians made ufe of 
to cure feveral Difeafes, efpecially venomous 
or contagious ones; and that the Arabs near 
the Red Sea had another Animal among them, 
which thofe People call’d PiraJJ’oupi ,' that 
has two Horns, long, ltreight, and fpiral, 
which the Arabs make ufe of when they are 
wounded, or bit by any venomous Creature. 
They let it infufe fix or eight Hours in Wa¬ 
ter, which they drink to cure them. He 
fays, that this Animal is of the Size of a 
Mule, which alfo it refembles in its Head; 
and that the Body is hairy like a Bear, a lit¬ 
tle inclining to a fallow Colour, and the 
Hoof divided or cleft like the Deer’s. Jobn- 
Jion fays, in his Treatife of Animals, that ' 
there are feveral other Unicorns , to which the 
Reader may have Recourfe. 

The Kinds of Unicorns come now to be 
confidered ; That it is'a Beall having but one 
Horn, all agree ; but becaufe feveral Kinds 
of Bealls have alfo but one fingle Horn, it is 
fome Queftion which of thefe five mult be 
the true. There is, 1/?, The Orix, or one¬ 
horned wild Goat. 2 dly y The one-horn’d Ox. 

3 dly. The Hart with one Horn. 4 tbly. The 
one-horn’d Hog. And, $tbly , the one-horn’d 
Afs. The firft is certainly but a kind of 
one-horn’d wild Goat, by the Defcription 
of it differing not much from a Goat. It refem¬ 
bles a Roe, having a Beard under its Chin, 
of a palifh white Colour, cloven hoofed, with 
one Horn growing out of the Middle of. 
its Head. They are bred in /Egypt , /Ethiopia , 
and many other Parts of the World, fome 
of which are as large as Oxen. Their 
Horns are not only ftrong and lharp, like 
the Horns of an Unicorn and Rhinoceros , but 
alfo folid, and not hollow or porous, like 
the Horns of flarts. This Creature is faid 
C not. 
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not to value the Barking of the Dog, the 
Foaming of the. Bear, the Bellowing of the 
Bull, the Cry of the Panther, or the Roar¬ 
ing of the Lion. 

The one-horn’d Ox, Bull, or Cow, is bred 
in Aonia , of various Colours, intermix’d one 
with another, having a whole round Hoof, 
like a Horfe, and but one Horn growing 
out of the Middle of the Forehead: It is 
alfo bred in India , where the whole Spe¬ 
cies eat Flefh, and are whole-hoofd, and 
fingle-horned , which grows out of the 
Middle of their Foreheads. Some of them 
are faid to be as high as Camels, and 
their Horn four Foot long. There are 
in Mthiopia , a kind of-a purple Colour, 
which have but one Horn growing out of 
their Heads, which turns up towards their 
Backs. 

The Unicorn Hart is a Beaft bred alfo in 
India , whofe Feet refemble an Elephant’s, 
the Body a young Horfe, and its Head a 
Hart’s; out of the Middle of which grows a 
Horn about three Foot long. It has a roaring 
Voice almoft like a Bull, but much fhriller. 

The Unicorn Hog is fo called from his 
Head, being like a Boar’s or Hog’s Head, 
found, as feme Authors fay, in the Domi¬ 
nions of the Great Cham of Tartary. This 
Species of Unicorns is fomewhat lefs than Ele¬ 
phants, having Hair like Oxen, Heads like 
Hogs, Feet like Elephants, a lharp and thorny 
Tongue, and a Horn in the midft of its Fore¬ 
head, wherewith he deftroys both Man and 
Beaft. Had this Horn grown out of its 
Snout, it would have been a Rhinoceros ; but 
as it does not, it mull be taken for one of the 
Kinds of Unicorns. 

The one-horned Afs is the Indian Afs , 
which equals in Rignefs a Horfe; all white 
on the Body, but purple-headed and black- 
ey’d, having- one Horn in his Forehead, 
near three Foot long, whofe upper Part is 
red or black, the Middle black, and the 
nether Part white. In thefe the great Peo¬ 
ple of India drink, adorning them with all 
kind of precious things, believing that 
thofe who drink in thefe Horns are freed 
from any fort of deadly Poifon or In¬ 
fection. This Afs , or Unicorn , exceeds all 
others of the Kind, both in Stature, and 
Body, and Swiftnefs of Foot. They are 
fo ftrong4:hat no Horfe can Hand before 
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them, and fight with their Tingle Horn like 
Bulls. 

The true Unicorn , if you dare believe 
Ludovicus Vertomanus, who fays he faw two 
of them at Mecha in Arabia , which were 
kept within the Verge of Mahomet's, Sepul¬ 
chre, is of a Weafel Colour, with the Head 
like that of a Hart, the Neck not long, and 
the Mane growing all on one Side ; the Legs 
flender and lean, like the Legs of a Hind ; 
their Hoofs cloven like Goat’s Feet, and the 
hinder Legs all hairy and fhaggy on the Out- 
lide. Of all the other five the wild Indian 
Afs comes neareft to this Defcription ; for the 
true Unicorn and he agree in thefe four 
things: i/?, that both of them have one 
Horn in the Middle. 2 dly, That both of 
them are bred in India, ylly, In that they 
are both about the Bignefs of a Horfe. 
4 thly, In their Celerity and folitary Life in 
the Mountains. But herein they differ ; 
i/?, In that the one-horned wild Indian Afs 
is whole-hoofed, and not cloven, as the U- 
nicorn is. idly , That his Colour is white 
on the Body, and purple on the Head; 
whereas the Unicorn is of a Weafel-like Co¬ 
lour. 3 dly, That his Horns are purple, 
black, and white; whereas the Unicorn’s 
Horn is wreath’d in Spires of an Ivory Co¬ 
lour. In the Year 1553, a great Unicorn’s 
Horn was brought to the King of France , 
valued at twenty thoufand Pounds Sterling. 
That whichrwas prefented to King Charles 
the Firft, of England , is fuppos’d to be one of 
the greateft that ever was feen in the World ; 
it was feven Foot long, weigh’d thirteen 
Pounds, and was in the Shape of a Wax 
Candle, but wreath’d within itfelf in Spires ; 
hollow about a Foot from its Root, grow¬ 
ing taper by little and little towards the 
Point, of a polifh’d Smoothnefs, and the 
Spires not deep, but like the Windings of 
Woodbine, and the Colour not perfectly 
white, but fomewhat obfeure. 

Some in Poland have been found five or 
fix Foot long, being very fharp and fmooth : 
Others in the Rivers, but lefs pure, outwardly 
blackifh, and inwardly of a pure white ;a 
third and fourth Sort of a folid hard Sub- 
ftance, fo that one would take them to be 
Stone; and many other Sorts have been 
found in that Country. But that thefe, or 
any of the others, were true Unicorns 

Horns, 
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Horns, none of our Authors have yet made 
appear; and if all the Circumftances be con- 
fidered, it is much to be doubted whether 
any of them were the right or not ; for as 
much as the Druggids or Apothecaries were 
never known to have or fell the true, that 
which is commonly fold being from five to 
eight Foot in Length, and more, very (harp- 
pointed, running taper all along, and twilled 
or wreath’d, of the Colour of Ivory, but of a 
much finer Grain, and very white within. 
Yet this Horn is not produc’d by a four foot¬ 
ed Bead, but comes from a Fifli called the 
Sea Unicorn , and is brought from Davis’s 
Streights near the North PaJJage. 

Authors have afcribed almoll incredible 
Things to it, thechiefeft of which are, to re- 
fill all Manner of Poifons, and to cure the 
Plague, with all Sorts of malignant Fevers, 
the Biting of Serpents, mad Dogs, &c. and 
is chiefly ufed as a Cordial, for which Pur- 
pofe a" Jelly is made of it, together with a 
little Cochineal and Saffron; and the Shav¬ 
ings boil’d in Broth, &c. after the Manner 
of Shavings of Hart’s-Horn. 

3. Of the Bezoar. 

Pomet. T H E Bezoar , which the Indians 

calls Pozan, is an Animal that 
produces in his Stomach, or in a Bladder, a 
Stone that is called by that Name, to which 
they attribute great Virtues, which made it 
heretofore highly valued, and to be fold at a 
great Rate; as is at this Day the right and 
true oriental Bezoar ; as wellbecaufe there is 
a great deal of Trouble in meeting with the 
natural Stone, as that certain Perfons have 
found out the Secret of counterfeiting it, by" 
reafon thefe Animals do not produce any 
confiderable Quantities ; and befides feveral 
of them have none at all : We ought then to 
be well inform’d of the Nature, Shape, and 
Didindlion of thefe Stones, above any other 
Drugg ; therefore I (hall relate to you what 
Mr. Tavernier fays concerning Bezoar. 

Bezoar comes from a Province of the King¬ 
dom of Golconda lying on the North Ead. 
It is found in the Dung that is in the Maw 
of the Goats that browfe on a Shrub, the 
Name of which I have forgot. This Plant 
bears little Buds, about which, and the Ends 


of the Brances which the Goats eat, the 
Bezoar forms itfelf in the Belly of thefe Ani¬ 
mals. They take their Shape from that of 
the Buds and the Ends of the Branches, 
which is the Reafon they are of fo many dif¬ 
ferent Figures. The Peafants, by feeling of 
the Belly of the Goat, know whether there 
is any Bezoar there, and fo fell it according 
to the Quantity that is therein. To know 
which, they rub their two Hands under the 
Belly of the Goat, and prefs the Maw or 
Stomach along on both Sides, fo that' what 
is therein may fall into the Middle of the 
Maw; and they can perceive exadlly, by 
feeling, how much Bezoar there is. 

The Rarity of Bezoar is in the Size ‘ 
for the fmall Sorts have not fo much Virtue irt 
them as the large ; but in that there is of¬ 
tentimes a Cheat, becaufe there are People 
who powder and mix Bezoar in a certain 
Pafte compos’d of a Gum, and fomething 
elfe of the Colour of Bezoar , and form it 
up in the fame Manner as we fee the natural 
Bezoar', but we may difcover this. Fraud 
chiefly thefe two Ways : The fil'd is, to 
weigh the Bezoar , and deep it fome Time 
in warm Water; and if the Water does not 
change it’s Colour, or the Bezoar lofe its 
Weight, it is true and natural. The other 
Way is to run a (harp Piece of red hot 
Iron againd the Bezoar ; if the Iron en¬ 
ter, and it fry, it is a Sign of its Mixture, 
and that it is not natural. Befides, the 
larger the Bezoar is, the dearer it is, and 
rifes in Proportion as a Diamond: For if 
five or fix Bezoar Stones weigh one Ounce, 
that Ounce will be worth from fifteen to 
eighteen or twenty Livres ; but if it be one 
Stone of an Ounce weight, it will fell for a 
hundred Livres. I have fold one of four 
Ounces and a Quarter for two thoufand 
Livres. 

There are a great many Bezoar Stones 
taken from Cows, both in the Ead and 
Wedern Countries, and they are fo large as 
to weigh feventeen or eighteen Ounces ; of 
which Sort I have feen one that was pre- 
fented to the great Duke of Tufcany; but they 
have nothing near the good Qualities of the 
true Bezoar ; fix Grains of which will do 
more than thirty of this. As to the Bezoar 
that is found in Apes, as fome believe, it is 
fo drong, that two Grains will ’perform 
C 2 more 


236 General Hiftory of 

more than fix of that of the Goat; but it is 
yery fcarce, that Sort of the Ape Kind being 
particularly to be met with in the Ifle of Ma~ 
dagafcar. This Sort of Bezoar is round, 
whereas the other is of various Forms, ac¬ 
cording as it is fhap’d- from the Buds and 
Ends of the Branches which the Goats eat. 
As thefe Stones which are produced from the 
Ape are a grea.t deal fcarcer than the others, 
fo are they abundantly dearer, and more 
fought after ; and when one is found of the 
Size of a Nut, it is fold fometimes for a 
hundred Crowns. The Portuguefe , above all 
other Nations, drive a great Trade with Be- 
zoar , becaufe they are always upon their 
Guard, or watching one another for fear of 
Poifon. 

But as I cannot altogether agree with this 
Relation of Mr. Tavernier , I chufe to fub- 
join what Mr. Du Renou has obferved of 
Bezoar. It is a very adtive Animal, fays he, 
that skips from Rock to Rock, at his Eafe, 
and is very fierce ; fo that when he is clofely 
purfued, he fometimes kills the Indian Hun¬ 
ters. The Hoof or Claws of his Feet are - 
divided neither more nor lefs than the Goats; 
the Legs are pretty thick ; the Tail fhort, 
and turn’d up; the Body hairy as that of 
the He-Goat, but fhorter, and of an afh Co¬ 
lour, inclining to red, or rather of the Co¬ 
lour of the Hind’s Belly ; the Head is fhap’d 
like the Goat, and armed with two black 
Horns jagged at the lower Part, and turn’d 
backwards. What I fhall relate here is true ; 

I having feen two of thefe Creatures at the 
Maifhal Fitry’s Caftle, befides what is fur¬ 
ther confirm’d from the Sieur Renou :, What 
I gained was the four Feet, the Horn, and 
the thin Membrane that inverts the Bezoar 
Stone. As to the Horn and the Four Feet, 
they agreed exactly with the Relation made 
by the Sieur Du Renou. As to jthe Membrane 
mentioned before, that is one of the greateft 
Curiofities that has been feen a long Time in 
France , by the Account of the moil intelli¬ 
gent People. 

1 his Membrane marked in the Plate A, 
is of the Size of a Goofe Egg, fupply’d on 
the Outfide with a rough Ihort Hair, of a 
dun G lour, which being cut afunder ap¬ 
pears to. cnclofe a Shell mark’d in the Cut 
B,. that is thin and brown, which makes a 
Covering for another Shell, that is white, 
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that is marked C, where this Stone is con¬ 
tained, to which they give the Name of Be¬ 
zoar , which we may fee is contrary to what 
all Authors have wrote of it. And I fhould 
not have had the Confidence to have ad-^ 
vanced this, if I had not had the Original in 
my Hands ; which makes it plain, that there 
can never be more than one Bezoar Stone at 
a time in the Belly of this Animal, becaufe 
of the Bignefs of this Membrane : And ’tis 
likely the great Number of thefe Animals 
that have no Bezoar at all in them, occafions 
their Scarcity and Dearnefs. 

However, if you would have the fineft 
and beft oriental Bezoar , you muft chufe 
that which is fhining, of a pleafant Scent, 
tending to that of. Ambergrife , fmooth to' 
the Touch, and which rubb’d on Paper done 
with Ceruffe, makes it become yellow. The 
lefs it is broken to Pieces, and full of Bits 
irregularly fhap’d, the better; and take care 
that the falfe be not mix’d with the true, ef- 
pecially when ’tis bought in large Pieces; 
for the more fhining, large, intire, and round 
it be, the more it is valued. But as to the 
particular Figure or Shape, it is of no Con¬ 
sequence, for its phyfical Ufe, whether it be 
long, round, crooked, or twifted, fmooth, 
rough, white, yellow, or grey ; but the prin¬ 
cipal Colour that is ufually to be met .with, 
is the Olive Colour. 

The Ufe of Bezoar was formerly very 
common, but at prefent we fcarce know 
what it is, by reafon of the Iniquity of the 
Times, and its extravagant Price, or that it 
grows out of Fafhion ; for Medicines have 
their Modes as well as Clothes; notwith- 
rtanding which, this is a Prefervative from 
pertilential Air, and a Remedy for the 
Small-Pox, Meartes, or other contagious 
Difeafes. It is reckoned alfo proper againft 
Vertigo’s, Epilepfies, Palpitation of the 
Heart, Jaundice, Cholick, Dylentery, Gra¬ 
vel, to procure Labour Pains, and againft 
Poifons. Dofe from four Grains to twelve. 
The Jews call this Stone Bell-Zaard , v, hich 
fignifies the Mafter, or Overcomer of Poifon. 
/ 

Of Occidental Bezoar. 

The occidental Bezoar differs from the 
Oriental, in that it is ufually much larger, 
being found fometimes of the Size of a final] 

Hen’s 
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Hen’s Egg. It is likewile of diverfe Colours, 
but molt commonly of a light Grey. It is 
made up of feveral Lamina , or Crufts, laid 
one over another like the former, but much 
thicker, and being broke, appears as if it had 
been fublimed, in that- one fees a great ma¬ 
ny little Needles fhooting like thofe in Salt 
of Lead, and the Bottom is-foft, and very 
fmooth, of a reddifh grey Colour. 

This Bezoar is brought from Peru , where 
it is found in fome Goats, Harts, or thofe 
Animals that produce the Bezoar. And as 
they are but rarely met withal in the Belly of 
thefe Animals, that makes it, that very few 
are brought into France. It has alfo a very 
fweet Smell, and is much ftconger than 
the Oriental Bezoar. And becaufe this Be¬ 
zoar is very fcare, the Dutch and other 
Nations make it with a grey Pafte, which 
they form into round Balls of what Size 
they pleafe. And I can allure you that I 
have feen one of the Bignefs of a Tenis- 
Ball, that was in the middle of a gilt Sil¬ 
ver Cup, fo fix’d, that it could not be re¬ 
mov’d, to the End that it might be infus’d 
in the Liquor put in the Cup, in order to 
give a Flavour to it before they drink it. 

Bezoar is a Stone taken out of 
Fernery, the Belly of certain Animals in 
the EaJl-IndieSy of which there are 
feveral Sorts. I have here mention’d four that 
are of Ufe in Phylick. The firft Kind, or 
that molt commonly us’d, is call’d, Lapis 
Bezoar Orientally or the Oriental Bezoar. It 
is found in Balls of different Sizes and Shapes; 
for fome are as big as a Wall-nut, others as 
a Nutmeg, others as a Hazel-Nut, and 
fome as a large Pea: Some are round, others 
oval, flat, or bunch’d. The Superficies of all 
of them are fmooth, polifh’d, fhining, of 
an Olive or grey Colour. Their Subftance, 
when broke, divides like Lamina , or Scales, 
that are form’d fucceflively by different Ac- 
ceflions of faline Humours, which petrify 
in the Belly of the Animals, after the fame 
manner as Stones are form’d in the Chanels 
of a Current of the Waters, which continu¬ 
ally leave behind them certain Salts, which 
coagulate and form themfelves into a hard 
Cruft or Stone. The Bezoar is produc’d in 
feveral Parts of the Belly of a wild Goat in 
the E aft-Indies 9 which they call, in Latin , 
Capricerva , becaufe they partake of the Deer 


and the Goat. The Inhabitants otherwife 
call them Bezoar , from whence the Name 
of Bezoar arifes. 

This Animal is very nimble, fo that he 
will fkip from Rock to Rock ; and is dan¬ 
gerous to the Hunter; for he will defend 
himfelf, and fometimes kills the Indians that 
purfue him. The Head refembles that of 
the He-goat. The Horns are very black, 
and are bended almoft to his Back. The 
Body is coverd with an Afh-colour’d Hair, 
inclining to red, much fhorter than that of 
the Goat, and neareft to the Deer’s. The 
Tail is fhort, and turns up again. The Legs 
are pretty thick, and the Feet are cleft like 
thofe of the Goat. Chufe your Oriental 
Bezoar -in one whole Stone, that is fmooth, 
fhining, and of a pleafant Smell, inclining 
to Ambergreafe. _ They divide into La- 
mina , or Flakes, when broken ; of a grey 
or olive Colour. The largeft are the moft 
valued by the Curious, but it is of lit¬ 
tle Moment in Phyfick of what Size they 
are. It contains in it fome fmall Matter 
of volatile Salt, that is fulphurous and oily. 
It is efteem’d as a great Cordial, proper to 
promote Sweat, and drive away malignant 
Humours. The Dofe is from four Grains 
to ten or a dozen in any Cordial, or other 
proper Liquor. 

The fecond Bezoar is call’d Lapis Bezoar 
Occidentals , or Occidental Bezoar. It is a 
Stone ufually larger than the Oriental, but 
is not fo flick and fhining, of an afh or 
whitifh Colour. They feparate likewife in¬ 
to Lamina , but'a great deal thicker than the 
Oriental Bezoar , interfperfed with a great 
many fmall Points on the Infide. This has 
the fame Virtues with the other, but much' - 
weaker, being given to half a Dram. 

The third Sort is call’d, Bezoar Porci five 
lapis Porcinus , or the Hog Stone. It is almoft 
of the Bignefs of a Filbert , differently fhap’d, 
and ufually of a whitifh Colour, inclining 
fomething to a greenifh, but now and then of 
other Colours. The Outfide is fmooth. They 
find, this Stone in the Gall of certain Swine in 
India, in th eMoluccoes, and feveral other Parts. 
The Indians call them, in their Language, 
Maftica de\folio; the Portuguefe , Pedro de Vaf- 
far , or Piedra de Puerco ; and the Dutch , Pedro 
de Porco. It is very fcarce, and much valu¬ 
ed, fo that they fell it in Holland for four 

hundred 
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hundred Livres, and more. This Stone is 
fought after by the Indians with a great deal 
oflndulhy. 

They ufe it as a great Prefervative againft 
Poifon, and reckon it very proper to cure , a 
Malady they call Mordoxi, which-oomes 
from an irritated Bile, which caufes thofe 
that are feiz’d with it to be worfe than them 
that have the Plague. It is likewife us’d for 
theSmall-pox, epidemical Fevers, in hyfterical 
Cafes, and for the Stoppage of the Courfes. 
It is pretended to excel Orie?ital Bezoar. 
When they ufe it, they let it Hand infufing 
fome Time in Wine and Water, that it may 
impart its Virtue; then they drink the Infu- 
fion before lyieals: It has a little Bitternefs, 
which is not unpleafant. There are thofe 
who have thefe Stones hung in little gilt 
Chains, to put into any Liquor for the Infu- 
fion. They keep them in little golden Boxes. 

The fourth Sort of Bezoar is call’d Bezoar 
Simla?, or the Bezoar from the Ape. It is a 
Stone as big as a Hazel-Nut, round or oval, 
and blackifh. They fay it is taken from a 
kind of Ape that is found particularly in a 
certain Iiland of America. This Stone is 
very fcarce and dear; fo that Mr. Tavernier 
fays, that when it is as big as a Wallnut, 
they fell it for above a hundred Crowns. 
They are- efteem’d more fudorifick and pro¬ 
per in malignant and peltilental Cafes, than 
all the other Bezoars. The Dofe is from two 
Grains to fix. The Signification of theWord 
Bezoar , according to fome, is a Counter Poi¬ 
fon : According to others, the Over-comer, 
or Mailer of Poifons. 


4. Of the Mulk-Cat, or Goat. 

Pomet. '""P H E Mufk-Cat is an Animal 
which comes very near to the 
Figure and Colour of a Hind, only it has a 
longer Body, according to the Skin which I 
have feen in the Polfeflion of the Sieur Ni¬ 
cholas Rondeau at Roan. There are a great 
many of thefe Animals in the Kingdoms of 
Tunquin and Bout an, and in divers Parts of 
Afa. 

That which they call Mulk is a corrupted 
Blood, which is colle6led under the Belly of 
this Animal, after the Manner of an Impo- 
ftume; and when it is ripe, the Beall, by 


Inllindl, goes to rub himfelf againft a Tree 
to break it. • And this corrupted Biocd being 
dried-in the Sun, acquires a llrcng Smell 
that is very difagreeable, which u ought to 
retain when it is pure, and has not come 
into the Hands of the Jews in Holland and 
other Places, or of other Perfons, who fophi- 
llicate it with Earth, dried Blood, and other 
Contrivances. 

They' are much abus’d who are made be¬ 
lieve that thofe are the Cods of the Animal; 
and that he gelds himfelf when he is purfued, 
as knowing that he would be taken for his 
Tellicles. But this has been imagin’d, becaufe 
the People who put it into Bladders, cut 
them out in that Shape. Others would 
have it that the Mulk is bruifed Blood, 
which is produc’d over all the Body of this 
Amimal, by breaking it with Clubs; and 
that they afterwards wrap it up in Pieces of 
the Skin, which they cut and few into the 
Falhion of Cods. But fince both thefe Ori¬ 
ginals of Mulk feem very odd and fanciful, 

I think it bell to relate what Mr. Tavernier 
has written in his fecond Volume, Page 316. 
that the Reader may incline to which Opi¬ 
nion he likes bell. 

<c The bell Sort and greateft Quantity of 
u Mulk comes from the Kingdom of Bou- 
“ tan, from whence they carry it to Pat - 
“ na, a principal City of Bengal, to traf- 
“ lick v/ith the People of that Country. All 
“ the Mulk that is fold in Perfia comes from 
“ thence ; and the Merchants who trade in 
“ Mulk, had rather that you fhould give 
<£ them yellow Amber or Coral for it, than 
“ Gold or Silver, becaufe thofe are the 
<c two Things of greateft Efteem amongft 
“ them. 

“ After they have Plain this Creature, 
<c they cut the Bag which is under the Bel- 
“ ly, about the Bignefs of an Egg, and lies 
“ nearer to the genital Parts than the Navel; 
c< then they take the Mulk out of the^ 
“ Bladder, which at that Time is like clot- 
“ ted Blood. When the Country People 
“ would adulterate it, they put the Liver 
“ and Blood chopp’d together inllead of fome 
“ of the Mulk they take out. This Mix- 
e< ture produces in the Bladders, in two or 
“ three Years Time, certain little Animals 
u which eat up the good Mulk; fo that 
“ you lhall find a great deal of Damage 

“ when 
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“ when you come to open them. Other 
“ Peafants, when they have open’d the Blad- 
“ der, and taken out as much Mufk as they 
«< can, fo as not to be perceiv’d, put in 
“ fmall Bits of Lead to render it more weigh- 
« ty. Merchants who buy and tranlport it 
££ into other Countries are more eafy under 
££ this Deceit than the other, becaufe thofe 
££ little Animals don’t engender in it ; but 
“ the Cheat is Hill more difficult to be dif- 
“ cover’d when they make little fmall Pur- 
« fes of the Skin of the Belly of the Ani- 
<£ mal, and few them up fo neatly with 
££ Threads of the fame Skin, that they feem 
££ to be real Bladders, and fill thefe Purfes 
£c with that which they have taken out of the 
£C real Bladders, together with the fraudu- 
t£ lent Mixture they would add to it, which 
££ the Merchants can have no Knowledge 
££ of. It is true, that if they tie up the 
££ Bladder as foon as they have cut it off, 
££ without giving Air and Time for the Per- 
£C fume to lofe a little of its Force by Eva- 
££ poration, whilft they draw out that which 
££ they would take from it, it would follow 
££ that when any one put the Bladder to his 
£C Nofe, Blood would burft forth imme- 
<£ diately by the Force of the Perfume, 
££ which ought of Neceffity to be tempered, 
££ to render it agreeable, without hurting 
££ the Brain. The Perfume of this Animal, 
££ which I brought to Paris was fo ftrong, 
££ that it was impoffible to endure it in the 
££ Lodging; it gave all the People the Head- 
<£ ach, fo that it was remov’d into the Out- 
t£ Houfe, where fome of my Servants cut 
££ the Bladder; which however did not 
££ hinder the Skin from retaining fome of 
£C the Perfume. They don’t begin to find 
££ this Animal till about the 56th Degree; 
££ but in the 60th there is great Number, 
££ the Country being full of Forefts. It is 
££ true, that in the Months of February and 
££ March , when thefe Creatures have en- 
££ dur’d much Hunger in the Climate where 
££ they are, by reafon of the Snows that fall 
££ in great Quantities, io as to be ten of 
££ twelve Foot deep, they come from the 
££ North, Southward to the 44th or 45th 
££ Degree, to eat the Blades of the green 
££ Rice ; and it is at that Time the Country 
££ People lay Nets- for them in their Paf- 
££ fage, and kill them with their Staves and 


££ Arrows, Some People have affirm’d to 
££ me that they are fo lean and feeble, thro’ 

££ Hunger, that they fuffer themfelves to be 
- ££ run down. There muff be a prodigious 
££ Quantity of thefe Creatures, fince each 
££ has but one Bladder; and the largeft 
££ commonly being no bigger than a Hen’s 
££ Egg, cannot furnifh above half an Ounce 
££ of Mufk ; fo that fometimes there muff be 
££ three or four Bladders to make one Ounce. 

££ - The King of Boutan fearing left thefe 
“ Tricks which are play ? d with the Mufk 
££ fhould fpoil the Trade for it, (fince it can 
££ be had from Tunquin and Cochin-china , 

££ where it is dearer, becaufe it is not taken in 
££ fuch large Quantities,) has fome time fince 
££ commanded that none of the Bladders" 
££ fhould be few’d, but all brought open to 
££ Boutan , which is the Place of his Refidence, 

££ there to be infpe&ed, and feal’d with his 
££ Seal. All thofe which I bought were of 
££ this Kind. But notwithstanding all the 
££ King’s Precautions, the People have a cun- 
££ ning way to open them, and put in their 
££ fmall Bits of Lead, (as I have Laid) which 
££ the Merchants endure the more patiently, 

££ becaufe it does not fpoil the Mufk, but 
££ only deceives them in the Weight. 

Mufk is to be chofen in very dry Blad¬ 
ders, where the Skin that covers it is veiy 
thin, and there is but little Hair upon it, be¬ 
caufe there are fome, where there is more of 
the Skin and Flair than the real Commodi¬ 
ty. Let it be of a brown Colour, which is 
the Mark of the right Tunquin Bladder, 
which is much more efteem’d, and better 
than that of Bejigal , which is cover’d with 
Skins that have white Hair upon them. 
When the Mufk is feparated from its Cover, 
that fhould be made Choice of, which is of 
a dark Colour; of a ftrong and unfup- 
portable Smell ; of a bitter Tafte, and has 
as few hard and black Clots in it as is pof- 
fible; and being put upon the Fire, will 
burn and be confiim’d. Yet this laft Mark 
is not of general Ufe, but ferves only to 
difcover that which is mix’d with Earth ; > 
for the Fire will not manifeft the Falfity 
of that which is counterfeited with Blood. 
Others will have it, that the right Mufk 
ought to have an Oilinefs when prefs’d 
<with the Fingers. But as this is a Commo¬ 
dity very difficult to be known, and the 
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Coolnefs of the Metal may hinder it from 
growing too dry, and lofing its moft vola¬ 
tile Parts. That Musk is to be made choice 
of that is fufficiently dry, of a reddifh Co¬ 
lour, ftrong Scent, and a bitter Talte. It is 
almofl all Sulphur, or Oil and volatile Salt. 
It has very little Earth in it. The Scent is 
naufeous and difagreeable when you fmell 
to a great deal of it at a Time, but fweet 
and pleafant when fome few Grains are mixt 
W'ith a Quantity of other Ingredients. The 
Reafon of the Difference is this; when it is 
in a larger Quantity, the Parts evaporate fo 
much, that they opprefs and tire the Olfacto¬ 
ry Nerve j whereas, on the contrary, when 
there are but a few volatile Particles, they 
only affeCt it with an agreeable Titillation. 
Musk has been us’d much more amonglt 
the Perfumers and Confectioners, than it is 
at prefent. People are afraid of it now, 
becaufe it raifes the Vapours, efpecially in 
Women. 

It fortifies the Heart and Brain, refrefhes 
the decay’d Spirits; it refills Poifon, difcuf- 
fes and rarifies grofs Humours, increafes 
Seed, and expels Wind. TheDofeis from 
half a Grain to four Grains. It is good for 
Deafnefs, being put into the Ear, with a 
little Cotton. They apply it to the Womb, 
to allay the Vapours in hyfterical Fits, upon 
the riling of the Womb, called the Mo¬ 
ther. 

Of the Civet-Cat. 

Pomet . HP H E Civet is a thick unCtuous 
•*- Liquor, found in a Pouch 
which is under the Tail, and near the Anus 
of a Beall like a Spanijh Cat , but much 
more fierce, and very voracious. This Ani¬ 
mal has from, hence the Name of the Civet- 
Cat, and is very common in China , the Eajl- 
and JVeJi-Indies , and likewife in Holland . 

Authors differ extreamly concerning the 
Nature of this Animal, and that which 
we take from it. But as it is not my Pur- 
pofe to repeat what they have written, I 
fhall only relate what I myfelf have practis’d 
upon a Civet-Cat thaxl kept alive aYear toge¬ 
ther, whofe Figure I have given you. It 
was brought from China by a Perfon in the 
Retinue of the Ambaffadors of Siam , who 
Vol. II. 


gave it to one of my Friends, who made a 
Prefent of it to me in the Year 1688. Ha¬ 
ving kept this Creature fome Days, I per¬ 
ceiv’d that the Wall and Bars that enclos’d 
it were cover’d with an unCtuous Moilture, 
thick, and very brown, of a very ftrong and 
difagreeable Smell: So that during all the 
Time I kept this Animal, I took Care to 
gather the Civet out of the Pouch every 
other Day, not without fome Trouble and 
Hazard, becaufe it put the Creature to fome 
Pain or Apprehenfion of it; and having done 
fo for fome Months, I had about the Quan¬ 
tity of an Ounce and a half; but tis certain, 
that if the neceflary Care had been taken, 
and the Beall could be hindred from rubblrg 
itfelf, I might have got a great deal more ; 
but I negleCted it, becaufe the Colour of 
the Drugg did not pleafe thofe I Ihew’d it 
to, though it was well fcented, and as good 
at lealt as that which is brought from Hol¬ 
land. 

There is no Reafon, therefore, to think 
that- the Civet is the Dung or Sweat of 
this Animal, as fome have believed, and told 
us, that the Animal affords no Civet ’till it 
has been well beaten ; and that the more it 
is enrag’d, the more Civet it lets down un¬ 
der its Belly, and between its Thighs; which 
is contrary to the Truth, as may be re¬ 
mark’d from what I faid before. And as to 
the white Colour of that which comes from 
Holland , the Reafon of it is becaufe the 
Dutch , who make a great Trade of Civet, 
feed their Cats with Milk and the Whites of 
Eggs. 

Befides the Civet from Holland , there 
comes fome from Brazil which is brown, a- 
greeable both in Smell and Colour to that 
I gather’d from my Animal; and they give 
it the Name of Guinea or Brazil Civet. 

There is a third Sort called Occidental Civet , 
of which, becaufe it is fo common, and has no 
Relation to this Chapter, I fhall fay nothing; 
and therefore remit the Reader to the feveral 
Authors that have treated of it. 

That Civet is to be chofe which is new, 
and of a good Confiftence, that is, that it 
be neither too hard nor too foft, of a white 
Colour, of a ltrong Smell, and very difa¬ 
greeable. This Commodity is as difficult to 
be known as. Musk. It is for this Rea¬ 
fon the Hollanders put little printed Certifi- 

D cates 
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cates upon their Pots of Civet, to give it the 
Credit of being pure and not fallified; and 
that it is fuch as it came out of the Pouches 
of the Civet-Cats ; but. the belt Way is 
to buy it of honeft Merchants, without 
relying upon the printed Papers, or the 
Colour, fince it may be of a gold Colour, 
and yet be good ; for if it be kept a little 
Time, though the Pots be never opened, 
the Top, how white foever it were be¬ 
fore, will become yellow, and of a gold 
Colour, and as it grows old will be ftill the 
browner. 

Many Perfons affirm, that if a Paper is 
rubb’d with Civets and one can write upon it, 
it is an infallible Mark that it is natural, 
■which I have found to be falfe, having tried 
it leveral times. But befides, the Care muft 
be taken to have it from honeft People; one 
muft look whether in keeping it does not 
grow mufty and decay’d ; becaufe thatwhich 
is mix’d will grow mouldy, both at Top 
and Bottom, efpecially if any Air get to it, 
and will have a rank Scent, and very difa- 
greeable. When this happens to People who 
have falfified it, and it becomes unfit for 
Sale, as well for its ill Colour as its Smell, 
which is different from the right Civet, they 
colour it with fome Druggs, and fo pals 
it off under the Name of Guinea Civet, 
which will eafily be found out by its reddifh 
Colour, which they commonly give it, and 
not trulting to the Dutch or French Prints 
they put upon it, which ferve only to cover 
their Knavery, and to get twenty or two 
and twenty Livres for that Commodity, 
which does not Hand them in perhaps forty 
Pence. 

Civet is of very little Ufe'in Phyfick, but 
is moft in Requeft with the Confectioners 
and Perfumers, where it ferves to perfume 
and give a Scent to other Ingredients. This 
Drugg is to be us’d with a great deal of 
Difcretion ; for if one exceeds, though ne¬ 
ver fo little, the juft Quantity that fhould 
be us’d, inftead of a pleafant Smell, it ren¬ 
ders one that is very difagreeable. ~ 

Zibethum , Zibetha, Civet a, Ze- 
Lemery. petium; in Englijh, Civet , is a li- 

• quid Matter, or congeal’d Liquor, 

unCtuous, of a Scent that is very ftrong and 
unpleafant. The Beaft from whence it is 
taken is called in Latin, Flycsna > Catus Zi- 


druggs. 

bethicus, Felis odor at us, in Englijh the Civet- 
Cat. It is a Creature much bigger than a 
Cat, and lefs than a Badger, having fome- 
thing in it that refembles a Fox ; the Face 
is fharp like a Martin, with a black Nofe ; 
its Ears fhort and round; its Eyes blue 5 the 
Leg and Foot black, more broad and open 
than a Cat’s, but the Claws not fo crooked, 
nor hid in the Feet, but its Teeth are more 
terrible ; it has Spots all over the Body ; the 
Hair of the Legs and Feet is very fine 
and foft, bur in other Parts harfh, and 
ftanding upright. It is a neat and cleanly 
Beaft, and therefore the Place it is kept in 
muft be wafh’d every Day. Merchants buy 
the young ones, and breed them tame, feed¬ 
ing them with Bran, Rice-Milk, hard Eggs, 
Bread, Flefh, &c. fo that a Cat that is large 
and gentle, may come to be valued at between 
four and eight Pound Sterling. 

The belt Civet is laid to be made in Eng¬ 
land ; but great Quantity is fent from Hol¬ 
land, with printed Certificates into all Parts 
of Europe. The beft is of a clear, fine, 
lively whitifh Colour. The Wejl-Indian, 
Barbadian, and African Civets are next in 
Goodnefs ; but the blackeft is the worft, 
which generally comes from the Eajl- 
Indies. 

Itisa valuable Commodity, fo that an Ounce 
when pure has been valued at forty Shillings. 
It is often adulterated with Ox-Gall, Storax 
and Honey. It is much to be prefered to 
Musk, becaufe the Scent is finer. It is of a 
fubtle and clear Nature, and contains a great 
deal of Oil and volatile Salt. It comforts 
the Spirits, and is good again ft' all Difeafes of 
the Head, Brain, and Womb. The following 
Mixture is good to perfume Cordial Waters 
and Powders, for the fore-mentioned Inten¬ 
tions. Take one Ounce of Civet , Musk in 
fine Powder, fix Drams; Ambergreafe two. 
Civet put up in aPefiary, or Piece of Spunge, 
prevails againft hyfterical Fits and Vapours; 
put into the Ears with a little Cottoi'l, it helps 
the Difficulty of Hearing. If that Mixture be 
ground with an equal Quantity of the Yolk 
of an Egg, it fo opens its Body, as to make it 
mix exquifitely with an aqueous Subftance ; 
alfo with twelve or fixteen Ounces of Spirit 
of Wine, you may draw a moft admirable 
Tindlure for the aforefaid Purpofes ; and 
being anointed upon the Glands, juft before 
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Coition, it is laid to caufe Impregnation, and 
cure Barrennels. Civet is anodyne and good 
for the Cholick in Infants, if applied to the 
Navel. 

6. Of the Caftor, or Beaver. 

Pomet. HP H E Caftor or Beaver , call’d 
A by the Latins , Caftor or Fiber , 
is a four-footed Animal, placed amongit the 
amphibious Creatures that live equally on the 
Land and in the Water. At Land it feeds 
upon divers Fruits, Leaves, and Barks of 
Trees, and efpecially of the Willow-Tree; 
and in great Rivers upon Shell-Fifh, and 
fuch other Prey as it can catch. This Va¬ 
riety of Food is the Realon why its hinder 
Parts to the Ribs have the Tafte of Fifh, 
and that they are eaten as fuch upon Falling 
Days; and all the reft has the Tafte of 
Flefh, fo that it is not ufed but at other 
Times. 

The Beaver has a Head almoft like that of 
the Mountain Rat, but a little bigger, and 
proportionable to the Bulk of his Body, 
which is thick and grofs, much about the 
Size of a Pig of fix Months old, and pretty 
large Teeth; the under Handing out be¬ 
yond their Lips, three Fingers Breadth; the 
upper about half a Finger, being very 
broad, crooked, ftrong, and fharp, growing 
double, very deep in their Mouths, bending 
circular, like the Edge of an Ax, and are 
of a yellowifh Red. They take Fifhes upon 
them as if they were Hooks, and will gnaw a- 
funder Trees as thick as any Man’s Thigh, 
being able to break in Pieces the hardeft 
Bones; where, he bites he never lofes his 
Hold’till his Teeth meet together. The Bri- 
llles about their Mouths are as hard as Horns, 
their Bones, are folid, and without Marrow ; 
their fore Feet are like a Dog’s, and their hin¬ 
der like a Swan’s. Their Tail is cover’d over 
with Scales, being like a Soal, about lix 
Inches broad, and ten Inches long, which 
he ufes as a Rudder to fteer with, when he 
fwims to catch Fifh. And tho’ his Teeth 
are fo terrible, yet when Men have feiz’d 
his Tail, they can govern the Animal as they 
pleafe. The Beaver of Dantzick has Hair 
upon four or five Inches of the Tail, and the 
reft fcaly. 


The Beavers make themfelves Houfes of 
fquare Timber, which they gnaw down with 
their Teeth, almoft as even as if it were 
fawed, and almoft as equal as if it were 
meafured. They lay thefe Pieces a-crofs, and 
each is let down by large Notches into the 
other; fo that having dug a Hole for their 
Foundation, they build feveral Stories, that- 
they may go higher or lower, according to 
the Rife or Fall of the Water. 

I fhall not difpute the Exiftence of thofe 
little Tefticles, furnifhed with all the other 
Veflels and Inftruments neceflary for Gene-- 
ration,, which'the Royal Academy have dis¬ 
covered Lome Years ago in the Thighs, and 
near the Groin of the Beaver. But having 
never feen thefe little Tefticles placed in the 
Rank of Druggs, nor any Thing fold for 
Cajioreum , but that Part of the Animal 
which the Ancients called Fibri Teftes , with-, 
out troubling myfelf whether thefe are true- 
Tefticles or no, fince this Treatife is not a- 
bout Generation, it will be fufficient to give 
a juft and exadl Defcription of thofe Parts' 
of the Animal, fince I know no other fo apt. 
to be fophifticated as they. 

That which we call Cajioreum , is a flefhy 
Subftance, contained at the Bottom of two 
pretty large Pouches, equal, diftincl, placed- 
Side-ways, one by the other, and wrapt in 
one common Bag, fix’d below the Funda¬ 
ment of the Animal between the two Thighs, 
covered by a common Skin that enclofes the 
whole Body, and there outwardly reprefent- 
ing two Tefticles, like thofe of a Boar; 
which tho’ they lie within, yet may be diftin- 
guifhed without the Skin, and taken in the 
Hand, altho’ they don’t hang dov/n as the 
Tefticles of other Creatures. Having open¬ 
ed the hairy Skin, you meet with the com¬ 
mon Pouch, and in that the two others 
diftindl from one another, which contain 
the Matter which we call Cajior. 

The Cuftom is to tie thefe two Pouches 
as they are found, and hang them in the 
Chimney till they are well dry’d, and the 
Matter contained in them be grown hard, and 
the outward Pouch has contradled a brown 
Colour. 

When thefe internal Pouches are opened, 
there is found in the lower Part a Matter 
flefhy, folid and pulverifable, of a Colour 
like Cinamon, intermix’d and ty’d, together 
D 2 with 
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with Fibres and Membranes, exquifitely in¬ 
terwoven, and of a Scent that is extreamly 
ftrong. There is likewife found in each of 
thefe lefler Pouches, a little above the flefhy 
Matter, another Pouch, diftind, but much 
lefs, and faftened to that which enclofes it, 
which contains an oily Moifture, of a Scent 
as ftrong as the former. This being new is 
like the beft Honey before ’tis coagulated, 
but is of the Colour and Subftance of Suet 
as it grows older. 

Thefe are the true Marks of the Cajlor 
that is fold, to be us’d in Treacle, Mithridate, 
and divers other cephalick and hyfterical 
Compolitions ; and thefe I can avouch to be 
true, having bought and fold a great deal, 
and knowing that no Perfon of Underftand- 
ing will contradid me. But I can fpeak with 
more Certainty upon what M. Charas , who 
dwelt near the. Rhofne , and thofe Places 
where thefe Animals are taken, has allured 
me; that he bought of a Peafant’s Daughter 
the Pouches of a Beaver, juft taken from the 
Body, which he hung up in the Chimney, 
being then of the Colour of Flelh, and ap¬ 
pearing like Tefticles, which Shape they 
retained when dried ; that they then weigh’d 
fourteen Ounces; and being cut open, had all 
the inward Parts, as I have defcribed them : 
That he afterwards got a live Beaver from 
the fame Place, which a Country-Man 
brought him in a Tub, which was in all 
Things conformable to the Defcripftpn I have 
given; and efpecially as to the pouches, 
W'hich being lituated in the fame Place as 
thofe of a Boar, were of fo large a Size, 
that they were more than an Handful. The 
Beavers being of different Sizes, their Pou¬ 
ches are proportionable; lo that when they 
are dried, we have them from four to lixteen 
Ounces. 

Thefe Animals are bred in the Rhofne , the 
Lifer e, the Oife, in France , in Spain, Savoy, 
and Italy. There area great many taken a- 
long the Elb , and the great Rivers of Ger¬ 
many and Poland ; as likewife in Lithuania 
and Mufcovy, the Lakes of Canada, and Hud- 
fin's Bay in America ; but it is almoft a ge¬ 
neral Rule, that the Fur is finer, longer, and 
fofter, according to the Coldnefs of the Re¬ 
gion they are bred in. 

The Dearnefs of Cajlor, and the Ava¬ 
rice of wicked Perfons, have induc’d People 
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to counterfeit it, which they do by mixing 
the Powder of the true Cajlor with Gums 
that there is no Necellity of naming, and 
putting them in the Skins which have con¬ 
tained the Tefticles of Lambs and Goats; then 
they hang them in the Chimney, and pafs 
them off for true Cajlor. But it is eafy to 
difeover the Cheat, by cutting the Pouches, 
and looking for the Marks I have given 
you ; of which the molt effential is, that 
you will find none of the Fibres and fmall 
Skins fo naturally intermix’d in them. And 
whereas the true Cajlor, when pounded, will 
pafs through a Silk Sieve, and leave feveral 
little Membranes upon the Silk; the Gums 
won’t pafs, but remain clotted, without any 
Appearance of the little Skins before-men¬ 
tioned. 

I fhall pafs over that which feveral confi- 
derable Authors have reported of the Beaver, 
that being purfued by the Hunters, he bites off 
his own Tefticles, and leaves them for his 
Ranfom; feeing he can no more bend his 
Body, fo as to come at them with his Teeth, 
than a Boar can do ; and befides, being al¬ 
ways near great Rivers, it is eafy to efcape 
by plunging into the Water. 

Cajlor diverfly prepared is recommended 
in Difeafes of the Brain and Womb, both 
inwardly and outwardly. The oily Sub¬ 
ftance is likewife us’d in Ointment, and in 
the Compofition of Oil of Cajlor. 

There was a Beaver dilieded in the Aca¬ 
demy of Sciences, which was three Foot and 
an half long from its Nofe to the Extremity 
of its Tail. His greateft Breadth was 
twelve Inches, and he weigh’d above thirty 
Pounds." His Colour was brown, and very 
fhining, inclining to a dark Grey. His 
longeft Hair was an Inch and an half long, 
and fine like the Hair of one’s Head; the 
Ihorter was an Inch, and as foft as the fineft 
Down ; his Ears were round and very fhort, 
without Hair within, and outwardly like Vel¬ 
vet. He had four cutting Teeth, fuch as Squir¬ 
rels and Rats, and other Creature-, have that 
are us’d to gnaw Things. Thefe Teeth be¬ 
low were above an Inch long; and the upper 
ones, which come lomething forward, were 
not diredly oppofite, but fo difpoled as to 
work in the Nature of Sheers, palling one by 
another, being very fliarp at the End, and 
cutting like an Ax j their Colour was white 

without, 
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without, and of a bright Red within, in¬ 
clining to a baflard Saffron. It had fixteen 
Grinders, eight of a Side. The Claws be¬ 
hind were join’d by a Web, like thofe of a 
Goofe ; but thofe before were without fuch 
Membranes, not unlike the Mountain Rat, 
and they ufe them for Hands, as Squirrels do. 
Their Nails are cut hoping, and hollow’d 
like a Pen to write with. The Tail, as 
well as the Feet, has more of the Nature of 
a Fifh than of a terreftrial Animal, and tafles 
like it, being covered with Scales of the 
Likenefs of Parchment, about a fmall 
Straw’s Breadth, of an irregular hexagonal 
Figure, which form an Epidermis , or Skin 
that joins them together. It was eleven In¬ 
ches long, and of an oval Figure, four Inches 
broad at the Root, and five in the Middle. 
This helps him in fwimming, and to bear his 
Mortar that he makes ufe of in building his 
Houfe, which he has fometimes of two or 
three Stories. His Teflicles were not fatten’d 
to the Back-Bone, as Matthiolus,Amatus , Ln- 
fjtanus , and Rondelet have told us ; but they 
are hid in the Sides of the Os Pubis , about 
the Groin, and don’t appear without, any 
more than the Yard, nor can they be cut 
out without killing of the Creature. It had 
four large Pouches, fituated at the lower 
Part of the Os Pubis: The two firlt were of 
the Figure of a Pear, and had a Communi¬ 
cation with one another; they had an in¬ 
ward Covering, which was flefhy, of an 
afh Colour, ftreak’d with a great many 
white Lines, which had feveral Folds, like 
thofe of the Skin of a Ram’s Cod,' and 
two Inches long, where there was a grey- 
ifh Matter, of a foetid Scent, and very 
thick; and this is the Cajioreum fo much fpo- 
ken of. 

The Caff or, or Cajioreum , of Dantzick , 
being heavier and of a ftronger Scent, is pre¬ 
ferable to that of Canada , which is general¬ 
ly dry, not clean, and has very little Smell. 
Let the Pouches be weighty and flefhy ; and 
Care muft br taken that they be not filled 
with Honey, or any other Counterfeit, 
which is eafily diftinguifhable ; becaule they 
which are fo fill’d, up, are bloated, fmooth, 
bright, and if prefs’d a little, fend forth a 
liquid and corrupted Honey;. whereas the 
others, on the contrary, are hard and weighty, 
and when they are cut, will be full of little 


Strings, and have a Smell that is ftrong and 
piercing. 

The Skin of the Cajior is efleemed the 
fineftand foftefl Fur in the World, and is a 
valuable Commodity for making Beaver 
Hats. In Poland they line all Sorts of Gar¬ 
ments with it, as making the bell Show, and 
enduring the longefl of any. Fur. The Hair 
fhould be long, foft and filky ; and that of 
the fat Cajior is preferable to the lean. The 
Skin being burnt to Afhes, and the Powder 
applied to the Nofe, flops Bleeding. 

The Fat of the Beaver is us’d as an Oint¬ 
ment againfl the Palfy, Convulfions, hifle- 
rical Fits, Apoplexy, and Falling-Sicknefs. 
Take half a Pound of Beavers Fat, Oils of 
Rofemary, Nutmegs, Amber, and Mace, of 
each one Dram. 

The general Virtues of Cajior are in 
flrengthening the Head and Nerves, being 
prevalent againfl the Biting of Serpents and 
mad Dogs. It helps Forgetfulnefs, caus’d 
by Sicknefs, curing Convulfions, Pains and 
Noife in the Ears from cold Humours, 
Coughs, Catarrhs, and Diflillation of Rheum, 
provoking the Terms, caufing a fpeedy and 
eafy Delivery to a Woman in Travel, bring- 
ingaway both Birth, and After-birth, and dead 
Child. It has been found effectual in Epilepfy, 
Apoplexy, Fits of the Mother, Gripings of 
the Belly, and Cholick. It is prepar’d feve¬ 
ral Ways; but the Powder may be prepared 
as follows: Take pure Caflor in fine Pow¬ 
der, two Ounces; Saffron, Pepper, Bay- 
Berries, Tartar vitriolated, Camphire, of 
each one Dram ; mix them. The Dofe is 
from one Dram to four Scruples, in any 
proper Vehicle. 

The Cajior , or Beaver , is a four- 
footed Animal, amphibious, for it Letnery. 
can live by Land or Water. It is 
about the Bignefs of a Pig of fix Months 
old: Its Head is of the Shape of a Moun¬ 
tain Rat: Its Teeth are large, flrong, fharp, 
and cutting : Its Body fhort and hairy : Its 
Skin is covered with a very foft Hair, of 
which they make Hats: Its Tail is about a 
Foot long, an Inch thick, four Fingers 
broad, without Hair, fcaly, grey, hollow 
towards the Root, flrengthen’d by Joints 
running into one another: Its Legs are fhort, 
thofe before refembling a Dog’s,, and the 
hinder one’s a Swan’s: It feeds upon Fruit, 

Leaves, 
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Leaves, and Bark of Trees, and upon Fifh 
when it is in the Water. It is half Flefh, and 
half Fifn. The firft is not reckoned good, 
but the Tail and hinder Legs are fweet like 
the Tuny, having a folidFat. Some of the 
Tails weigh four Pound, and are accounted 
a great Dainty both boil’d and roafted. 

If you would take hold of a Beaver , you 
mult feize on his Tail, and fo fecure him, 
that he cannot turn to bite you ; and by the 
Hold you have of his Tail you may govern 
him as you pleafe. 

Amonglt the Beavers fome are accounted 
Matters, fome Servants. They generate in 
the Beginning of Summer, and bring forth 
in the End of Autumn. They are cleanly in 
their Houfes j for the making of which, they 
draw the Timber on the Belly of their An- 
tients, they lying on their Backs. They love 
their Young. They ufe their fore Feet like 
Hands. And their Cry is like that of an In¬ 
fant. Their Telticles are placed at the lower 
Part of the Belly, between the Thighs, near 
the Fundament, but they lie within, under 
a flefhy Skin, which is hairy, and covers all 
the Belly ; however they may be diftinguifh’d 
outwardly, and handled. When they would 
have thefe Tefticles, they open the flefhy 
hairy Skin, under which they find the firft 
common Purfe, which contains the two 
others in the Shape of little Purfes, or the 
real Tefticles of an Animal; then they tie 
them by the Neck, and hang them in the 
Chimney, leaving them till they be dry and 
hardned, and the outward Purfe is of a 
brownifh Colour, and this is what they call 
Cajlor. If you then open thefe inward Purfes, 
you will find a Matter which is hard, brittle, 
of a yellowifh brown, intermix’d with ma¬ 
ny loofe Membranes of a ftrong and piercing 
Odour ; and underneath this Matter there is 
another Pouch which enclofes an undluous 
and fattifh Liquor, very like Honey, which 
as it grows old, comes to the Colour and 
Confluence of Suet, and is of as ftrong a 
Scent as the Parts that are more folid. 

Some of thefe Purfes are larger, fome lefs, 
according to the Beaft they are taken from. 
They are belt cured by taking them out, 
cleanfing them purely, and drying them well 
in fome fhady Place; which when it is 
well done, they will keep feven Years. It 
is adulterated by Gum Ammonlacum , Blood 


and Powder of Kidneys, Cfc. as alfo whole 
Kidneys put up into little Bladders, but may 
be difeovered by being black, mouldy, and 
not apt to crumble ; whereas the genuine 
is of a foetid, ftrong, and unpleafant Smell, 
and of a ftrong, (harp, biting, and bitter Tafte, 
and of a brittle Subftance. 

The Cajlor contains a great deal of exalted 
Oil and volatile Salt; it attenuates vifeous 
Humours, ftrengthens the Brain, provokes 
the Terms in Women, allays Vapours, refills 
Putrefaction, caufes Perfpiration ; is proper 
for Epilepfy, Palfy, • or Apoplexy, and is a 
Medicine for Deafnefs. 

The unctuous Liquor which is found an¬ 
nexed to the Tefticles of the Beaver has the 
fame Virtue, and is ftrenthening to the 
Nerves. . 

7. Of the Elk. 

T H E Elk is a wild Creature Pomet. 

that is commonly met withal 
in the cold Countries, efpecially in Siveden , 
Norway , Canada , and other Parts. This 
Animal is about the Height of a Coach- 
Horfe, or a large Ox; the Head is very 
thick, the Eyes are bright; the Horns upon 
the Head are fpreading and large, like thofe 
of the Deer; the Legs long and flender ; 
the Feet black, and divided at the Hoof, as 
thofe of the Ox or Cow ; as to the Hair, it 
is foft, and of a blackifh Yellow. I fhall not 
Hand to relate what abundance of Authors 
have faid concerning this Animal: I fhall on¬ 
ly fay, that the Name Eland , or Elan, given 
by the Germans , fignifies Mifery ; as well be- 
caufe that this Animal lives no where elfe 
but in defolate Places, as Woods, Forefts, 
and the like, as becaufe he is very fubjedl to 
the Falling-Sicknelsj and as foon as he is 
attack’d with this Difeafe, he fails not to put 
his left Foot to his left Ear, to cure himfelf 
thereof; which has given Occafion to the 
Antients to believe that the Elk’s Claw, or 
the Horn upon the left Foot, was a Specifick 
for the Epilepfy. 

Of all the Parts of this Animal, there is 
none ufed in Medicine but the left hind Foot, 
for the Reafons aforefaid; upon which Ac¬ 
count the Buyer mull take care, that what 
is offer’d to Sale be not the Foot of fome 

other 
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other like Animal, that is difficult enough to 
diflinguifh, unlefs the Leg or the Skin be 
with the Foot, to fee by the Hair whether 
it be the left hind Foot. You ought to take 
care likewife, that it be not worm-eaten, 
which often happens when they are old; but 
on the contrary, .let the Claw be heavy, 
black, fhining, and very fmooth. It is of 
fome Ufe amongft the Apothecaries for fome 
other Difeales, as well as that named. 

Some People eat the Flefh as Venifon. The 
Skins are drelied by Tanners, with Fifh- 
Oil and Alum, to make Breaft-Plates of, 
and to fhelter from Rain. They may be 
known from a Deer or Hart’s Skin, by 
blowing through them ; for the Breath will 
come through, like as in Buff. The Nerves 
are us’d againft the Cramp, by binding the 
affedled Part with them. The Horns are 
faid to be anti-epileptick; but the chief Vir- . 
tue is faid to lie in the Hoof, being worn 
in a Ring, or hung about the Neck, fo as 
it may touch the Skin. It is inwardly taken 
in Powder, being rafp’d, or fil’d like Harts- 
Horn. 

Alee five Alces , or the Elk, is a 
Lemery. four-footed wild Beail of a large 
Size, betwixt a Deer, an Afs, and 
a Goat, having great branched Horns, bend¬ 
ing toward the Back on the plain Edge, the 
Teeth or Branches of them being upwards, fo- 
Jid at the Root, and round like a Hart’s 
Horn, but much broader. They grow as it 
were out of their Eye-lids, are very heavy, 
weighing at lealt twelve Pounds, and are 
about two Foot long, which Horns they 
loie every Year. It is headed fomething 
like a Horfe, has long Ears, a broad Fore¬ 
head, and an upper Lip fo great, that hang¬ 
ing over the nether, it fo much falls over, 
that it cannot eat for it but by going back¬ 
wards. It is a long-back’d Beall, with a 
Ihort, or almoll no Tail, and a cloven Hoof 
like the Hart; his Hair is almoll of the fame 
Colour, and fometimes of a brown Ruffet. 
He has a llrange kind of Mane, lying both 
on the Top of his Neck, and underneath his 
Throat, where it Hicks out like a Beard, or 
curl’d Lock of Hair. 

This is a melancholy Beall, and frequent¬ 
ly affiidted with the Falling-Sicknels, con¬ 
tinuing in the Pangs thereof till the Hoof 
of the Left Foot touch the Left Ear} where¬ 


with rubbing the Part, the Creature is thew 
upon immediately deliver’d. In the Northern 
Climes they live in Herds, and are taken by 
Hunting; for upon the flighteft Wound, they 
are fo timorous a Creature, they immediate¬ 
ly fall down, and yield themfelves a Prey to 
their Enemies. In Sweden, Livonia , &c. they 
are taken, tamed, and us’d for Bealls of Bur¬ 
den ; for they are both fwift and llrong, and 
ferve well to draw in Sledges upon the Ice 
and Snow, in Ruff a, Scandinavia , and other 
Northern Parts. 


8. Of the Elephant. 

H E Elephant is an Animal that 
in Height and Thicknefs ex- Pomet, 
ceeds all the Bealls of the Earth. It 
is a very underllanding and trablable Crea¬ 
ture, being arm’d with a long, flefhy, and 
nervous Trunk, which ferves him inftead of 
an Arm or Eland upon many Occafions. It 
has likewife the Difcretion or Knowledge 
how to extend and contract his Body upon 
entering into a Paffage feveral Feet lower 
than its Body, provided it be wide enough 
for its Bulk. I don’t believe it will be necef- 
fary to give a very particular Defcription of 
this Animal, becaufe there is fcarce any con- 
fiderable Town in Europe , but where this 
Creature has been feen ; only it may not be 
amifs to inform you, that the Elephants come 
from the Ealtern Parts of the World, but 
more particularly from the Great Mogul’s 
Country. They are the Males only that 
are arm’d with great Teeth, or Tufhes, at 
the upper Part of the lower Jaws, for the 
Females are much lefs; both thefe are call’d 
Ivory, of which feveral fine Works are made ; 
as well as Medicines and other neceffary 
Things for Life. 

I lhall not trouble myfelf to give an Ac¬ 
count of all that has been writ upon this 
Subjedl by the Antients, in Relation to the 
Elephant ; but only take notice of fome few 
Things that may be entertaining to the Rea¬ 
der, if they afford him no other Instruc¬ 
tion. Amhrofe Parry gives an Account of 
two forts of Dragons which dellroy the Ele¬ 
phants after this manner: Thefe Dragons 
wind themfelves about the Legs of the Ele- 
phantSy and then thrulling their Heads up 

their 
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(heir Noftrils, they put out their Eyes, fling 
them, and fuck their Blood till they are 
dead. 

Pliny affirms he faw an Elephant which 
learn’d the Greek Letters, and was able with 
his Tongue to write a Greek Sentence ; and 
in the Plays of Germanicus Cafar, Elephants 
danc’d - after Inftruments of Mufick, keeping 
Time and Meafure. The Elephant is faid to 
have a kind of Religion; for it worfhips, 
reverences, or obierves the Courfe of the 
Sun, Moon, and Stars: For when the Moon 
fhines, they go to the Waters where they 
may fee her j and when the Sun rifes, they 
falute or reverence his appearing, by holding 
up their Trunk to Heaven in Congratulation 
for the Light. By a kind of natural Inftindt 
they have fome Fore-knowledge of their 
own Death; and when any of their Kind 
dies, they cover the dead Carcafe with Dull, 
Earth, and green Boughs. They have a 
paflionate Love to their Mailers and Keepers, 
and feldom forget to revenge an Injury on 
thofe that have offended them ; as they are 
always grateful to their Benefadlors. Aynod 
faith, an Elephant was cheated of the half 
of his daily Allowance by his Overfeerj'by 
chance the Mafter came and ferved him, up¬ 
on which the Beall divided it into two 
Parts before his Mafter, laying one of them 
afide: By this the Fraud of the Servant 
was detected. 

Pliny fays, that an Elephant which was 
duller than ordinary, was found by his Ma¬ 
fter in the Night, pradlifing Things which 
he had taught him in the Day, withpnuch 
Difficulty, and many Blows. It is reported 
they will live two or three hundred Years, 
if not prevented by extraordinary Accidents. 
They only breed in hot Countries, and 
fcarcely can bear Cold and Winter Weather. 
As to their Teeth, they are often found very 
large. An Elephant’ s Tooth was fold to a 
Venetian Merchant about twelve Foot long, 
and three Feet Diameter; and it weigh’d fo 
heavy, that he could not lift it. Vertomannus 
faith, that he faw in the Ifland of Sumatra 
two Elephants Teeth, which weigh’d 336 
Pounds. When thefe fall off, which is 
about every tenth Year, they bury them in 
the Earth with their Feet. 

The Ivory, which the Latins call Ebur> 
is the Teeth, or rather the Weapons, or 


Arms of the Male Elephant ; the bell and 
whiteft of which come from - Angola , Cei- 
lan , and other Parts of the Eajl-Indies. The 
Trade of Ivory, or Elephants Teeth, is ve¬ 
ry great in France , as well as England , for 
many Purpofes. There is a Spirit and vola¬ 
tile Salt made from it, by the Retort, which 
is highly efteemed in Difeafes of the Heart 
and Brain. It is cold and dry, a peftilential 
Antidote, moderately binding, andftrength- 
ening the Bowels. Take Filings or Rafp- 
ings of Ivory, half a Dram ; Powder of 
Man’s Skull, Bezoar Mineral, of each fifteen 
Grains; mix ’em for a Dofe in the Epilepfy, 
or any malignant Fever. Mix’d with Japan 
Earth, and Jefuits Bark, it is good for the 
Fluor AlbuSy Bloody Flux, Weaknefs of the 
Back, Gfc. Likewife Cochineal and Saffron 
being added, it becomes an excellent Cordial. 

Ivory Black is made of burnt Ivory, that is 
taken from the Fire whilft it retains its 
Blacknefs, is then pounded, and with Wa¬ 
ter made into little flat Cakes or Troches for 
the Painters, which, when good, ought to 
be very finely ground, foft, and brittle. The 
Apothecaries, or others, which diftil Ivory 
by the Retort, inftead of throwing the burnt 
Ivory that remains in the Retort away, may 
pound it, and make it into little Cakes, or 
Troches, as I have faid before, and then 
fell it to thofe who buy Ivory Black, or elfe 
put it upon a good Coal Fire, to reduce it to 
a white Powder, which is call’d Spodium , or 
burnt Ivory. 

Spodium , or Ivory calcin’d to a White- 
nefs, is burnt for the Purpofe, that it may 
be ferviceable in Medicine. The belt is that 
which is white within and without, heavy, 
eafy to break, in fine Shells, the leaft full of 
Dirt and Filth that may be. They bruife the 
Spodium upon a Sea-Shell, or Stone, and 
make it into Troches, which is what we 
call prepared Troches of Ivory, or Spodium . 
The fame Virtues are attributed to thefe, as 
to Coral and other Alkali’s. The Antients, 
befides Ivory, burnt Canes or Reeds j and 
the Canes thus reduc’d to Afhes, were alfo 
call’d burnt Ivory, Spodium or Antifpodium. 
It ftrengthens the vital Parts, refills malig¬ 
nant Fevers, prevents Mifcarriages in Wo¬ 
men, helps Conception, cures Vapours and 
Fits, and likewife kills Worms in Children. 
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Of ANIMALS. 


Of the Rhinoceros. 

The Rhinoceros is a four-footed Animal, of 
the Size of a Bull, whofe Body refembles 
molt the wild Boar. He is fo called, becaufe 
of the Horn that grows out of his Snout, 
which is black, about a Foot and a half long, 
hard, pyramidal, folid; the Point or Tip 
whereof turns up again towards the Crown 
of the Head. There is alfo another Horn 
of the fame Colour and Hardnefs, towards 
the Middle of the Back, which turns the 
fame Way as the other, but is not above a 
Hand’s Breadth long. This Animal is cover’d 
all over with ftrong Scales, belides which, he 
has two, as'it were Targets, upon his Body, 
like the Wings of a Dragon, coming from 
his Back down to his Belly. In like man¬ 
ner the Legs are fcal’d to the Hoofs, which 
are parted into four di Hindi Claws. 

This Animal is an Enemy to the Elephant , 
and, in fighting with him, fixes his Horn in 
the foft Part of the Elephant's Belly ; for 
which Caufe it is faid that an Elephant will 
run from him. When they fight they whet 
their Horn before-hand againlt Stones. They 
are not fierce againll Mankind without 
great Provocations. The Cry is like the 
Grunting of a Hog. The Indians make Bot¬ 
tles of their Skins to put Liquors in. The 
Powder being infus’d in W'ine, or taken by 
itfelfto a Scruple, is good againll malignant 
Difeafes. The Horn, which is chiefly ufed as 
the Unicorn’s, is faid to be good againll all 
contagious and malignant Fevers; for being 
a high Alkali, both fix’d and volatile, it en¬ 
counters and deltroys the malignant Acids, 
which ftir up and influence the moll perni¬ 
cious Difeafes. ’Tis reckon’d a lingular Su- 
dorifick. 

Elephas^five Elephantus , is a Qua- 
Lemery: druped, efteemed the biggelt in the 
World, of a monllrous Shape: 
The Head is great and deform’d ; the Mouth 
fo large, that a Man’s Head may as eafily 
enter into it, as a Finger into the Mouth of a 
Dog : Their Eyes are really large in them- 
felves, but appear fmall in Comparifon, and 
their Ears little, in Proportion to the reft of 
the Body, not much unlike the Wings of a 
Bat. The Teeth on either Side are four, to 
eat with and grind their Food, with two 
Vol. II. 
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others, one on each Side, which hang forth 
beyond the reft. It has a Trunk at the End 
of the Snout, call’d Probofcis , feu Tuba , feu 
Mams Nafuta , which is a large hollow 
thing, hanging from his Nofe, like Skin, 
downwards, ferving inftead of a Hand. 
When he feeds, it lies open to draw .in both 
his Meat and Drink ; by • this he receives of 
his Keeper whatever he gives him, and in 
Swimming draws through it his Breath. It is ’ 
crooked; griftly, and inflexible at the Root, 
next the Nofe, where it has two Paflages, 
one into the Head and Body, by which the 
Elephant breathes, the other into the Mouth, 
by which he receives his Meat. With this he 
fights in War, and is able to take up a fmall 
Piece of Money from the Ground, or any 
other Place; with this he can draw up a 
great Quantity of Water, and fhoot it out 
again, to the annoying of his Enemy. 

He is faid to have four Venters , or Bellies, 
and Lungs four Times as big as an Ox. His 
genital Member is like that of a Horfe, but 
lefs ; and the Tellicles lie inward about the 
Reins. The fore Legs are much longer than 
the hind Legs, of Ihort. Joints, and of equal 
Bignefs both above and beneath the Knees; 
the Ancle-Bones are very low ; he bends his 
hind Legs as a Man when he fits, but not 
both together, and fo leaning on one Side, 
fleeps moft commonly againll a Tree. Their 
Feet are round like Horfes, and as broad as a 
Bufhel, having five diftindl Toes upon each 
Foot, which are very little cloven, but 
without Nails. They are for the moft part 
of a Moufe Colour, or darkilh brown. The 
Skin is harder on the Back, and fofter on 
the Belly, without any Covering of Hair 
or Briftles, unlefs here and there one Icatter- 
ingly: It is fo tough, that a lharp Sword or 
Iron cannot pierce it. The Tail is like an 
Ox’s, but without Hair, except at the 
End. The Sound or Noife they utter has 
the moft Refemblance to braying, and feems 
as if always hoarfe. [The Virtues of the Ele¬ 
phants Teeth , or Ivory , are fully fet forth in 
Pomet.] 

The Rhinoceros , call’d fo from carrying his 
Horn upon his Nofe, is a large four-footed 
Animal, that looks as if he was fomething 
of the Boar Kind, only that,he is much lar¬ 
ger, and more, lubberly and dull. His Head 
is thick, and enclofed in a fort of flat Cowl/ 
E for 
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for which Reafon, according to the Rev. 
Father Le Comte's Memoirs of China , the 
Portuguefe have given him the Name of 
Moinedes Indes , or the Indian Monk. By rea¬ 
fon ofhis Horn fo advantageoufly placed, he 
becomes formidable to the Buffers, Tigers, 
and Elephants, which he engages fometimes. 
This Animal is found in the Defarts of Afri¬ 
ca. , in Afa, at Siam , and in China , where 
they feed upon the Branches of hairy and 
prickly Shrubs and Trees. The Horns, the 
Nails, and Blood, are all us’d in Medicine, 
containing in them a good deal of volatile 
Salt and Oil. They are ufeful to relift Poi- 
fon, ftrengthen and fortify the Heart, pro¬ 
cure Sweat, ftop Fluxes of the Belly, and 
are good againft all contagious Difeafes. 
The Dofe is from a Scruple to two, either 
in Infulion or Powder, which drunk in 
Wine, purifies the Blood, and is a good Pre- 
fervative againft infectious Air. 

5 >. Of the Camel. 

Pomet. HP H E Camel is a gentle dome- 

ftick Animal, whereof there 
are great Numbers throughout all Africa , 
and particularly in Barbary , and the Defarts 
of Getulia and Lybia, and are the greateft 
Riches of the Arabs . Thofe of Africa are 
better than the other, becaufe they will travel 
forty or fifty Days together upon Barley on¬ 
ly, and ten or twelve without eating or 
drinking at all. The Female carries her 
Burden eleven Months. When the Camels 
travel in the Caravan, or labour in the Field, 
the Drivers of them whiftle and fing; for 
the more they encourage thefe Animals, the 
better they march. Their Food is Grafs, Hay, 
Thirties, Barley, Oats, Rufhes, and Herbs. 
There are three Kinds of Camels ; thofe 
call’d Hegin are the biggeft, and will carry 
a thoufand Weight. The fecond Kind are 
what they call the Bechet , that have two 
Bunches on their Back, and are the beft to 
ride upon ; but thefe are only to be met with 
in A fa. The third they call Dromedaries , 
which are the fmalleft and fineft, and fit for 
no other Ufe but riding upon, and are fo 
fwift, that they will travel thirty five or forty 
Leagues a Day, and continue fo to do nine 
or ten Days through the Defarts, with little 
or no Suftenance. 
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When thefe Animals are to be loaded, 
they ftrike ’em over the Knees, and upon the 
Neck with a Stick, and they kneel upon the 
Ground.'to receive their Burden; and when 
they are loaded, upon the Sign being given, 
they rife prefently with it. Thefe Creatures 
bear Hunger and Thirft with great Patience. 
Some fay they carry Water in their Stomachs 
a long time to cool them, by means of a 
large Ventricle, about which they find a con- 
fiderable Number of Bags inclos’d in the 
Tunicles or Coats thereof, in which it ap¬ 
pears thefe Animals keep Water in referve. 
And hence it is that fome Perfons affirm, that 
when the Turks go with the Caravan, or to 
Mecha , and Water is fcarce, they kill their 
Camels , to drink the Water they have in 
their Stomachs. It is from thefe Animals 
we have the Hair that is called by their Names, 
and of which feveral fine Stuffs are made ; 
the beft of which is that on the Back, and the 
leaft full of white Hair: In fhort, the Camel 
of all Animals is the molt gentle, the leaft 
chargeable to keep, and which brings the 
greateft Profit to his Owner. 

Of natural Salt Ammoniack. 

Sal Ammoniack , or rather Natural Ammo- 
niack , is a Salt white within and without, of 
a faltifh Tafte, pretty like common Salt, on¬ 
ly that it is more pungent. It is brought us 
fometimes from Arabia or Lybia ; but at 
prefent we have very little, by reafon the 
Venetians and Dutch have found out a Way 
of making a Compofition that near refem- 
bles it in its Virtues; but there is a great deal 
of Difference in the Figure betwixt the na¬ 
tural and artificial. 

When the Turks , and other People of 
Afia or Africa , travel with their Caravans, 
their Camels , parting thro’ the Defarts, urine 
upon the Sands ; and the Sun lhining fierce 
on the Urine, fails not to dry it up, and re¬ 
duce it into a white Mafs; the Truth of 
which has been teftify’d by a Trial made of 
a Piece which Mr. Tournefort gave me the 6th 
of March , 1693, whofe Figure is here re- 
prefented, and marked A, and which I keep 
by me as a great Rarity. This Salt is cry- 
ftalliz’d ; that is to fay, it appears on the 
Top like Needles, as in SaltPetre refin’d, 
and hollow on the under Side, where there 
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it prevails in a Gargarifm againft the Quin- 
fey and Inflammation of the Throat, and in 
a Bath it gives Relief in the Gout, efpecial- 
ly if Cloths be made wet therewith and ap¬ 
plied. 

Of volatile Spirit cf Sal Armoniack. 

Take Sal Armoniack and quick Lime in 
Powder, fix Ounces of the firft, and one 
Pound of the latter 3 mix them in an Iron 
Mortar 3 add three or four Ounces of Wa¬ 
ter of Urine3 put them quickly into a Re¬ 
tort, the half whereof is empty 3 fet it in a 
Sand Furnace, with a very large Receiver, 
luting the Junctures clofe 3 begin the Diftil- 
lation without Fire for a quarter of an 
Hour 3 then add the Fire, incfeafing it by 
little and little, till no more Spirits come 
forth. Take off the Receiver, and imme¬ 
diately turning away your Nofe, put the 
Spirits into a Glals, which keep clofe ftopt 
for Ufe, you will have four Ounces of Spi¬ 
rit or better. This is ftronger than that made 
with Tartar, being endowed with the fiery 
Particles of the quick Lime 3 which being 
mix’d with Spirit of Wine, prevents the co¬ 
agulating 3 whereas that 'made with Tartar 
will caufe a Coagulum upon the Spot. This 
Spirit prepared either Way, corredts and 
hinders Putrefadlion, more than moft other 
Things in the World 3 and powerfully re¬ 
fills the Poifon or Venom of the Plague or 
Peftilence 3 and is very profitably given a- 
gainft all putrid Fevers. The volatile Spirit 
and Salt are more fubtle and penetrating,' 
and of a kinder Tafle and Smell than thofe 
which have been extracted out of plain 
Urine, becaufe they were not fermented 
and depurated by common Salt. This Spi¬ 
rit is good in all hypochondriacal Cafes, Suf¬ 
focation of the Womb, &c. but chiefly a- 
gainft Difeafes of the Head; as Vertigo, 
Lethargy, Epilepfy, Deafnefs, Palfy, Trem¬ 
bling, and the like. In a word, it is good 
in all Difeafes proceeding from Corruption, 
or Obftrudtion of Humours. 

Of the acid Spirit , and fix’d Salt of Armo¬ 
niack. 

1 

After the Spirit is drawn off with Tartar, 
there remains at the Bottom of the Cucurbit 

• 4 
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feven Ounces,’ and better, of a white fix’d 
Mafs, from which you may diftil an acid 
Spirit, as. you do Spirit of Salt 3 for indeed’ 
it is' a Kind of Spirit of Salt, or little better 5 
otherwifeyou may diflolve it in Water, filtre 
and cryftallize, fo will you have a very good 
Salt againft intermitting Fevers, given from 
ten Grains to thirty. This is as agreeable an 
Acid as any we have 3 and is very proper 
to allay. the Heat of Fevers, to provoke 
Urine, and flop the too violent Fermenta¬ 
tions of the Blood. There is another Way 
of making the fix’d Salt, by the Means of 
Egg-Shells, or quick Lime, which they re¬ 
duce with the formerMafs, into a clear, tranf- 
parent Body, like Cryftal, which is a very 
good Cauftick, but eafily runs to Water 3 
for which Reafon,. thofe who are defirous to 
keep it, put it in a Glafs Bottle well flopp’d,, 
fo that no Aircan enter. This fix’d Sal Ar¬ 
moniack being reduc’d into a Liquor, is 
what fome call, tho’ improperly. Oil of Sal 
Armoniack 3 and is indeed an Oil per deliqui- 
um , which feveral Perfons keep for the Re- 
fufcitation of Quick-Silver. 

Camelus , or the Camel , is a very 
tall tradtable Beaft, that is of migh- Lemery. 
ty Service to all the People of Afia 
and Africa. His Neck is long, the Body very 
thick andbroad, having a Bunch on his Back, 
and fometimes two. The Tail is like that 
of an Afs3 his Buttocks are fmall, confider- 
ing the Bulk of his Body, and the Legs very 
long. The Female goes with Young eleven, 
and fometimes twelve,Months 3 and when the 
young ones arrive at an Age and Size fit for 
Service, they load them with Burdens as we 
do Florfes in Europe. But as this Animal 
is very high, fo that it is difficult to load 
them, they are taught, while young, to 
kneel down upon their Knees to receive their 
Burdens 3 and this is the Reafon that they 
become, in Time, fo callous and hard, that 
they have fcarce the Senfe of Feeling on that 
Part. 

Thefe Camels are the ufefulleft Creatures 
in Africa. The Arabs make greatAdvantages 
of’em, becaufe they will live hard, and endure 
both Hunger and Thirfl with much Eafe, 
and wonderful Patience. Thefe Beafts are 
great Lovers of Singing, and other Mufick 3 
fo that thofe who travel long Journeys with 
them, fing or pipe all the Way to make ’em 

go 
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go the fafter and more chearfully. There 
are three Sorts of them ; the firft, or largeft 
fized, is call’d Hugium ; the fecond, more 
peculiar to Afia , is nam’d Becheti ; and the 
third is Dromas five Dromedarius , the Dro¬ 
medary , which the Arabs call Raguahil ; and 
is a fmall, thin, lean Creature, in refpedt of 
the others. 

All the Parts of the Camel yield a great 
deal of volatile Salt and Oil; the Flefh being 
eat, provokes to Urine; the Greafe or Fat 
is emollient, foftening, and refolutive, pro¬ 
per for the Piles or Hemorrhoids: The Brain 
being dried and beat to Powder, is good for 
the Epilepfy. The Gall mix’d with Honey, 
is reckon’d proper for the Quinfey; the 
Milk loofens the Belly, procures an Appetite, 
relieves and gives Eafe in an Afthrna. The 
Blood is faid to be proper to incline Women 
to conceive, if the' Region of the Womb be 
fomented therewith after the menftrual 
Flux. The Urine is good to cleanfe the 
Teeth, and make Sal Armoniack of. The 
Dung is vulnerary and deterfive, and the 
Milk and Flefti good to eat, fo that the Arabs 
feed upon them. 

io. Of the Bull, &c. 

Pomet. H E Bull, Ox, Ram or Wether , 
A are Animals fo well known to 
all the World, that it would be ufelefs to give 
a Defcription of them. There is fometimes 
found in the Bladder of Oxen, a Stone of the 
Colour and Shape of the Yolk of an Egg, that 
is foft, and of divers Crufts like the Bezoar ; 
for which Reafon it is call’d the Ox Bezoar , 
or the Gall-Stone, which if good ought to be 
high-colour’d and well dry’d ; for if they are 
purchas’d when taken frefh from the Animal, 
they waft confiderably in drying. Sometimes 
this Stone is fold pretty dear, efpecially if it 
falls into the Hands of Perfons who know 
its Value. The greateft Ufe that is made of 
it is for painting in Miniature, as they ufe 
Gamboge. The fame Virtues are afcrib’d to 
this as to Bezoar. But as this Stone is to be 
met with at home, it makes it not fo much 
valued as Oriental Bezoar. We likewife 
fometimes meet with a Cartilage in the 
Heart of an Ox, like that of the Stag, to 
which they give the Name of the Bone in 
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the Heart of the Ox, which is now and 
then us’d in Phyfick, inftead of that in the 
Stag’s Heart, tho’ very improperly. 

By the burning of Beef Bones, there is a 
Black made, call’d Bone Black ; it ought to 
be fine, brittle, fhining, and well ground; 
its Ufe is for Painting. There is a Glue made 
of the Cartilages, &c. well boil’d in Water, 
which is caft into Moulds, and afterwards 
fpread out and dry’d. This is then call’d Bulls 
Glue, or ftrong Glue, of which they make 
a confiderable Trade in France , efpecially of 
that made in England or Flanders. 

The ftrong Englifo Glue ought to be chofe 
well boil’d, dry, clear, and tranfparent, of a 
reddifh brown, eafy to break with the Fift, 
not gravelly or foul, but the fmootheft and 
neateft that can be had; rejecting fuch as 
when it is melted ftinks much; as all the 
ftrong Glues that are made at Paris , or there¬ 
about, do, which arelefs valued for any Kinds 
of Works, than that which is brought from 
England. The Flanders Glue ought to have 
the fame Qualities with the former; but not 
being fo much boil’d, they ufe this Glue for 
Hat-making, it ferving them better than 
that of England , as well as to paint in Water 
Colours.. 

The Wef -India Company in France bring, 
efpecially to Rouen , a great Quantity of Ox 
Hides from Barbary , of which theMerchants 
of Rouen make a confiderable Bufinefs, tho’ 
at Paris they fell but few. The greateft 
Share comes from Senegal, with the Gum and. 
the Gold Duft. As the Merchants of Rouen 
are oblig’d to give Credit for three Years to 
the Tanners, if by Accident any Tanner 
come to fail or die, and that the Succeflor 
of him is not able to pay for his Goods, the 
Merchant is permitted to open his Tan-Pits, 
and withdraw his Merchandize. Befides 
thefe, we fell Ox-Hides from Hungary. The 
beft are the whiteft, and the true Hungarian , 
becaufe they are much better than thofe which 
are made in France. Likewife Englifl) Calf- 
Skins, and others without Hair, or drefs’d, 
which comes from feveral Parts, as well as 
Flocks and Beafts Flair. Over and above all 
thefe, we trade in Beef-Suet, or Tallow, that 
comes from Ireland, which ought to be new 
and white. 

Bos, in Englif) the Bull, Ox, , 
or Cow, are fluggilh, horned Beafts, ' ‘ 

which 
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which chew the Cud, and cleave the Hoof; 
the Horns of the Bull are fhort, of the Ox 
very large. It is a Beall generally known, 
yet they differ much in their Shape, Size, 
Horns, and Colour, according to the Variety 
of Countries where they are brought forth. 
They yield from every Part a great deal of 
Oil and volatile Salt. The Flefh of the Bull 
is coarfe and tough to that of the Ox. The 
Cow’s Flefh, if fat, is good Meat; but if 
old and lean, it is not eatable. The young 
Bullock’s Flefh is fine, but much inferior to 
the Ox’s. Veal is a pleafant Meat, eafy of 
Digeftion, loofens the Body, and heals the 
Bowels in a Bloody-Flux. 

The Blood drunk warm is laid to cure the 
Epilepfy; befmear’d upon the Skin warm, it 
takes away all Foulnefs; and is alfo good 
againll the Gout and other Pains. The Fat 
is emollient, and is us’d in Balfams, Oint¬ 
ments, and Plaifters. It eafes Pains pro¬ 
ceeding from Colds; cures Kibes and Chil¬ 
blains, and. heals the chapping of the Hands, 
Lips, Nipples, Fundament, &c. The chy- 
mical Oil is good againll the Gout, Palfies, 
Numbnefs, Contractions of the Nerves and 
Mufcles, Lamenefs, '&c. The Marrow is 
of the fame EffeCl, but much finer. The 
Horns are alexipharmack, and by fome call’d 
the Englijh Bezoar ; the Powder rafp’d from 
the Horn much exceeding the truelt and bell 
Oriental Bezoar . Moreover, it is of lingular 
Ufe in the Falling-Sicknefs, Fits of the 
Mother, Convulfions, Palfies, Lethargies, &c. 
The Hoofs and the volatile Salt thereof are 
Specificks for all the Difeafes the Horns are 
faid to be good againll. 

The Gall mix’d with the Marrow and Fat 
of a Hen, and dropt into the Ears, eafes their 
Pain. That of a Bull is lharper and llronger 
than of an Ox or Cow ; and mix’d with 
Honey is a good Vulnerary, and cures almoll 
all Difeafes of the Eyes, if curable. There 
is no better Eye-Salve than it is. By itfelf it 
is a good Collyry againll Blood-lhot, Clouds, 
Films, Haws, or Pearls in the Eyes. Mixt 
with Myrrh and Aloes, it cures Ulcers of 
the Yard and other Parts, together with the 
Piles. Mixt with Nitre, it removes Scurf 
and Leprofy. The Dung is temperate, dif- 
cuflive, anodyne, &c. The Urine drank 
cures the worll Kind of Jaundice and Dropfy, 
by provoking to Urine; the volatile Salt and 


Spirit, are powerful Openers of Obllruc- 
tions. They find fometimes in the Stomach 
of an Ox or Cow, a Sort of large Ball like 
a fmall Apple, of a round Figure, a little 
flattifh, having ufually towards the Middle 
a round Hole, wherein one may put one’s lit¬ 
tle Finger; it is of a reddilh grey Colour. 
This Ball is made of the Hairs which the Ox 
or Cow licks off herfelf, and which in Pro- 
cels of Time Hick one upon another ’till 
they are colledled into a Mafs. It is rec¬ 
kon’d proper to Hop the Hemorrhoids and 
other Fluxes ; the Dofe being from half a 
Scruple to half a Dram, powder’d and taken 
inwardly. It is likewife us’d externally, like 
Spunge, to deterge and dry up Wounds. 

There is another Kind of this Creature, 
call’d a Bifon , which is but a wild Cow, 
Bull, or Ox, breeding in Scythia ,, Mufcovy , 
and Scotland ; but thofe in Scotland are 
white. It is call’d Vacca Paonica in Latin ; 
in Greeks Bifon. They differ nothing from 
the common Cow or Ox, fave that their 
Mane is like a Lion’s; and they have a 
Beard under their Chin, being much larger 
than thofe which are common with us: 
Thofe in Scotland are of a lefTer Kind, and 
white, where they were once in vail Num¬ 
bers, but are now mollly dellroy’d. Their 
Flefh, and all their other Parts, were equal 
in Goodnefs with the common Sort before 
treated of. 

To the Bifon we will add the Urus , call’d 
in Englijh , the Ure-Ox> or Cow, but un¬ 
known to the Greeks. Thefe alfo are a kind 
of wild Oxen or Cows, differing little or 
nothing from our common Ox or Bull, fave 
in their Magnitude or Stature, coming near 
to the Bignefs of an Elephant; when grown 
up it is a wild untameable Creature, nor 
can it be made fociable like ours, unlefs they 
be taken when Calves, and brought up young. 
They breed in the Woods of Hercynia , in 
the Pyrenean Mountains, in Prujjia , &c. 
where they are faid to be fo wild, cruel, and 
untameable, as they neither fear or fpare 
Man or Beaft. Their Largenefs and Strength 
is incredible. Their Goodnefs for Food, and 
Virtue of their Flefh, Milk, Hides, Horns, 
and other Parts, as alfo the Flefh of their 
Calves, differ nothing from our tame ones, 
nor is their Beef any ways inferior to ours, 
but is only of a larger Kind. 
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ii. Of the Ram, or Sheep. 

Pomet. C HEEP are one of the moft necef- 
^ fary Animals for the Ufe of Man¬ 
kind, and therefore bred in moft Nations 
of the World, tho’ the Difference of Cli¬ 
mate makes fome Difference in their Co¬ 
lour and Shape. The Sheep of Greece are 
lefs than the Sheep of rEgypt, and the Oves 
Pyrrhic a were like Boves , by Reafon of their 
exceeding Largenefs, their Name being de¬ 
riv’d from Pyrrhus their Mafter. The Sheep 
of Chios are very fmall, and the Rams of 
India not much bigger than our Lambs. In 
Spain their beft Sheep have black Fleeces, 
and all their Sheep bear exceeding fine Wool. 
Near the Alps they are grey, or Honey-co- 
lour’d. In Afia , Bcetica , and Erythraa , red 
like Foxes. At Canufium they are yellow, or 
Lion Tawny: And fo alfo at Tarentum. In 
IJlria and Liburnia the Sheep bear Wool fo 
coarfe, that it may rather be accounted Hair 
than Wool. The Sheep of Apulia gave the 
Name of Lana Italica for excellent Wool ; 
yet it was fhort and coarfe, good for nothing 
but to make Garments to ride in, and to wear 
in rainy Weather. The French Sheep are 
not of the beft Kind, but the Flemmijh have 
a fine, foft, curled Wool; fo alfo have the 
Sheep of Miletum , Attica , and Gadilonea , 
reaching to America. Thofe in Pontus and 
Cappadocia coarfer. In Scotland the Sheep 
bear good Wool; but that of the Englijh 
Sheep excels, in Softnefs and Finenefs, all 
other Wool in the World, except the Spanijh 
Wool; and yet the Spaniards had the Sheep 
which bears that fuperfine Wool firft from 
England. In /Ethiopia the Sheep bear no 
Wool at all, but Hair like Camel’s Hair. In 
Gortynis the Sheep are red, and have four 
Horns. In fome Parts of India both Sheep 
and Goats are as big as Afles, and bring 
four Lambs at a Time, never lefs than three. 
The Arabian Sheep are in Size, Figure, and 
Colour, like the Englijh Sheep ; but there are 
two Sorts amongft them that are diftinguifh’d 
by the Length and Breadth of their Tails, 
being fo extravagant both Ways, that the 
Sheep cannot move from one Place to ano¬ 
ther without Afiiftance. 

Befides the common Sort of Sheep, there 


are two Kinds of wild Sheep, the Mufmoti 
and the Subus. The Mufmon is not unlike a 
common Sheep, except in its Wool, which 
feems to be rather the Hair of a Goat, being 
the fame which the Antients call’d Oves Um- 
brie re, the Umbrian Sheep. Some will have this 
to be a Kind of wild Goat, which it does 
not fo much refemble, for it wants the Goat’s 
Beard, and its Horns are abfolutely like 
Rams Horns. They are bred in Corfica , Sar¬ 
dinia, and Spain ; and are faid to be got be¬ 
tween a Ram and a She-Goat, as the Ciny- 
rus is between an He-Goat and a Ewe. The 
Form of the Mufmon is much like a Ram; 
his Horns grow from his Head like a Ram’s, 
and bend backwards almoft to his Ears; it is 
exceeding fwift of Foot, not much inferior 
to the fwifteft Beaft. The Skins of them are 
fo thick, that in the Place where they are 
bred, they are us’d for Breaft-PIates. Thofe 
Sheep live on the Mountains, and are admi¬ 
rable Meat, but are fcarcely found any where 
now, but in Sardinia. 

The Subus is a Kind of wild, or rather 
Water-Sheep, of an amphibious Nature, 
living both on the Land and in the Water; 
he eats Fifh, which flock about him in great 
Abundance, but tarries no longer in the Wa¬ 
ter than ’till his Belly is full. This Sheep is 
of a bright yellow Colour, like thofe of Crete , 
but its Wool is not fo rough. It has two large 
Horns upon its Forehead, fwims well, and 
is very greedy after Blood. Thus much of 
the wild Kind, and fuch as are not common; 
we fhall now return to thofe that are fo. 

The Sheep is the mildeft and moft inoffen- 
five of all the Creatures upon Earth, of 
which there is no Part but what is profitable 
and ufeful to Mankind: The Flefh,. Blood, 
and Milk are for Food; the Skin and Wool 
both together, and a-part for Cloathing: 
The Bones for making of Tefts or Coppels 
to melt Gold in; the Guts for Inftruments 
of Mulick and Bow-ftrings; the Horns and 
Hoofs for Trumpets, and other little Toys, 
befides their phyfical Ufe, and the Dung for 
manuring of Land. Their Flefh is the uni- 
verfal Food of Europe ; and in fome Coun¬ 
tries they make Butter and Cheefe of their 
Milk. As to their Wool, they are very pro¬ 
fitable in all Nations, being fhorn in the cold 
Countries once a Year; but in the hotter 
Countries twice a Year. In fome Places 

they 
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they are never (horn; but according to the 
old Cuftom, they pull the Wool from the 
Sheep’s Back, whence the Name Vellus, a 
Fleece, is fuppos’d to come a Vellendo , from 
pulling. 

Having thus far given a Defcription of this 
Animal, I fhall now proceed to fhew its me¬ 
dicinal Ufes. From the Horns is drawn a 
volatile Oil, Spirit, and Salt; any of which 
are efficacious againft Difeafes of the Head, 
Brain, and Nerves; as Epjlepfies, hylterical 
Fits, Vapours, (Ac. From the Hoofs and U- 
rine you may extract the fame Preparations. 
The Dung is a prevalent Medicine againft the 
Jaundice, Dropfy, Cholick, Pleurify, Spleen, 
Stone, Gravel, Scurvy, &c. taken either in 
Powder, Tindture, or Decodlion. The Dung 
made into a Cataplafm with Camphire, Sal 
Armoniack, and a little Wine, opens, di- 
gefts, attenuates, and eafes Pain. It is ex¬ 
cellent in Abfcefles about the Ears and other 
Emundories, Swellings in Womens Breafts, 
Pain of the Spleen and Gout. 

The Skin, belides its Ufes for Leather, 
Parchment, Size, &V. has fome .medicinal 
Ufes of confiderable Moment. A Lamb- 
fkin newly taken off and applied hot, is an 
admirable Thing to give Eafe in Pain, ftreng- 
then any weak Part, and cure a Bruife new¬ 
ly taken. So a ftrong Broth made of. it in 
Claret, by bathing in it as hot as can be en¬ 
dured, will affwage Tumours, ftrengthen 
weak Joints and Limbs, and reftore a Waft¬ 
ing of the Parts, from an Atrophy or Con- 
fumption ; and fome fay it is powerful enough 
to remove a Diabetes. 

The Tallow and Cawl ferves for making 
Balfams, Ointments, and Emplaifters; and 
the Marrow is good againft the Cholick, 
Gripings of the Guts, and Exulcerations of 
the fame. The Oefipus is only the Sweat of 
the Sheep condenfed upon the Wool, and 
making it greafy. It is emollient, difcutient, 
and anodyne, being ufeful againft Contulions, 
Strains, and Weaknefs of the Joints and 
Limbs. The Guts being cleans’d, dry’d, and 
twifted, ferve for Strings to Bows and Inftru- 
ments of Mu lick. A Jelly made of Sheeps 
Feet, is prevalent in Consumptions, Fluxes, 
of the Bowels, Exulcerations, and the like. 

There is a great Trade carry’d on through¬ 
out the World with Wool; and amongft the 
reft, PerfanW ool is in great Vogue. The belt 
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of which is the fofteft, and leaft full of long 
Hairs; but Spanijh Wool is reckon’d the 
fineft and molt faleable Commodity; of 
which there are thefe feveral Sorts that are 
efteem’d the molt preferable: Vigognia and 
Segovia Wool the fineft Sort, the fmall Segovia 
and Segewen Segovia . of Cajiile , &c. The 
ordinary Sort of Navarre and Aragon ; the 
fineft white Wool of Sevil, Malaga, and 
Portugal. Belides thefe, there are the Ger¬ 
man Wools of Roflock, Stralfund, and Anclam, 
Newmark, Weydacker , Stetin , Thoorn, Dant- 
zick, PruJJia, Lunenburg, Bremen. The 
Wool that is produced in Berry , and the ad¬ 
jacent Parts of France , is the longeft, and 
generally the coarfelt in Europe. 

12. Of the FJart, or Deer. 

HP HE Deer is an Animal fo well p 
known every where, that it 
would be needlefs to give a Defcription of 
him. I fhall only imform you that there are 
three Kinds underftood by this general Word 
Deer, viz. Firjl, The Hart and Hind, which 
are called in England , the Red Deer ; 
idly. The Fallow-Deer ; and 3 dly. The Roe- 
Buck and Doe. All which are Animals of 
very long Lives, as may be feen by a Stag’s 
Head kept at the Caftle of Amboife, of a 
prodigious Length, which teftifies the ex- 
tream Age of the Creature that bore it. 
Some French Hiftorians relate, that Charles 
the Sixth kill’d a Deer in the Foreft of Senlis, 
which had a Golden Collar about his Neck, 
wherein were engraved thefe Words, Hoc 
Csefar me donavit, Caefar gave me this. This 
anfwers to a Story that pafies in England, 
where it is reported, that King fames the 
Firft, in hunting, took a Hart with a Col¬ 
lar, having an Infcription with Julius C ajar’s 
Name thereon. But as to the Longevity of 
the Creatures, antient Authors have been 
abundantly more profufe in their Allowances 
than the Moderns; for it is affirm’d by fome 
of the former, as a pofitive Truth, xh-xtAga- 
thocles. King of Sicily, hunting in Calabria, 
took a Hart with a Collar upon him, on 
which was written Diomedes Diana, which 
was fuppos’d to be done before the Siege of 
Troy, which was a thoufand Years before his 
Time, 
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The. red and fallow Deer are generally otherThings; and the Stones that are fome- 
found in all Countries of Europe, and feveral times met with in the Stomach, or Gall- 
Parts of Ajia, Africa , and America, in Parks, Bladder, are fomething like Bezoar, both 
Woods, or Forefts, feeding upon Grafs, Hay, 

Herbs, and Leaves of Shrubs arid Trees. The 
Roebuck is bred chiefly in America, Syria, A- 


rabia , Greece , and feveral Parts of Africa, 
in Lycia, Italy , Spain, the Alps, and Ger¬ 
many. It is obfervable, that the Lycian Roes 
never go over the Syrian Mountains ; yet' 
their Delight is wholly among Hills and 
Rocks. 

As to the medicinal Ufes of the Parts of 


Lemerx 


in Figure and Virtue, but not altogether 
fo powerful, and nothing near fo much va¬ 
lued. ■ 

Cervus , or the Deer , is a large 
four-footed Animal, with Horns, 
that is very lively, fprightly, and agile, li¬ 
ving a long Time, and bearing a great Branch 
of Horns, that ferve him for his Defence, 
and drop off in the Spring-time, inftead of 
which new ones put forth. The Female 


thefe Animals, they are in the main one and Hind or Doe, is call’d Cerva in Latin; the 


the fame ; and therefore in treating of them, 
we (hall do it generally for all at once. The 
Horns are the principal Parts in Ufe, where¬ 
of there are many Remedies prepared ; as the 
Rafpings, the calcin’d Powder, the Jelly of 
Harts-horn, the Oil, Spirit and volatile Salt; 
all or moft of which are great Cordials, and 
good againft fainting and fwooning Fits, 
Heart-burnings, Convuifions, Falling-fick- 
nefs, hyfterical Fits, &c. provoke Sweat, 
flop Fluxes, kill Worms, and comfort both 
the Heart and Brain. The Hoofs have the 
fame Virtues with the Homs, but, are much 
more powerful Cephalicks ; the Spirit, or 
volatile Salt, or Oil, being excellent in Epi- 
lepfies, and Fits of the Mother. The Bone, 
or rather Cartilage, that is found in the 
Heart of an old Deer, is faid to be cordial, 


young one Hinnulus , or the Fawn. The 
whole abounds with abundance of volatile 
Salt and Oil. The Velvet Horns are fo foft, 
during the firft Month, that they may eafliy 
be beat off'; and being made into a Jelly, are 
us’d to haften the Birth. The Rafpings of 
Harts-horn are proper for Ptifans, Jelly, ZAc. 
The Bone found in the Heart of a Stag, is 
fometimes half as long as the little Finger, 
broad as the Nail, flat and thin, ufually tri¬ 
angular and white. Chufe the leaf; rather 
than the biggeft, becaufe the Bone in an Ox’s 
Heart is often impofed upon you for that. 
It is almoft cartilaginous when taken out of 
the Animal, but hardens into a bony Sub- 
ftance afterwards. The Bone in the Deer’s 
Heel is proper in the bloody Flux, being gi¬ 
ven in Powder to a Dram. The Marrow is 


and is brought into the ConfeCtion of Hya- yellowifh, inclining 'to white, and may be 
Jt revives the Spirits, expels Melan- us’d externally in Rheumatifms Sciatica’s , ZAc. 


cintb. 

choly, and helps the Palpitation of the Heart. TteSuet j s pjewife profitable for the fame 
This Bone is fuppos’d to be the Effect of a ~ 

Polypus. 

The Bones of this Creature, diftill’d in a 
Retort, yield a volatile Spirit, Salt and Oil, 
but neither fo fine, or fo much in Quantity 
as arifes from the Horn. The* Fat or Suet is 
equal to the belt Emollient. It lenifies and 
foftens Callofities, Contractions, fchirrous 
and cancerous Subltances. The Marrow 
being purified, and prepared for keeping, has The chief Commodity we fell which comes 
the fame Virtues, and may be ufed the fame from thefe Goats, is a kind of Fat or Greale 
Way. The Powder or Filings of the Pizzle, which is found-fticking to the Beards of thefe 
given in Wine, is diuretick, and. very good Animals, efpeciallyfuch of them as feed upon 
againft Cholick and Dy fernery: Some have af- nothing but the Leaves of a certain Shrub 
firm’d it provokes to Venery. The Skin or very crimmon in the hot Countries, which 
Hide of the Hart, Hind, Buck, or Doe, are the Botani/ls call Cif us Ledum , or that Kind 
of great Ufe, when drefs’d, for Garments, of it which produces the Labdanum. The 
Gloves, Stockings, Bags, Shoes, Boots, and Leaves are long and narrow, rourii very 
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Ends, being emollient, ftrengthening to the 
Nerves, and refolutive. 

1 3- Of the Goat. 

HP H E Goat is anfAnimal univer- 
X My known in France, Italy, Pomet . 
Cyprus, Candia, and other Parts. 
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gluey, of a dark Green that continues all the 
Year. 

The Inhabitants of the,Country gather 
this Greale with wooden Indruments, like 
Combs, and then make it up, being com¬ 
monly full of Hair and other Filth, into a 
Mafs, or Cakes of different Size and Weight, 
which is what is call’d Labdamm , or Lauda- 
minty that is natural or in the Beard; but 
fince the Wanders underdood that there was 
afweet pleafant Smell in this greafy Matter, 
and that when it was well purified, it would 
be confiderably valued, they have taken care 
to melt it, and drain it through Cloths, as 
well to take out the Drofs, as to give it a 
more fragrant Smell. Having thus refin’dit, 
they wrap it up in fine thin Bladders, as we 
have it brought us, and to which we give 
the Name of Liquid Labdanum , or Black 
Balfam. This Fat, thus prepared, is much 
us’d in England: As for what is us’d in 
France it is fcarce worth fpeaking of; the 
Perfumers being the only People that deal in 
it, either becaufe of its Dearnefs, or becaufe 
it is but little known. The word; of the 
liquid Labdanum is melted into Rolls, which 
they twid as they do Wax-Candles; and this 
they call Twifled Labdanum. 

Chufe the bearded Labdanum y the mod: fra¬ 
grant and cleaned you can get. The liquid 
Kind ought to be of a folid Confidence, of a 
fine Jet Black, fweet and pleafant to the 
Smell, inclining to that of Ambergreafe y which 
has given Occafion to fome Merchants to fell 
liquid Labdanum for black Ambergreafe . As 
to the twided Sort, it ought to be rejected, 
as being full of nothing but Dirt and Sand. 
Befides thefe different Sorts of Labdanum y 
we have prepared Goat’s Blood, which is 
us’d in Medicine; and that it may be en¬ 
dow’d with the excellent Qualities, which 
the Antients attributed to it, the Bead mud 
be fed for fome Time with aromatical Herbs, 
and fuch as are proper to break the Stone, 
and mud not be above four or five Years old. 
Having cut its Throat, you are to referve 
only the middle or fecond Blood, rejecting 
what comes out fird and lad. This you are 
to put into an earthen Vefi'el cover’d with a 
clean Cloth, to hinder Dud or Dirt from 
falling into it, and then expofe it to the Sun, 
or fet it in the Shade to dry; and when it is 
well dried, it ought to be put into a Glafs 


Phial to keep it for Ufe. They ufually pre¬ 
pare the Blood of a Goat in the Month of 
July , becaufe then the Herbs on which they 
feed are fuppos’d to have their full Virtues. 
Van Flehnont affirms, that if you hang the 
Goat by the Horns, and bending the hind Feet 
to the Sides of his Head; in this Podure caufe - 
his Tedicles to be cut out, and dry the Blood 
that runs from the Wound, it will become 
as hard as Glafs, and difficult to be beat into 
Powder, and quite different from that taken, 
from the Throat. He moreover afferts, that 
one Dram of this taken will infallibly eafe 
and cure the Pleurify without Blood-letting. 

We bring from Auvergni near Lyons, and 
NeverSy a great deal of. Goats Suet ; it being 
not only of fome fmall Ufe in Phyfick, efpe- 
cially that of the He-Goat, but is alfo us’d 
to many different Purpofes. It ought to be 
dry, of a clear white within and without; 
and take care it be not mix’d with Mutton 
Suet, which is not eafy to didinguifh; there¬ 
fore do not deal with Merchants you cannot 
trud. As to the Skin, it is of vad Uie, as 
to carry Wine, Oil, Turpentine, and other 
Liquors in. The Eajlern People ufe the 
Skins of thefe Creatures for little Boats to 
crofs a River with, and to carry their Goods 
upon the Euphrates y and other Rivers in the 
Eajl-Indies. 

Befides thefe Ufes, the People of the Le¬ 
vant drefs thefe Goat-Skins, and dye ’em of 
a red Colour, by the help of Stic-Lac, and 
other Druggs, and then it becomes what we 
call Turkey-Leather, and have fuch confi- 
derable Trade in, becaufe of the great Ufe 
made of it in France upon feveral Occafions." 
The true Turkey-Lea.th.zr fhould be of a 
beautiful Scarlet Colour, and a fine Grain. 
We make this Kind of Leather at Mar fellies 
and Paris ; but it is not of fo good a Colour, 
and will not lad fo long. As to the black 
Leather, the bed comes from Barbary, in 
that it is of a finer Black, and better Grain. 
They make this alfo at Rouen, of what they 
call green or raw Skins; but it is neither fo 
good nor fo beautiful, as thofe mahemBarbary. 


14. Of the Wild Goat.* 


Pomet. 


'T'H E wild Goat is an Animal lit- 
'tie known in France, and very 
common in Switzerland ; 'upon which Ac¬ 
count 
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count I thought it would not be amifs to ref¬ 
late what Father B'elon of Mans has writ of 
it. “ Wolves will not live in the Iile of 
“ Crete ; for which Reafon they leave -all 
“ theirCattle in the open Paftures without 
<£ Fear, and efpecially their Sheep and Lambs. 
££ When the Inhabitants of the Country take 
“ the Kids of the wild Goats, of which 
££ there are great Plenty, they bring them 
<£ up with the domeftick Goats , and fo they 
<£ become the Property of thofe who tame 
££ them ; but the wild ones are theirs who 
££ can take or kill them. They do not ex- 
<£ ceed the common Goat in Bulk, but they 
££ have no lefs Flefh'upon them than a large 
££ Deer, and they are. covered with the fame 
££ fort of Hair, fhort and thick, not like 
££ the Goats. We have fome of them alfo 
££ on our Mountains, and efpecially on Pre- 
C£ cipices that are difficult of Accefs; and 
££ one would wonder to fee fuch a little Ani- 
££ mal carry fuch a Weight of Horns on his 
“ Head. There are two Sorts of thefe 
<£ Goats , as' I have made appear from the 
££ different Horns brought from Cyprus and 
££ Crete, which I prefented to M. Le Bally , 
££ of Lyons. There are fome Peafants on the 
££ Tops of the higheft Mountains of Crete, 
££ that are fuch Archers, efpecially about 
£c the Mountains of Sphacia and Madera, 
££ that can wound them with their Arrows 
££ five and twenty Paces diftant: And in or- 
££ der to come at them, they take the She- 
££ Goats which they have tam’d, and brought 
t£ up from young ones, and tie them in fome 
££ Paflage of the Mountains where the He- 
£c Goats ufe to go, and lie in wait on the con- 
t£ trary Side to the Wind, for fear the wild 
££ Goat, who is fo exquifite of Smell, as to 
££ fcent you a hundred Paces, Ihould difcover 
££ them. The Male finding the She-Goat on 
<£ the Way, Hops, and then the Peafant 
££ draws his Bow; and if by chance he 
££ wounds him but flighty, or that the Ar- 
££ row flicks in his Body, he knows how 7 to 
££ cure himfelf; for he runs to the Dittany , 
££ which is an Herb that grows upon the 
££ Rocks in Crete, and broufes upon it, by 
<£ which Means he heals himfelf. ” The 
Switzers hunt thefe Animals both for eating 
and for their Blood, which they prepare as 
aforefaid, and* ufe for diffolving the Stone, 
for as much as it has greater Virtue than 


the Blood of the common Goat; efpecially 
when they feed on Saxifrage, or other Herbs 
of like Qualities. 

Caper vel Capra, Hircus vel 
Hirca, the He or She Goat are both Lemery. 
the tame and the wild, one or o- 
ther of which are Inhabitants of moff Parts 
of the World; befides which are the Rock 
Goat, the Oryx, or the African wild Goat. 
But I fliall confine myfelf here to the wild 
and tame Goat, that feed upon barren Moun¬ 
tains, and wafte Places, and eat almoft all 
Sorts" of green Things whatfoever; fo that 
they live and grow fat upon w 7 hat any other 
living Creature would be ftarv’d with. Their 
Increafe is prodigious ; for they fometimes 
bring forth four, and fometimes five at a 
Time ; and the Ewe Kinds will have young 
ones before they are a Year old. The Pro¬ 
fit of keeping Goats, which is only proper 
for barren and hilly Countries, befides the 
Advantage of keeping the Family, arifes from 
their Hides and Tallow ; their Hides being 
the fame Skins which in Turkey they make 
Turkey Leather of; and in Spain, Spanijh 
Leather, and Cordivant, fo call’d from Cor- 
duba. Thefe Skins are fo valuable, that in 
fome Countries they go in Tale for Money, 
as the Cocoa Nuts do in others. 

Of what Ufe the Leather is, daily Obfer- 
vation proves to us. Of the belt tann’d Lea¬ 
ther, which is the Turkey and Spaniflo, are 
made Covers for Chairs, alfo Shoes and 
Boots for the Gentry and better Sort of Peo¬ 
ple ; of Cordivant and Kid Skins are made 
vaft Numbers of Gloves of all Sorts; of 
the Vellum may be made Covers for Books, 
Drum-Heads, Deeds, Maps, Books, and 
other Writings. This is the belt Sort of 
Leather for univerfal Ufe, both for Strength, 
Subftance and Goodnefs, next to Neats 
Leather. The Horns and Hoofs of thefe 
Creatures abound w r ith a great deal of vola¬ 
tile Salt, Oil, and Spirit, which are equally 
ufeful with the Preparation from Harts-horn . 
The Powder of the dried Tefticles is boarted 
by fome to be no ways inferior to Cajlor; 
and being given to a Dram, cures Fits of the 
Mother to a Miracle. A volatile Oil drawn 
from the Brain of the Goat, and well recti¬ 
fied, is compared with Goddard's Drops , that 
made fuch a Noife in the Reign of King 
Charles the Second, and may very likely an- 
F 2 fwer 
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Twer as well, fince that Medicine was no 
more than an exalted volatile Oil, as this is, 
and lb may be rank’d in the fame Clafs. 

15. Of the Shamoy, or Rock Goat. 

Pomet. TTPON our Mountains, and ef- 
^ pecially on the Pyrenees , we 
meet with a kind of wild Goat , call’d, the 
i Shamoy, or Rock Goat. There is a great Trade 
carried on with thefe Skins, by which they 
convey Oil, Wine, and other Liquids, out 
of the mountainous Countries, and of which 
they make feveral other Ules; for thefe 
Shamoy Skins, being drefs’d, are converted 
into Gloves, Stockings, Drawers, Breeches, 
Wade-coats, Petticoats, Caps, &c. becaufe 
they may be walh’d as Linen is, and be dyed 
into what curious Colour you pleafe, as 
Orange, Lemon, Buff, Black, Green, Red, 
Blue, or the like. 

This Shamoy is a very wild Animal, that 
is not to be met withal, but on the very 
Heights of the Rocks and Mountains; for 
which Reafon the Latins call him Rnpicapra , 
or the Rock Goat , and he moftly feeds upon 
the Herb we call Leopard's Bane. Sometimes 
we find in the Bladder of thefe Animals a 
Stone of different Colours and Sizes, which 
is call’d German Bezoar, becaufe the Germans 
edeem this not inferior in Virtue to the Ori¬ 
ental Bezoar. 

The Shamoy is of the Size of the common 
Goat: His Horns are fmall, black, bent 
forwards, and very fharp; the Tail not a- 
bove three Inches long. They have large 
Eyes, and never ftep but on the Tips of 
their Toes. They are coated like a Faun, and 
have a Streak running all along the Back. 

Rnpicapra , or the Rock Goat , is 
Lernery. a wild Goat, no bigger than the 
common Kind, which frequents 
the Rocks and high Hills ; as the z Ups, Pyre¬ 
nees^ Gfc. The Horns of this Animal are 
oddly turn’d, for they rife, upright firft, and 
then wind forward like a Hook. They feed 
upon the Plants that grow on the Sands and 
Tops of the Rocks ; the Chief of which is 
the DoronicumRomanum. The Male is call’d, 
in Latin, Dama , being a very fhy and timo¬ 
rous Creature. Both the He and She afford 
abundance of volatile Salt and Oil. The 


Liver is proper to dop Fluxes of the Belly; 
their Blood allays Vertigoes. The Fat is ex¬ 
cellent for Ulcers of the Lungs and Phthi- 
licks, being taken in Milk. The Gall dries 
up, and wades away Films and CataraUs in 
the Eyes. 

16. Of the Shagreen. 

* j 

f^Hagrin in the French , or what is 
^ call’d Shagreen in Engli/h, is the Pomet. 
Skin of an Animal very common in 
Turkey and Poland, which the Turks ahd 
Poles make ufe of to carry their Baggage, 
as in other Parts they do Mules, Horfes, &c. 
When this Animal is dead, they take the hin¬ 
der Part of his Skin, and hang it in the Air, 
after having ftrewed it, when raw, with 
Muftard-Seed. They leave them thus expos’d 
to the Weather feveral Days, then take them 
in, and tan them, and when they are drefs’d, 
export them. This Skin is very hard when 
dry, and loft when fteeped in Water. It is 
pretended, and I have been allured, that that 
which makes this Skin fo hard, is becaufe 
this Animal fits down and refts upon his But¬ 
tocks. They bring tw r o Sorts of Shagreen 
from Turkey ; to wit, the grey, or alh-co- 
loured, which is the bell, and the white or 
Lilted Shaerreen. 

Chufe your Shagreen Skins of right Turkey■, 
or Confantinople , as being much better than 
thofe of Algier and Tripoli. There come 
fome likewife from Poland , which you ought 
not to meddle with, becaufe they are ■ too 
dry, and will not take in the Alum when 
they come to be dy’d. Likewife chufe the 
largeft, faireft, and evened: Skins, with a 
little round Grain well form’d, with as few 
Places altogether fmooth as poffible; thole 
of a large , and uneven Grain being lefs fale- 
able, tho’ no lefs lit for Ufe. • -The Ufe of 
this Shagreen is very univerfal for all Sorts of 
Pocket Utenfils, Watch-Cafes, travelling 
Furniture,and the like. They may dye thefe 
Skins of what Colour they pleafe; but the 
moll common are black, green, and red. 
The moll beautiful and dearell is the red Co¬ 
lour, becaufe of the Vermillion and Carmine 
with which it is dyed.. You may know the 
true Shagreen from the Spaniflo Leather made 
into Shagreen , becaufe the lad is neither fo 
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rough nor fo hard; but will wear fmooth, 
which the True will not. 

Befides the feveral Parts of Quadrupeds al¬ 
ready defcrib’d, we fell Bears Greafe and 
Tallow, which are brought from the Moun¬ 
tains of Switzerland , Savoy , and Canada :■ 
The Greafe, if it be good, ought to be frefh, 
or new melted, greyifh, gluey, and of a 
ftrong ill Smell, of a middle Confiftence, 
that is to fay, betwixt hard and foft; and 
meddle not with that which is white and 
hard, being mix’d with Suet. This Fat, or 
Greafe, is a fovereign Remedy for curing 
cold rheumatick Humours. It is alfo much 
valued for eafing Pains of the Gout, by rub¬ 
bing the afflidted Part, and to make the 
Hair grow ; it being efteem’d admirable a- 
gainft Baldnefs, efpecially when incorporated 
with Bees in Powder and Nut-Oil. As for 
the Bears Tallow r , there is but very little of 
it brought into France , it being little ufed, 
and that only by thofe who will not come 
up to the Price of the Greafe. 

We fell like wife the Greafe of the Badger , 
as very fovereign in nephritick Cafes, and 
Sciatica Pains. So we have alfo Pencils made 
of the Badger’s Hair for the Painter’s Ufe. 
This Creature is about as big as a P'ox, but 
fhorter and thicker ; the Skin is hard, rough, 
and has rugged harfh; Hair upon it, of an in¬ 
termingled grilled Colour, fometimes whiter, 
fometimes blacker; the Back almoft black, 
the Belly almoft white, the Teeth very fharp, 
the Tail fhort and hairy, of different Colours, 
long-fnouted, has fhort Legs before, yet 
fhorter behind, little Ears, fmall Eyes, fharp 
Claws, and is a Beaft commonly very fat, and 
of a ftrong ftinking Smell; the wholeLength 
of him, from the Snout to the Tip of the 
Tail, is not above two Foot and a half. 

The Liver and Bowels of the Woolf dry’d, 
are recommended for the Cure of all Dif- 
eafes ari’fing from the Liver and Bowels, par- 
ticulaily the Cholick. We alfo fell the Greafe 
and dried Lungs of the Fox. The laft are 
efteem’d excellent againft Coughs, AHhma’s, 
Phthilicks, Wheefmgs, Hoarfenefs, Shortnefs 
of Breathing, and all other Difeafes of the, 
Lungs. The Greafe is admirable for the 
Ear-Ach, and to rub the Limbs of fuch Per- 
fons as are fubjedt to Convulfions,' Palfies,' 
Tremblings, and Weaknefs in any Part. 


There are the Cods of a little Creature 
brought us, call’d, in the American Ifands, a 
Mujk Rat , becaufe of its Refemblance to our 
common Rats, except that the Wef-Indian 
are much larger. They fell thefe Cods for 
Mufi Cods , to People that do not under- 
ftand them ; but it is an eafy Matter to find 
it out, fince thefe are no longer or thicker 
than a Child’s little Finger. The Mujk Rats , 
according to Father du Tartre , have the 
fame Shape with ours, but are fo much big¬ 
ger, that one wijl out-weigh four of ours: 
The Hair upon the Belly is white, and that 
on the Back black ; they fmell fo ftrong. of 
Mufk, that they perfume all the Air about 
them as they go. The Inhabitants of Mar- 
tinigo eat them ; but they are forc’d, after 
they have fkin’d them, to leave them one 
Night in the Air, and then throw away the 
firft Water they are boil’d in, to take off the 
too ftrong Scent of the Mufk. Thefe Rats 
are natural to the Bland, and they had none 
of the common Kind, ’till of date that they 
were brought thither by the Ships that trade 
there, 

r 

17. Of the Oft rich. 

THE Of rick is a Bird that has 

fhort Wings, and is much valu- Pomet. 
ed for its Feathers; w'hich ferve as 
Ornaments for Hats, Caps, Beds, and Car 
nopies of State. The Of riches are taken in 
Africa , and are very common in Peru, where 
they march in Flocks like Cattle : The Na¬ 
tives eat their Flefh, and their Eggs are good 
Meat, tho’ hard of Digeftion : This- is the 
largeft of all Birds, being feven Foot high, 
and fometimes more. His Head is fmall, de~ 
prefs’d, or flat-crown’d, and almoft like a 
Goofe’s; the Bill is comprefs’d,. and being 
compar’d to the Body, very fmall, of a trian¬ 
gular Figure, Horn Colour, and black Tip, 
great Eyes, with a Hazel-colour’d Iris ; the 
Head and Neck,-almoft. as far as the Brea ft,, 
are bare of Feathers*, as alfo the Thighs; 
the Head and Neck are cover’d with a cer¬ 
tain Down, or thin fet Hairs:- The Sides 
under the Wings and Thighs are abfplutely 
bare ; the Wings are fmall,. and altogethen 
ufelefs for Flying, defign’d only to a (lift the 
Bird in Running, The Feathers o[. the Back, 
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in-‘the Cock, are coal black ; in the Hen 
only dufky, and fo foft that they refemble a 
Kind of Wool; the Wing-Feathers beneath, 
are of the fame Colour with thofe in the 
Back; but above, in their upper Part, they are 
purely white: The Tail is thick, bufhy, and 
round, not as in other Birds, fpread out in 
Breadth; the Feathers in the Cock being 
whitifh, in the Hen dufkifh. Its Neck and 
Legs are very long; it wants the back Toes, 
and has but two others; the one Toe is five 
Inches and a half, and the other eight Inches 
long, cover’d with great dif-jointed annula¬ 
ry Scales.- It lays very large Eggs, as big as 
a Ball of four or five Inches Diameter, and 
that has Meat enough in it to ferve feven or 
eight People, contain’d in a hard ftrong Shell, 
which they cover in the Sands, and forfake, 
never taking any more Care of them, but 
leave them to be hatch’d by the Heat of the 
Sun. 

They have differed feveral OJlriches in 
the Academy of Sciences ; the largeft where¬ 
of was feven Foot and an half high from 
the Ground to the Top of his Head. The 
Eye is oval like a Man’s, having large Eye¬ 
brows; and the upper Eye-lid is moveable, 
contrary to the Generality of Birds, with an 
Eye-lid within, as a great many Brutes have; 
the Bill is fhort and pointed ; the Tongue is 
fmall and adhering, as that of Filhes; the 
Thighs large, flelhy, and without Feathers, 
cover’d with a white Skin, a little reddifh: 
The Legs are cover’d with great Scales; the 
Feet cleft, having only two Toes, with 
large Claws. The Of rich carries the Quill 
exadtly in the Middle of the Feather, upon 
which Account the /Egyptians reprefented Ju- 
ftice by it. When we come to examine the 
Infide of this Creature, we meet with five 
Diaphragms or Partitions, which divide the 
Trunk into five Parts; four of which are 
placed ftrait up and down ; and a fifth is fi- 
tuated a-crofs, or thwart the Ventricles, which 
was found full of Herbs, Hay, Barley, 
Beans, Bones, and Stones, whereof he had 
one of the Bignefs of a Hen’s Egg. They 
found in one feventy Pieces of Money; the 
moll Part of which was wafted and gone, 
perhaps by their mutual Attrition one.againft 
the other, rather than by Corrofion. For 
it is obfervable, that the OJlriches fwallow 
Iron for the fame End that Birds do Pebbles 


and Gravel, ,to help ’em to grind their Food, 
and not nourifh ’em, or to digeft it, as -the 
Antients believed. 

The Fiefh is fat, and faid to caufe an Appe¬ 
tite, and reftore in Confumptions. The Ven¬ 
tricle, or Skin of the Stomach, ftrengthens 
and afiifts Digeftion. The Fat is hotter than 
Goofe-Greafe, and may be us’d with great 
Advantage to difiolve hard Swellings, relax 
contracted Nerves, and eafe Pain. Befides 
the African OJlrich , already deferib’d, there 
are three other Sorts, to wit, the American, 
the Emeu, or Cajfoivary , and the Dode. 

The American OJlrich is fomewhat lefs 
than the former. Their Legs are long, and 
they have three Toes on each Foot, one of 
which ftands backwards. Its Head is like 
that of a Goofe, the Neck twenty-four In¬ 
ches long, which they carry bended like a 
Swan or Stork ; the Bill is comprefs’d, or 
flat, but not very broad, two Inches and a 
half long; the Wings fmall, and not fit for 
flying, which they only aflift themfelves 
withal in Running, which they do with that 
Speed, that a Grey-hound can fcarcely over¬ 
take them. The whole Body is cover’d with 
grey Feathers, which are longer and more 
beautiful on the Back. Its Tail is like that 
of the former, but ftretch’d forth long-ways. 
It feeds on Fruit and Flefli, but will fwallow 
any thing you offer it. The Flefli is rec¬ 
kon’d among the Spaniards as good Food. 

The Emeu, or Caffbwary Of rich, has a 
horny Crown on the Top of its Head, near 
three Inches high, of a dufky yellow Co¬ 
lour, which is reported to fall off at moult¬ 
ing Time, and to grow again with the new 
Feathers. The Head and Neck are bare, qr 
only cover’d with a hairy Down ; the Skin 
being of a purplifh blue Colour. In the fore 
Part of the Neck hang down two membra¬ 
nous Wattles, or Lobes of Fiefh, two Inches 
long, of a Vermilion Red; as is alfo the 
lower Part of the Back-fide of the Neck: 
Its Bill is of a moderate Thicknefs, and 
ftrait, and four or five Inches in Length; 
the Neck is about thirteen Inches long; tfie 
Length of its Body, from Breaft to Rump, 
three Foot, the Breadth two Foot over; 
the Thighs, with the Legs to the Feet, are 
feventeen Inches long; the Legs are thick and 
ftrong, and almoft five Inches about, cover’d 
as it were with broad Scales. It has thick 

hard 
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hard Feet, divided into three thick Toes, all 
(landing forwards, and wanting, a back Toe, 
having very great Claws, almoft two In¬ 
ches long. It has fome Rudiments of Wings, 
confining only of five naked Shafts of Fea¬ 
thers, fomewhat like Porcupines Quills, which 
commonly lie hid under the Feathers, co¬ 
vering the Sides; but it has ho Tail. The 
Feathers covering the whole Body are all 
double; two coming out of the fame Pipe 
or Stem, the upper fomewhat the thicker, 
or grofler, the lower the finer and more de¬ 
licate. It is faid to want a Tongue, becaufe 
the Tongue cleaves to the Mouth as in Fifhes. 
It feeds upon Fruits, Flefh, Bread, Hen’s- 
Eggs, Oranges, and almoft any Thing that 
is offer'd it. It’s Eggs are great and fair; one 
being meafur’d length-ways, was fifteen In¬ 
ches, and crofs-ways twelve Inches, or 
more; of a greenifh afh Colour, thick fet 
with fmall Protuberances of a deep Green. 

The Dode, call’d Galius Gallinaceus , is faid 
to be of a middle Size, between an Ojlrich 
and a Turley, agreeing much with the African 
Ojlrich , if you confider it’s Rump, Wings, 
and Feathers; but in regard of the Short- 
nefs of its Legs, it looks like a Pigmy a- 
mong them. It has a great Head, cover’d 
with a Membrane, refembling a Hood, great 
black Eyes, prominent fat Neck, a Bill ex¬ 
traordinary long and ftrong, not fiat and 
broad, but thick and of a bluifli White, 
(harp pointed and crooked. Its Body is fat 
and round, cover’d with foft grey Feathers, 
much like an Of rich's ; on each Side, inftead 
of hard Wings, Feathers, or Quills, it has 
fmall foft-feather’d Wings, of a yellowifh 
afh Colour ; and fora Tail, it has five fmall 
curl’d Feathers of the fame Colour. It has 
yellow Legs, being about four Inches in 
Compafs, and fomething more than four 
Inches in Length, cover’d with thick Scales. 
It has three fore Toes, and one back Toe, 
near an Inch and an half long, and its Claw 
above an Inch in Length. It is a flow-paced 
ftupid Bird, and eafily taken. The Flefh 
efpecialiy of the Breaft, is fat, efculent, and 
has fo much of it, that three or four of them 
will fometimes be enough for a hundred 
Men; but it is commonly falted, and ftored 
up for Sea Provifions. It fwallows Stones, 
and fuch like hard-Subltances, which fhews 
it to be of the Of rich Kind. 


18. Of the Eagle. 

• . . r !■ 

r T~' H E Eagle is a large Bird of 
^ Prey, and the fierceft and Pomet. 
ftrongeft of that Kind, being fcarce ; 
diftinguifhable from the Hawk, but only in 
Bignefs, or from the Vulture, but by its long* 
black, crooked Bill; befides which its Legs 
are yellow, cover’d with Scales. This: Bird 
is very well known in almoft all the Parts of 
Europe, as well as other Parts of the World, 
of which there are feveral Sorts; as the 
golden Eagle, the black Eagle, the white 
tail’d Eagle, the Braflian Eagle, the Sea 
Eagle, and the Vulterine. . ’ „ r 4 ,s.» 

The Flefh is hard, fibrous, and not fit for 
Meat or Phyfick. The Brain is faid to cure 
theEpilepfy, theTefticles to procure Luft, 
and the Gall is the ftrongeft of all Galls, and 
helps all the Difeafes of the Eyes whatfoever; 
as Clouds, Mifts, Films, Pearls, Blood-fhot, 
Ulcers, &c. The Fume of the Dung is 
faid to bring forth the Foetus, and outwardly 
applied, ripens Tumours and Apoftems. 
The Eagle is a very falacious Bird, yet lives 
to a very great Age. But of all the Parts of 
this Bird, rlrere is nothing fold in the Shops, 
but a kind of Stone that is found at the En¬ 
trance of the Holes where the Eagles build 
their Nefts to preferve their. Young from 
Lightnings, and other Injuries of the Wea¬ 
ther. 7'his Stone is brought us by the Pil¬ 
grims of St. James's in Galicia. The Eagle 
Stones moft efteem’d, are* thofe which are 
fiat, blackifh, and that rattle well; that is 
to fay, which make a Noife when fhak’d 
at your Ear, which can proceed from nothing 
elle but fome little Stone contain’d within it. 
Great Virtues areaflign’d to this Stone, efpe- 
cially to procure eafy and fafe Labour, and 
to prevent Mifcarriages. Some write, that 
the Eagle hunts for this Stone to the very In¬ 
dies, in order to hatch, or bring forth their 
.young ones. 

1 p. Of the Vulture. 

T H , E f ?. , BW °f Pr 7 Pomet, 

**• that is much like an (Eagle, 

and has fo quick a Scent, that.it will fmell a 

dead 
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dead Carcafs many Miles. Many are of 
Opinion that, he differs not in Kind from the 
Eagle, but only in fome other Charatleri- 
lticks, as that the Head and Neck of the 
Vulture are for the moil part bare of Fea¬ 
thers, and are only cover’d with a fhort white 
Down ; that a little under their Throats 
they have about a Hand’s Breadth cover’d 
rather with Hairs, like thofe of a Calf, than 
Feathers; that the Craw hangs down -like 
a Bag 'before the Stomach or Bread: ; that 
the' Bill being ftrait for two Inches, does 
then grow crooked ; that among all rapa¬ 
cious Birds, none fly together in Flocks but 
the Vultures ; and laftly, that the Infides of 
the Wings are cover’d with a foft Fleece of 
Down, which is proper only to the Vulture. 

There are feveral Kinds of Vultures de- 
fcrio’d by Authors, as the Afh-colour’d, the 
Black, the Chefnut, the Hare Vulture , the 
Golden, the White, the BraftUan , and the 
Vulturine Eagle. The two firft differ in 
nothing but their Colour. The Chefnut-co- 
lour’d is lef's than an Eagle, having the whole 
Plumage of its Body of the Chefnut Colour; 
the Feathers of the Crown • are very fhort, 
if compar’d to Eagles, which is the Reafon 
fome have thought them bald. The Hare 
Vulture is fo call’d from its preying upon 
Hares. This is inferior in Magnitude, and 
has not a Bread: fo refulgent as the golden 
Vulture , which has many Things in common 
with the golden Eagle , but is every Way, 
or in all its Parts greater. The Brafilian 
Eagle is a rapacious Bird, of the Bignefs of 
a Kite, having a long Tail, and Wings longer 
than it. The whole Plumage of the Body is 
black, with a little Tawny here and there 
mix’d. It is headed almoft like a Turkey, 
having a wrinkled Skin. Its Bill is long, 
hook’d at the End, and {harp ; in the middle 
whereof is one large Hole for the Noftrils, 
tranfverfly fituate; Eyes almoft of a Ruby 
Colour, with a round black Pupil. Its Flefh 
ftinks like Carrion, for it feeds chiefly upon 
dead Carcafles; is ill-look’d, always lean, 
and never fatisfied. 

The Vulturine Eagle , tho’ call’d fo by the 
Naturalifts, has nothing of the Eagle in him; 
for its Shape is unufual; the Bill is flrait 
alirtoft towards the Middle, and towards the 
Point bent into a remarkable Hook, after 
the Manner of Vultures , white towards the 
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Head, the reft of it black, the lower Chap 
wholly white: The Iris of the Eye is not fo 
fiery as in Eagles, but whitifh, and the Pupilla 
black ; the whole Head whitifh or grey ; the 
Neck, half way from the Head, almoft bald, 
fet with a few white Feathers, and fome 
fmall ones, like rough curl’d Hairs, higher 
than the reft of the Plumage, as if .they were 
fine long Brillles; on the Back as it were a 
kind of Hood, reaching to the Middle there¬ 
of, and ending in a fnarp Peak, refembling a 
Triangle. The Colour of the whole Plu¬ 
mage of a dark Chefnut, inclining to black. 
The Fat is the only Thing belonging to the 
Vulture Kind that is fold in the Shops, and 
us’d to anoint withal in Palfies and other ner¬ 
vous Cafes. . , 

20. Of the Frigat. 

H E Frigat is a Bird which the 
Indians call fo, becaufe of the Pomet. 
Swiftnefs of its Flight. The Body 
of this Bird is no bigger than a Pullet’s, but 
its Stomach is very flefhy. All the Feathers of 
the Males are as black as Ravens. The Neck 
is pretty long, the Head fmall, with two 
great black Eyes, and the Sight more pierce- 
ing than the Eagle’s. The Bill is likewife 
pretty thick, and altogether black, about fix 
or feven Inches long, and ftraight to the End, 
where the upper Beak is crook’d like a 
Hook : The Claws are very fhort, being di¬ 
vided into two, as the Vulture’s , but are en¬ 
tirely black. The Wings are fo prodigioufly 
great, that it is feven or eight Foot from the 
Extremity of one Wing to the other, and 
that not without Reafon, fince his Wings are 
fometimes employ’d to carry him above three 
hundred Leagues from Land. It is with a 
great deal of Trouble that this Bird can 
raife himfelf upon the Branches, but when 
he has once taken his Flight, he keeps his 
Wings extended almoft without any Motion 
or Fatigue. If fometimes the Weight of 
the Rain, or the Impetuofity of the Winds 
force him, he mounts above the Clouds, and 
foars beyond Sight in the middle Region of 
the Air; and when he is at the higheft, he 
does not forget where about he is, but re¬ 
members the Place where the Dorado , or 
Gold-Fifh, gives chafe to the Flying-Fifh, 
' and 
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and then he throws himfelf down like Light¬ 
ning ; not fo as to ftrike upon the Water, for 
then it would be difficult for him to rife 
again; but when he comes within twelve or 
fourteen Paces, he makes a large Turn, and 
lowering himfelf as it were infenlibly, ’till 
he comes to skim the Waters where the 
Chace is given ; in palling he takes the little 
Fifh in its Flight along the Water, either 
with his Bill or his Talons, and fometimes 
both together. 

• The Male carries a great red Comb, like 
that of the Cock, not upon his Head, but 
under the Throat; and this Comb does not 
appear but in the old ones. The Females have 
none, but they have Feathers that are 
whiter, efpecially under the Belly. As the 
Herons in Europe have Hern-lhaws, which 
are certain remote Corners of Woods, to 
which they retire, as Places of Refuge, 
where they meet, rooft, preferve themfelves, 
and multiply; fo thefe Birds, for a long 
Time, made a little Illand, near Guaduloupa , 
their Habitation ; in like Manner as the 
Rooks have a Rookery, where all of that 
Species thereabout come to rooft at Nights, 
and builds 'their Nefts in the proper Seafon. 
This little Illand was called the Ille of Fri¬ 
gate, and bears the Name to this Day, tho’ 
the Birds have left the Place; for in the 
Years 1643 and 1644, feveral People chas’d 
them fo feverely, that they were forced to 
abandon the Ille. 

The Reverend Father du Tertre , apoftoli- 
cal Miffionary in the Antilles , mov’d by the 
large Commendations given to the Oil drawn 
from thefe Creatures, by Means of two or 
three People, took more than one hundred 
of them in lefs than two Hours Time. They 
furpriz’d the large ones upon the Bran¬ 
ches, or in their Nefts; and as they rife 
with a great deal of Trouble to take Wing, 
it was an eafy Matter to beat them down 
with long Sticks. There was not one of 
thofe, fays this Author, that flew away, but 
what was lick at the going off; fo that they 
vomited two or three Fifh a-piece, as big as 
Herrings, half wafted: He believes they 
difcharg’d themfelves in order to fly away 
with the more Eafe. The Oil or Fat of 
thefe Creatures is a fovereign Remedy for 
Sciatica Pains, and for all others, pro¬ 
ceeding from a cold Caufe. It is held in 
Vol. II. 


great Efteem throughout all the Indies t as a 
precious Medicine. 


21 . Of the Nefts of certain Birds, 

T H E Nefts which the People of 

Siam have brought into France Pomet . 
for many Years, are nothing but the 
Excrement of certain Birds call’d King's 
Fijhers , which the French call Alcyort , and 
the Latins , Alcedo and Avis Poftdeonis , which 
are very common in France , efpecially in Nor¬ 
mandy. Thefe Birds frequent the Sea Coaft, 
Rivers, and watry Places ; they are of the 
Size of a Swallow, or of a Quail ; their Fea¬ 
thers and their Bills are of various Colours, 
as green, red, and blue; and they have a 
great many feveral Names; as the Alcyon- 
Martin, the Martin-Fifher, the Martlet, the 
Bird of St. Martin , dsV. Thefe Animals 
ufually build their Nefts among Reeds, or 
upon Rocks. The Indian King-Fifhers, efpe¬ 
cially thofe about the Kingdom of Camha, 
when they are going to breed, throw out of 
their Bills a white Froth, with which they 
build a Neft, the Bignefs and Shape of a 
round Dilh, where they lay their Eggs, and 
hatch their young Ones: Thefe Nefts are 
of a white Colour, tending to yellow, and 
of a hard dry Confluence ; the Tafte being 
infipid, and almoft like that of Vermicelli. 

The Chinefe are fuch Lovers of thefe 
Birds Nefts, that it is almoft incredible what 
Quantities are fent to Pequin , the Capital 
of China. They are ufually valu’d at fifty 
Tabers the hundred, which is about fix hun¬ 
dred Livres, or fifty Pounds of our Money. 
They affign mighty Virtues to it, as that it 
nourifhes extremely, being boil’d in Water 
with a Fowl and Ginger; they reckon it very 
good for curing Pains at the Stomach, and 
for reftoring thofe that are in a languifhing 
Condition. Thefe Nefts were formerly little 
known; and it was believed that they were 
made of the Froth of the Sea; but fince the 
People of Siam have brought them us, they 
are become very common. There are be- 
iides, other Parts belonging. to Birds, which 
we fell, and drive a confiderable Trade in; 
as Quills, Pencils, and Down from the Swans, 
Geefe, and other Fowl, which are brought, 
us from Gafcoigny , Normandy , bV. as alfo 
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the Swallow Stones, which are like little 
Stones taken out of Cray-Fifh, and are us’d 
to take out any Filth or Dirt that falls into 
the Eyes. 

22. Of Cantharides. 

Pomet. HP H E Cantharides are Flies which 
A the Peafants about Paris bring 
us, and which they find in great Plenty upon 
4 fh-Trees , Rofe-Bujhes , and on the Blades 
of Corn. The Wings of thefe Flies are of a 
fine fhining Green to look upon, becaufe of 
their blue Colour mix’d with a gold yellow ; 
but the whole is venomous, and of a foetid 
Smell. They have a large Sort in Italy , but 
they are of no Ufe. Chufe fuch as are new, 
dry, and whole, without being crumbled to 
Powder. 

The Ufe of Cantharides , at this Day, is 
chiefly external; but there are fome Coun¬ 
tries where they are frequently given inward¬ 
ly, by fuch asunderftand how to prevent their 
dangerous Effedts otherwife. They are of very 
great Service to the Apothecary, not only 
for the bliltering Plaifter, that is always rea¬ 
dy compounded by them, but to ule frefti 
upon all Occafions where they are required. 
They ufe to kill the Cantharides with the 
hot Fumes of the fharpeft Vinegar, enclofing 
them in an earthen Veflel, having its Mouth 
cover’d with a fine thin Cloth ; afterwards 
they dry them, and putting them up in 
wooden Boxes, they keep them for the Space 
of tv/o or three Years. Thefe Cantharides , 
tho’ rarely prefcrib’d inwardly, are very ef¬ 
ficacious in the Hands of a wife Phyfician, 
who knows how to correCt them, and make 
them fpecifical in a Gonorrhea a , Supprellion of 
Urine, Ulcers of the Bladder, Stone, Gra¬ 
vel, &c. They are molt frequently admini- 
fter’d in a Tindfure mix’d with Spirit of 
Wine, Camphire, (sfe. but to promote the 
Expulfion of Urine, nothing can be more 
fafe than the anointing the Perinesum , or 
lower Part of the Belly, and the Region of 
the Navel, with the Oil, wherein Cantha¬ 
rides have been boiled. 

Seme at this Time ufe all the Parts of the 
Cantharides promifcuoufly ; but the Head, 
Wings, and Legs, are to be call away: If 
a bliltering Plaifter made of them be ap¬ 


plied to a tender delicate Body, or upon 
molt fine fkin’d Women, it will caufe a 
Strangury, or Scalding, and Heat of Urine, 
which is eafily remedied by drinking of 
Milk, Barley-Water, or Emulfions of Al¬ 
monds, or the cold Seeds. The volatile Salt 
of the Cantharides , is one of the molt power¬ 
ful Diureticks that is to be met with in the 
World ; fo that fome Authors affirm it is a- 
ble to break or difl'olve the Stone. It is fo 
pungent and biting, that it is apt to raife 
little Blifters upon the Tongue, when ta¬ 
iled; fo that it is not to be taken alone, but 
in fome fmooth oily Subftance, or other 
proper Vehicle : Dole from one Grain to 
three, being more gentle, and lefs hazardous 
than the Cantharides themfelves. 

23. (yBees. 

H E Bees, or Honey-Flies, are 
little Infedls, the Nature and Pomet, 
Condudt of which is no lefs wonder¬ 
ful, than their Labour is neceflary and ufeful 
fince they furnifh us with Honey and Wax ; 
both which are very confiderable Commodi¬ 
ties. But as I never kept Bees myfelf, I have 
been oblig’d to have Recourfe to a Friend, 
who communicated to me what, by many 
Years Experience, he had obferv’d concern¬ 
ing them, that I might compare it w r ith what 
had been faid by others upon that Subject. 

Some Naturalifts will have it, that the Ori¬ 
gin of Bees comes from the dead Lion and 
the Ox ; and that inllead of Worms that 
ufually breed in the Bodies of other Animals, 
the Bees generate in the Bodies of the Lion 
and the Ox. This Extraction appears to me 
to be very wide of Truth, agreeable to a 
particular Experiment made by one, of 
what Virgil fays in his fourth Bucolick, 
which he found altogether falfe. The FaCt 
is related in a little TraCt fuppos’d to be writ 
by a Country Parfon, who fays thus: 

“ Virgil appeared to me to be an Author 
“ of Solidity enough to ground a probable 
“ Opinion upon, and whofe Credit was fuf- 
“ ficient to induce me to make a Trial,. 
“ which I unluckily did> and thought I had 
“ poifoned the whole Village; for I caus’d to 
“ be ftrangled a young Bull, Bina cornua 
“ ferenSj giving him a thoufand Strokes with 

“ a Cudgel, 
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a Cudgel, as he was dying, which was 
more than I could warrant from the Poet; 
for his Burial, I took the bruis’d Members, 
with the two Horns, and put them into a 
great wooden Tub, with four little Win¬ 
dows open to the four Quarters of the Wind, 
in order, as Virgil fays, to produce Thou- 
fands of Bees. The King is faid to be bred 
from the Brain, the working Bees from 
the Stomach, and the Drones from the 
Guts: theKing makesWar upon his neigh¬ 
bouring State, both by Sea and Land; he 
marfhals his Army in Battalia ; he rewards 
his Captains and Generals; he puniihes the 
Cowards with Death, and makes the 
Rogues and Deferters run the Gantlet; 
befides a Thoufand old Womens Tales, 
which feveral People relate, and believe 
to this Day. But inflead of the Swarms 
of Bees , which I expedled from the Body 
of this Animal, there were Thoufands 
of Maggots produc’d, with an infufferable 
Stench, that I thought would have in¬ 
fected all the Neighbourhood : And the 
Stink was fo great, that all the Country 
fanfy’d they were threatned with the 
Plague. ” You may fee from hence how 
wide Opinions are. And as I am not a capa¬ 
ble Judge, I fhall content myfelf to make 
fome Observations, founded upon Expe¬ 
rience, as you will find in the following Re¬ 
lations; and thofe who defire to be intru¬ 
ded further, muft confult the belt Authors, 
who have writ upon this Subject. 

Obfervations upon Bees, according to an Ac¬ 
count delivered me by a particular Perfon. 

The Produdion of Bees , at firfl:, is, that 
they breed from a Kind of little white Bud 
or Sperm, that ispofited at the Bottom of 
their fmall Holes or Sockets, that make up 
the Honey-Comb, which the Bees make in 
their Hives, and which they begin at the End 
of the Hive. This Sperm, affifted by the 
natural Heat of the Bees, encreafesand forms a 
Kind of white Maggot, which at the be¬ 
ginning of its Formation, has no Refem- 
blance of the Bee , but in a Month’s Time 
it becomes like one, of the fame Colour with 
a Maggot, and continuing fo a little while, 
it grows black, and comes out of the Soc¬ 
ket. The Bees generate from February to 


the End of OSlober , if the Hive be in good 
Condition; and they fwarm in May and 
June ; but the May Swarms are more valu’d, 
becaufe they are ftronger than thofe that are 
later; becaufe the Seafon is more favoura¬ 
ble, and the Heat more temperate ; whereas 
the Swarms of June cannot be fo fuccefsful, 
by reafon they are ufually attack’d with too 
much Heat and Drynefs at firfl:; fo that they 
can neither fupply themfelves fufficiently 
with Provifions for their prefent Occafions, 
nor lay up Stores for Winter. 

How the Bees work their Honey. 

This I have obferved, with particular Care 
and extraordinary Application, having fpent 
a great deal of Time, watching the Hives 
every Hour of the Day, to fatisfy my Cu- 
riofity in feeing the Bees work, having 
provided them Glafs Hives for the Purpofe. 
Towards the End of Winter, as oft as it is 
gentle Weather, as it happens fometimes 
that the Air begins to free itfelf of the great 
Coldnefs in the Month of February, the Bees 
venture out of their Hives, range the Fields, 
and bring home Wax of different Colours ; 
as white, yellow, lemon, red, which flicks 
like little Lentils, on the hinder Parts of their 
Thighs; and which, when entered into the 
Hives, they induftrioufly quit themfelves of, 
and form their Holes or Lodgments, which 
they labour to compofe of fix Sides, that are 
made thinner and finer than Talck, and al- 
mofl as tranfparent. It is obfervable, that 
the fame Hollows, or Sockets, are thofe 
wherein they depofit their Sperm, whence 
are generated the other Bees , and which are 
fill’d with Honey, as they become empty by 
the Production of the young Bees, which they' 
enclofe: They collect their Honey-Comb, 
or Wax, from all Sorts of Flowers, but the 
Rofe, the Orange, the Peafe Bloom, and the 
Daify Flowers. 

Of the Manner how the Bees gather their Ho¬ 
ney, and the mojl proper Times to take it. 

The bell Seafon of the Year for the Bees 
to gather their Honey, is towards the latter 
End of April and May, for then they go out 
by break of Day, when the Air is gentle and 
ferene, and gather the Dew, which is more 
G 2 plentiful 
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plentiful and common at that Time than 
any other Part of the Year : They return al- 
fo as quick as they can into their Hives, to 
difcharge, into the Holes aflign’d them, the 
Honey-Dew they have gather’d from the Sim¬ 
ples of the Field, and which they have fuck’d 
into their Bodies, and throw it up again, as 
Pigeons do their Food wherewith they feed 
their Young: And when they have fill’d a 
Hole or Socket with this Honey, they clofe 
and feal it up with a fmall Piece of white 
Wax, to prevent it from flowing out again. 

Towards the End of June and July , that 
the Dews are not fo plentiful as during the 
Months of April and May , it happens ftill 
there are fome dewy Mornings in which the 
Bees are not lefs induflrious than at other 
Times, to make their Harveft: and likewife 
it falls out fometimes that the Fruits of the 
Earth, as the Corn and the like, are dama¬ 
ged by certain Rains, Blites, &c . which are 
favourable for other Sorts of Flies, but, on 
the contrary, are pernicious to the Bees . 

It is obfervable, that when they fwarm, 
and that the young ones which compofe the 
Swarm are come out of the Hive, they 
make as it were a Cloud of Flies in the Air, 
that looks black, and is form’d, as they 
march out, into Squadrons and Battalions, 
like an Army engag’d. They follow clofe 
their Leader, or the Principal amongft them, 
who is much longer than the others, and 
whofe Wings are much fhorter, and which 
is of a reddiih Colour. When they lofe 
their Leader, they become Vagabonds, and 
this is a certain Lofs to the Proprietor. When 
the Swarm are got out, they ufually aflem- 
ble together, and lodge upon fome fhady 
Branch, rather than in any other Place ; and 
being thus clofely knit, it is then proper to 
hive them, for fear they fhould defert; for 
fhould they flay long ’till the Sun fhines upon 
them, they will then feparate and fly away j 
and when they are hiv’d it is proper to fet 
’em in the Shade from the Heat of the Sun, 
which might melt their new Wax, and in¬ 
cite them abroad again. 

It is alfo to be obferv’d, that the Bees 
Wax, for three Years together, is very ge¬ 
nerative, and plentifully produdtive in breed¬ 
ing of the Bees ; and that the Age of the Ho¬ 
ney-Comb, is very eafy to be known by its 
Colour; for thefirft Year it is whitifh, the fe- 


cond it is yellow, and the third brown ; 
but when older it turns black, is barren, and 
without Production, and then the Bees ceafe 
to make Honey, and breed any more Swarms. 

I have Hives made of two Pieces, in form 
of a Barrel, or Sugar Loaf cut in the Middle; 
fo that I need not deftroy the Bees; and I take 
thefe Hives from Year to Year, in lifting 
up one Year one Part, and the following 
Year another, according as they are found 
full, and inftead of thofe that are full of 
Honey I put empty ones. And one very re¬ 
markable Thing is this, that Bees delight 
much near Water, and watry Places, ufinga 
great deal of it in aflifting them to make 
Honey. I have been informed of this by fe- 
veral of my Friends, and particularly by an 
Officer of the King’s, who having Bees in a 
Garden at Argenteuil , where there was a 
Fifh-Pond, the Bees ufed to go, and come 
conftantly to take up Water to carry to their 
Hives; upon which I asked him, what he 
thought of it ? And he told me that it was 
a Thing he had always obferved fincehe kept 
Bees. 

Care mull be taken not to have any Space 
or open Holes in the Top or Bottom of the 
Hive ; for in July and Augujl the Butterflies 
breed, enter their Hives, and engender .large, 
fhort, hard Maggots, which lay the firft 
Steps for Spiders Webs, which joining the 
Combs together, produce a Heat, fo that 
in two or three Days the Bees will be gone, 
and quite forfake it, after having pillaged, it: 
Thefe Maggots, tho’ but few at firft, will 
multiply fo, that in lefs than five or fix Days 
they will not leave one Ounce of the Honey- 
Comb behind, but inftead of it leave 
their Eggs ; which together with the Spiders 
Webs that are form’d, fill up the Whole of 
the Hive. 

It is further obfervable, that amongft the 
Bees there are Drones which will not go 
into the Fields at all ; or if they do, which 
is not but from Noon ’till about four a-Clock, 
they bring nothing Home with them, but on 
the contrary eat the Honey made by others; 
and the induftrious Bees kill the Drones 
which are much larger and blacker than the 
others, and have no Stings; but when you 
prefs their Tails there appear two little 
Horns like tranfparent Skins, which are yel¬ 
low at the End. In Poland and Mufcovy the 
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Bees make their Hives in the Trunks of old 
Trees, and afford Plenty of Honey without 
any Affiftance, which is contrary to the Na¬ 
ture of ours. Upon this, Munjler and Guyon 
relate a furprizing Thing : A Peafant falling 
into one of thefe Trees where the Bees made 
Honey, in a large Forelt in Mufcovy , as he 
was Searching for the Honey-Comb, and not 
being able to get out becaufe the Hollow of 
the Tree was too deep and wide, a Bear pro¬ 
videntially coming to this Place to feek for 
Honey, the Peafant immediately catches the 
Bear by the Paw, and was drawn out from 
the certain Danger he was in of perifliing in 
the Tree. 

Apis, or the Bee, is a Sort of Fly 
Lemery. that makes Honey and Wax, and 
is fuppos’d to take its Name from 
being a Fly without Feet, which is not fo in 
Fadt, for it has Feet, but carries them clofe 
to its Belly, being difficult to feparate. It 
has four Wings ; the Tongue is long, which 
it carries ufually out of the Mouth ; it has 
fmall Teeth, and the Sting cleaves to the Bel¬ 
ly. The Antients pretended, that the Bee was 
generated from the Lion or the Bull; but 
the vain Trials feveral have made are Effi¬ 
cient to confute fuch a Notion, as being no 
other than the Fancy of the Poet. Indeed 
we-read in the Holy Scripture, that Samfon 
found in theCarcafs of a Lion that had been 
kill’d fome Days before, a Swarm of Bees 
and Honey ; but they were never generated 
from the Flefh of the Lion. 

The Origin of them is certainly the fame 
as that-of other Flies, but only their .Pro¬ 
duction ia flower; tho’from the white Mag¬ 
got they become a perfedt Bee in a Month’s 
Time. The large Bee , which they call the 
King, becaufe of the others that attend and 
follow him, is a Male Bee that is capable of 
fupplying a great many Females, after the 
fame Manner as one Bull fupplies all the 
Cows of a Village. This Bee is much larger 
than the reft, but he has fhorter Wings. His 
Colour is reddifh, inftead of being brown, 
as all the others are. The Bee fucks the 
Virtue of the Flowers, and receives it into 
her Pouch or Throat, from whence (he dif- 
gorges it into the Hive, in order to work it up 
to Honey ; fhe carries .alfo the Wax flicking' 
to her Thighs. The whole kind yields a great 
deal of volatile Salt and' Oil. They are proper, 
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being dry’d, to make the Hair grow. Being 
reduced to Powder, and mix’d with Oil of 
Lizards, they make a kind of Liniment 
wherewith they rub the Head. The eflential 
Salt of them is fo volatile, that it is difficult to 
keep it in a dry Form. It is a moft fubtile 
and penetrating Thing, and one of the moft 
powerful Diureticks and Diaphoreticks. 


24. Of Honey. 

E have three Kinds of Honey 
in France brought from feve- Pomet, 
ral Parts, viz. white Honey, which ’ 
is made without Fire, which fome call Vir¬ 
gin Honey, as well becaufe it flows of itfelf, 
without preffing, as becaufe it is made from 
the firft Year’s Honey-Comb* The fecond 
fort is made of all kinds of Honey-Combs 
put together, after being well cleanfed, in a 
Bag, by means of a Prefs, from whence 
there flows a white Honey, but very diffe¬ 
rent from the former; not only becaufe it is 
not lb white,' but becaufe the Tafte is not 
fo agreeable. The third is the yellow Honey , 
which is made over the Fire in a Kettle, with 
a little Water, and then put into Bags, and 
fqueez’d. The yellow Honey is more or lefs 
fine, according to the Degree of Heat it re¬ 
ceives; for if it be too much heated, inftead 
of being a fine Yellow, it will be brown, 
and of an ill Smell. They pretend likewife 
that the Honey is lefs beautiful and good, ac¬ 
cording to the Quantity of Water which is 
put into it to heat it. 

The fineft and moft efteemed Honey , is that 
of Languedoc, which is white ; efpecially 
that of Corbiere , a little Borough about three 
Leagues beyond Narbonne , which. is the 
Place from whence comes the whiteft and 
pureft Honey , commonly called Narbonne Ho- 
neyp tho’ fiddly fo ; for at Narbonne they do 
not know what you mean by Narbonne'Ho¬ 
ney, but only that of Corbiere: Yet the Name 
has been given to it, becaufe Narbonne is a 
great City, and much better known than Cor¬ 
biere, which it but a fmall Place. This true 
Honey, to have its proper Qualities, ought 
to be new, thick, candied," and entirely like 
Sugar Royal, of a fweet piqhHnt Tafte, and 
a little gromatick. Next after this is that of 
other Parts of Languedoc and Provence, but 

yery 
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very much different and inferior to that of 
Corbiere \ not only becaufe it is never fo 
white, but becaufe it is not fo pleafant to the 
1 afte or Smell, being artificially difguis’d 
with Rofemary, to give it the Tafte and Scent 
of the true pure Honey of Narbonne. The 
third and lalt Sort is the white Honey about 
Paris , and of the Country for twenty or thir¬ 
ty Leagues round, and which gives it the 
Name of Country-Honey ; and that is met 
withal fometimes fo good, that except the 
Tafte and Smell, it is fcarce inferior to that 
of Corbiere-,' which may be readily granted, 
becaufe the Tafte and Scent of Honey pro¬ 
ceeds from the Plenty and Goodnefs of the 
Flowers with which the Bees are fed. And 
as Languedoc and Provence are warm Coun¬ 
tries, and confequently full of aromatical 
Herbs and Flowers, as Thyme, Rofemary, 
Stcechas, &c. therefore the Honey is better, 
and of a more pleafant Smell, and more 
bought up, efpecially to make pedtoral Pti- 
(ans of, which is its chief Ufe; the Coun¬ 
try Honey being principally employ’d in the 
great Compofitions, and to eat in Lent. 

As to the yellow Honey , the beft that comes 
to Paris, and the molt fet by, is that of 
Champagne , which to be good, (hou’d be frefh 
or new, of a good Body, of a golden co¬ 
lour’d Yellow, the moft candied, and leaft 
full of Wax that may be; the Fault other- 
wife proceeds from the ill making of it; but 
the true Champagne is of much the beft Sale, 
and of more Virtue than all the other Honeys 
brought from feveral other Parts, as Tour am, 
Picardy , and efpecially Normandy , which is 
ill-fcented, retldifh, and of a very bad Sale, 
tho’ yet it is more purgative than that of 
other Parts. And this Honey is very eafily 
known, both by the Colour and Smell; and 
likewife becaufe it ufually comes in Stone 
Pots, fuch as Butter comes in from Norman¬ 
dy. This Honey is very proper for the Apo¬ 
thecaries to make Honey of Rofes, Violets, or 
the like. There are feveral other Ends this 
Honey ferves for; as to diftil into a Water, 
Spirit, or Oil, which are reckon’d proper to 
make the Hair grow, and to take out Marks, 
Spots, or Freckles in the Face. Some like¬ 
wife aflign to the Spirit of Honey , well recti¬ 
fied, the Power of diflolving Gold or Lead. 
7 Mel,- or Honey, is a compound- 

tmery. g 0 dy of divers Parts of Flowers, 
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which the Bee extracts, and receives into her 
Stomach to carry to the Hive, where (he dis¬ 
gorges herfelf, and fills her Cell which (he 
has made in the Honey-Comb before for 
that Purpofe. , There are two Sorts of Honey 
in general; one white, and the other yel¬ 
low: The white is made of the firft Year’s 
Stock, without Fire or Prefiing, which is 
call’d Virgin-Honey ; and the Second is prefs’d 
from the Wax, with Force, and by the Ad¬ 
dition of Heat. The white Honey is finer, 
and more pleafant for the Palate, and confe¬ 
quently better for internal Ufes. The yel¬ 
low has a little more Acrimony than the 
white, and therefore is more laxative, and 
externally a good Deterfive. Raw Honey is 
apt to gripe and fwell the Belly, but 
being clarified, it opens, cleanfes, nourifhes, 
and reftores in Confumptions, is pedtoral, 
diuretick, and one of the' beft Opthalmicks 
in the World. 

The feveral Preparations made of Honey , 
and commonly fold, are, firft, clarified Honey, 
next the Spirit, Oil, and Water, the Tin- 
dture and Vinegar, with Mead, Metheglin, 
and Hydromel. Clarified Honey is made 
with the Whites of Eggs; the Water, by put¬ 
ting. Honey into a large Glafs, or earthen Bo¬ 
dy, and diftilling in Sand with a gentle Heat, 
until acid Drops begin to come; then ceafe 
theFire,and keep theWater for Ufe. To make 
the Spirit and Oil, take what remains in the 
Retort aforegoing, and put it into an earthen 
one, or glafs one coated; but let it be fo large, 
that two thirds of it may be empty: Place 
your Retort in a reverberatory Furnace, 
with a large Receiver, luting the Jundture j 
begin the Diftillation with a fmall Fire, for 
about three Hours, to warm the Retort ; 
then increafe it by little and little, fo will the 
Spirits come forth, with a little black Oil, 
and fill the Receiver with Clouds ; continue 
the Fire till all is come over, then feparate 
the Spirit from the black (linking Oil by 
Filtration; the Spirit will be in a pretty Quan¬ 
tity, the Oil little and inconfiderable. The 
Spirit of Honey is an excellent Aperitive, 
cools the violent Heat of Fevers, quenches 
Third, and (Lengthens the Stomach, and 
may be put into Juleps, to give them a plea- 
fing Acidity. It may be redtified by diftil¬ 
ling it in a glafs Cucurbit in Sand. What 
afcends firft is Flegm; that which rifes laft is 
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the ftrongeft of all, and is us’d to cleanfe old 
Ulcers, as the Oil is to fcale rotten Bones. 

Tinfture of Honey is made of pure Virgin 
Honey , mix’d with wafh’d Sand or Bone- 
Afhes, whereon is thrown the belt rectify’d 
Spirit of Honey ; then let them ftand inDigef- 
tion in a Cucurbit, having a flat Bottom, till 
the Spirit is ting’d of a golden Colour, which 
decant, pouring new Spirits upon the Faeces, 
fo long till it will be no longer ting’d; 
mix the ting’d Spirits together, and abftradt 
in Balneo Maria , till only a third Part re¬ 
mains, which is the Tindture, and one of 
the nobleft Medicines for inveterate Coughs, 
Phthificks, and Catarrhs, from a Quarter of 
a Spoonful to a whole one. Mead is com¬ 
pos’d of one Part of Honey to eight Parts of 
Water, well boil’d, and work’d up with 
Yeft Blood-warm, or clarified with the 
Whites of Eggs, Shells and all: Some add 
Aromaticks; as Cloves, Nutmegs, Cinna¬ 
mon, Lemon-Peel, and Ginger; others Al¬ 
teratives, as Thyme, Marjoram, Mint, Balm, 
Rofemary, Cowflip, tsfc. fome Diureticks, 
as Sweet-Briar, Eryngo, Tamarifk, itfc. and 
fo every Perfon makes it to his Fancy, whe¬ 
ther for medicinal Ufes, or other Purpofes. 
Metheglin is made of one Part Honey , and 
four Parts Water; to which maybe added, 
Balm, Sage, Mint, Rofemary, Thyme, Bay- 
Leaves, Angelica, Savoury,- Roman Worm¬ 
wood, Geranium Mofchatum, Origanum, 
Nutmegs, Mace, Cloves, Cinnamon, Gin¬ 
ger, or the like, in the boiling of the Li¬ 
quor; and in tunning of it up, fome add 
blackCurrants, others Raifins of the Sun. To 
make Hydromel , take of the bell Honey eight 
Pounds; Raifins four Pounds; Tamarinds 
half a Pound; fifteen Quarts of Water; 
boil all fo long till an Egg will fwim on the 
Top; let the Faces fettle ; then decant the 
clear Liquor into a Calk, adding to every 
five Pounds four Ounces of Spirit of Wine 
rectified; let it ftand fix Months, and then 
drink of it as you pleafe. All the Prepara¬ 
tions of Honey are pebtoral and diuretick. 

2j. Of Bees-Wax. 

Pomet. TJESIDES the different Sorts 

Honeys, and the Ufes made 
'em, we drive a great Trade in yellow a: 
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white Wax. The firft Sort is made from the 
Prefling of the Honey-Comb over a Fire, 
with a fufficient Quantity of Water; and 
when all is difl'olv’d, they ftrain it through a 
Cloth; this done, they melt it, and fcum off 
the Drofs and Froth, and afterwards call it 
into Cakes. Some Perfons, to refine the 
Wax, ufe Roman Vitriol, or fome others; 
but for my own Part, the beft Secret I know 
of, is to purify it well by melting. 

That which we call Wax , is, in its natu¬ 
ral State, the Honey-Comb, which contains 
the Honey in the Hive. Poland , Barbary, 
Bretagne , and feveral Parts of France , fur- 
nifh us with a great deal of yellow Wax ; but 
that of Dantzick , Bretagne , and Champagne 
is reckon’d the beft. Chufe fuch as is of a 
high yellow Colour, a good Smell, eafy to! 
break, , and that does not ftick to the Teeth; 
and take care that it be the fame on the 
Infide as the Outfide; and when in large 
Cakes, as that from Dantzick , that there be 
no Water, Stones, or Earth in the Middle, 
or that it be not mix’d with Refin, white 
Frankincenfe or Pitch, colour’d with Tur- 
merick or Roucou. 

The Ufe of yellow Wax is confiderable 
for feveral Sorts of Works; as Tapers, Can¬ 
dles, and other-Wax-works. It is of great 
Ufe in Medicine; for it ferves to give a Bo¬ 
dy to Ointments and Plaifters; and likewife 
to make Sealing-Wax for great and lefs 
Deeds. Some will have it,, that yellow 
Wax has no Virtue in Phyfick. By the Retort 
there is made with Wax, Earth, and Oak- 
Afhes, a white thick Oil, like Butter, which 
is call’d Butter of Wax, which ought to be 
white, and have the Smell of Wax. Of this 
Butter, together with Bole, Chalk, or the 
like, in Powder, by means of a glafs Re¬ 
tort on a Sand-Fire, they draw a clear 
white Oil, like Water, that is of an agreea- 
able and pleafant Smell. The Butter and Oil 
of Wax are much valued for the Cure of 
Chilblains, efpecially thofe that are apt to. 
chop, and other Maladies of the like Nature; 
That which remains in the Bags, after the 
Wax is ft rain’d out, is nothing elfe but the 
dead Bees and other Filth. We meet with, 
befides this, in the Hives, a kind of red Wax, 
call’d Virgin-Wax , or Propolis , which is that 
the Bees ufe to ftop up the Chinks or Holes 
of the Hives, to hinder the cold Air from 
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entring. This Wax is fweet-fcented, and 
fmells almoft like Storax, and will'chew and 
mold like Mq/fick. It cleanfes and digefts 
hard Tumours, eafes Pains, and cures Wounds 
and Ulcers. 

Of White-Wax. 

The White-Wax is made out of the yel¬ 
low ; the fame being by a certain Engine 
made into fmall Flakes, and then bleach’d 
in the Sun, by which it will become very 
white. It is then call into round Cakes, fome 
thicker, fome thinner. That is the bell which 
fmells well, and chews hard, not being 
mix’d with Sheeps Suet, and is withal of a 
clear Colour, without any Call of Yellow- 
nefs. The beft, and moft proper to turn 
white, is the yellow Wax of Bretagne , which 
when it is well done, as that ufually is of 
Chateau Gontier , eight Leagues from Anglers , 
which paffes for the beft Sort in France , will 
be pure, white, clear, tranfparent, in thick 
Cakes, that, when broken betwixt the Teeth, 
does not ftick, neither has any ill Tafte or 
Scent. 

It is with this fine Wax we make the fineft 
Works; as Tapers, Wax-Candles, Flam¬ 
beaux, Figures, and other Curiofities in Wax. 
And we reckon, after the Chateau Gontier 
Wax , the fecond Sort is that of Anglers ; the 
third that of Mans ; the fourth that of Hol¬ 
lands which is generally brought in great 
Cakes of four or five hundred Weight; and 
the firft Sort is that we call the Dutch Wax 
Royal ; the fifth is that of Amboife ; the fixth 
of Chaumont near Troyes ; in fhort, the feventh 
and the worft is that of Rouen, becaufe of 
the great Addition of Suet they put in, which 
is better or worfe according to the Quantity 
of Suet that is mix’d with it. 

Of the foft Red and Green Wax. 

The foft Red Wax is made of White Wax 
melted with Turpentine that is wafti’d, and 
then colour’d with Vermilion or Orkanet. 
This Wax ought to be of a good Confi¬ 
dence, a fine red, well made. The chief 
Ufe of this, as well as the Green, is for the 
Lawyers to feal Writs and Deeds with. The 
Green Wax is made the fame Way, only Ver- 
digrife is us’d inftead of Vermilion. 
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Of the black Indian Wax. 

In feveral Parts of the Indies, as well 
Eajl as Weft, they have little Bees, which 
hive, or make their Nefts in the Hollows of 
certain Trees; the Figure of which you 
have before. Thefe Bees depofit their Ho¬ 
ney in little Velfels of black Wax, which 
are of the Size and Shape of Pigeon’s Eggs: 
The Honey is very pleafant, and of an Am¬ 
ber Colour. The Indians ufe this Wax to 
make Tapers of, and to gather from the Tree 
the Balfam call’d Tolu . Some Authors fay, 
that there is an Animal like a Cat, that is 
black, which the Indians call Hierat , or the 
Honey-Beaft, which climbs the Trees, and 
eats all the Honey; and that which is fur- 
prizing, is, that this Animal draws out the 
Honey-Comb with his Paw, and does no Da¬ 
mage to the Bees; and the Bees do not hurt 
him, becaufe they have no Stings like ours. 
This Wax was formerly much us’d in Spain , 
and a little in France ; but at prefent we know 
not what it is, being-one of the fcarceft 
Druggs we have. All the Kinds of Wax are 
naturally compos’d of Oil, volatile Salt, and 
Flegm, without Earth, being emollient, re- 
folutive, and proper for Ointments, Cere¬ 
cloths, and Plaifters. 

26. Of Ambergrife. 

A Mbergrife is the deareft and moft 
^ valuable Commodity we have Pomet. 
in France , and a Thing the leaft un- 
derftood, its Nature and Origin being moft 
contefted; for if I fhould relate what Authors 
have faid upon this Subjedt, it would make a 
Volume of itfelf. But to reproach no Body, 
and not to repeat what fo many Authors 
have faid, I ftiall affirm, that the Ambergrife 
we have brought us from feveral Parts, and 
chiefly Lijbon , is nothing elfe but a Mafs of 
Honey-Combs that fall from the Rocks into 
the Sea, torn off by the Waves of the Sea, 
the Violence of the Winds, or otherwife. 
Thefe Honey-Combs being in the Sea, whe¬ 
ther by a Propriety of the Sea-Water, or by 
the Virtue of the Sun-Beams, are render’d 
liquid, and floating upon the Water, as is to 
be met withal fometimes. 

Many 
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Many Perfons will be furpriz’d at what I 
advance, that Ambergrife , whole Nature 
hath been hitherto fo little known, comes 
from nothing but Bees-Wax, which I could 
not have affirm’d, if a Friend of mine had 
not allur’d me, he had feen a Piece that was 
one half Ambergrife , and another Wax ; 
and to confirm what I fay, Mr. de Monconys , 
Lieutenant-General of Lyons , at Page 71, 
of his Voyages, affirms that he was inform’d 
in England , that Ambergrife was nothing 
but Honey-Combs the Bees make upon 
the large Rocks, which are on the Sea-fide 
in the Indies , which heated by the Sun, 
loofen and fall into the Sea, and by its Agi¬ 
tation are brought to Perfedtion ; and that 
having broken a large Piece, of Ambergrife , 
which was not yet perfedtiy concodted , he 
found in the Middle of its Subltance, the 
Honey-Comb and the Hoqey, both together: 
And for further Confirmation, when the Am¬ 
bergrife is difl’olv’d in Spirit of Wine tarta-. 
riz’d, there remains at laft a Subltance en¬ 
tirely like Honey. And to make it appear 
that Ambergrife is nothing elfe but the Pro¬ 
duct of the Honey-Comb, obferve the great 
Quantities that are fometimes found of it: 
Not in Pieces of three hundred Weight, as 
fome have writ, but thirty or forty Pounds 
are fufficient. 

Mr. Tavernier , amonglt other Things on 
this Subjedt, lays, that in the Year 1646, or 
1647, a Zealander , that was one of the belt 
Families of Middleburg , who was Gover- 
nour for the Dutch Eajl-India Company, in 
the Idle of St. Maurice , which is on the Eaft 
of Madagafcar , found on the Shore a Piece 
of Ambergrife forty two Pounds Weight, 
which he fent to the Company ; but, as fuch 
Perfons have ever fome Enemies, and the 
Piece appearing as if fomething had been 
taken from it on one Side, the Commander 
was accus’d of having taken half, of which 
yet he jultified himfelf at Batavia. 

In the Choice of Ambergrife , which fome 
have call’d by the Name of Oriental Amber , 
let it be in fine Pieces, of a greyilh Colour 
on the Outfide, mark’d with little black 
Spots within, of a fweet pleafant Smell \ 
and meddle not with that which is foft, fat, 
multy within and without, and which is full 
of Dirt and Filth, that is got when the Am¬ 
bergrife was liquid, or before it gains its So- 
Vol. U. 
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lidity. The beft Trial of it is a Dilfoluticn 
in Spirit of Wine ; for that which is pureft, 
and leaves the leaft Faces is the beft. The 
Fidtitious is known by the Smell as well as 
Colour; the Materials of which it is made, 
appearing either too black or too white, 
and will difiolve eafily in Water, being com¬ 
pos’d of Mu Ik, Civet, Aloes Wood,Storax, 
Labdanum , Goat’s Blood dry’d, &c. 

Ambergrife , befides its Ufe for the Perfu¬ 
mers, by reafon or its excellent Scent, is a 
very good Medicine to warm the Stomach, 
and prevent the Caufe of the Gout from at¬ 
tacking the vital Parts; it refreflies the Ani¬ 
mal Spirits by its volatile Sulphur, ftrengthens 
the debilitated Parts, and reftores in Con- , 
fumptions. As Ambergrife is a very dear 
Commodity, thofe who buy Quantities' of 
it, muft take great Care that there be no 
Mixtures in it, or -that it be not Counterfeit¬ 
ed. TheThinnefs of the Subltance of this 
Drugg, is the Reafon that it is never expos’d 
to the Violence of the Fire, but only dif- 
folv’d in Spirit of Wine, or Spirit of Rofes, 
or fome fuch like Menjlruum to prepare it, 
exalt its Smell, and feparate it from its 
earthy Parts: And this is called by the Name 
of Tinfture , or EJfence of Ambergrife . 

0 /~Eflence of Ambergrife. 

EJfence of Ambergrife , us’d by the Con- 
fedtioners, Perfumers, Diftillers, and others, 
may be made after thefe feveral Ways: To 
make Mr. Oharas’% Eflence, take choice Am¬ 
bergrife , two Drams; Sugar-Candy, two 
Drams ; Spirit of Wine, four Ounces ; ar¬ 
dent Spirit of Rofes, half an Ounce ; put 
’em into a Glafs Matrafs, with a blind Head, 
luted in the Junctures, fet in the Heat of 
the Sun, Horfe - Dung, or Sand, difiolve 
and make a Tindture ; decant the clear, 
and keep it for Ufe in a Glafs clofe ftopt: 
The Dofe internally may be given to three 
Drops in Cinnamon-Water, or any reftorative 
Liquor. AnotherEflence is made thus: Take 
Ambergrife , and white Sugar-Candy, in Pow¬ 
der, of each two Drams ; Musk one Dram ; 
Oil of Cinnamon, Citrons, Oranges, Rofes, 
Lavender, of each two or three Drops ; 
mix and beat it up into a Pafte, and difiolve 
it as you have Occafion over a gentle Heat, 
in Spirit of Wine, in a Bolt Head ; or you 
H ' may 
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may make it with Ambergrife alone, in Spirit 
of Wine tartariz’d, digefting in a Sand Heat, 
or Horfe-Dung, for fome Time. 

The Way to make any odoriferous Thing 
yield its Scent, is by opening the Body of 
it firft; which done, the Smell exerts and 
diffufes itfelf immediately, in fuch Vehicles 
as have Power either to difi'olve the feparated 
Particles, or extraCP their Sulphur or Tin¬ 
cture. Ambergrife is -open’d by grinding 
it firft with Sugar-Candy, then with Oil of 
Ben: It is alfo open’d by grinding it with the 
Yolk of an Egg, and feveral other Ways. 
Ambergrife , in its natural State, fcarcely af¬ 
fords any Scent at all; but if it be opened, 
and excited by Solution, with a convenient 
Proportion of Odours and volatile Sulphur, 
fuch as that of Civet , it prefently yields a 
fweet and pleafant Flavour. For Example: 
Take ten Grains of Ambergrife , and three of 
Civet \ beat them together in a Mortar, and 
the Ambergrife will prefently melt; upon 
which, for encreafing the Acid, put two or 
three Drops of Juice of Lemons to it, fo 
will you have a Perfume of an admirable 
Sweetnefs. 

. Ambra-grifea , feu Arnbra Cine- 
Lemery. ritia , or Ambergrife , is a valuable 
Commodity that is very dry, and 
almoft as hard as a Stone, light, opaque, 
greyifh, and fcented : It is found in Pieces of 
different Bignefs, floating upon the Water in 
feveral Parts of the Ocean, as towards the 
Coafts of Mufcovy and Ruffia , and particular¬ 
ly in the maritime Parts of the Indian Seas. 
There was a Piece of a prodigious Size, 
that was faid in the Year 1694, to be car- 
ry’d into Ireland, that weigh’d 182 Pounds. 
The Naturalifs have differ’d much in their 
Opinions concerning the Production of Am- 
bergrife , ’till of late it feems to be univerfal- 
ly agreed, that its made from the Honey- 
Combs that fall into the Sea from the Rocks, 
where the Bees had form’d their Neffs; and 
this is confirm’d by Experience, becaufe fe¬ 
veral Perfons have feen Pieces that have been 
one half Ambergrife , and the other no¬ 
thing but the plain Honey-Comb: And 
others again have met with large Pieces of 
Ambergrife , wh ere, in breaking of it, they 
have found in the Middle the Honey-Comb 
and the Honey too. Chufe fuch as is clean, 
welldry’d, light, and fpotted within with 
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little black Spots, of a fweet pleafant Smell; 
but avoid the moift, foft, and foul Ambergrife , 
as being good for nothing : It is call’d Am- 
bra Cineritia , as being of an afh Colour. It 
ftrengthens the Brain, the Heart, and the 
Stomach ; procures Alacrity, and makes the 
Spirits gay, provokes Luff, and is a good 
Antidote againft Poifon or Infection in Men ; 
but raifes the Vapours in Women, therefore 
let them avoid it. We meet fometimes, a - 
mongft the Druggifts, with a white Amber¬ 
grife, which differs from the other not only 
in Colour, for it is nothing fo ftrong, nor 
half fo good. There alfo is a black Ambergrife , 
but it is good for nothing in Phyfick," and 
but of very little Ufe for the Perfumers. 


27. Of the Viper. 

HTH E Viper is a Kind of Serpent 

that is very common in feveral Pomet . 
Parts of France , but chiefly in Poi- 
ffou, from whence almoft all the Vipers come 
that we fell at Paris. As thefe Animals were 
terrible or frightful to all the World hereto¬ 
fore, fo they are very familiar to us at pre- 
fent ■, inafmuch that there are very few Peo¬ 
ple of Quality in Places where they are to 
be had, but what make Ufe of them as good 
Diet, and a fpecifical Remedy againft feveral 
Sorts of Difeafes, as may be feen in Mr. 
Oharas ’s Treatife of them, wherein he has 
produc’d all that can be faid on that SubjeCt,, 
to which the Reader may have Recourfe at 
his Pleafure; upon which Account I fhall 
content myfelf in directing him to chufe the 
largeft, livelieft Vipers , and fuch as are new¬ 
ly taken ; and to take Care that they are 
put into temperate Places, becaufe extraor¬ 
dinary Cold or Heat is contrary to them : 
They ought likewife to be careful when they 
receive any frelh Vipers , to take them 
out of the Boxes they are. brought in, 
and to take from them the dead ones, if 
there is any, as fometimes it happens; 
and to put them into a Tub with Bran 
or Mofs; not that itfervesthem to feed upon, 
as fome fancy, becaufe thefe Creatures 
never eat after they are taken, but only live 
upon the Air; and notwithftanding this, they 
will continue alive fix Months. It is likewife 
to be obferv’d, that they are to be taken 
cither by the End of the Tail, or elfe with a- 
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Pair of Tongs; becaufe this Animal, when 
he finds himfelf fqueez’d, bites whatever he 
meets with ; and the Biting of the Viper be¬ 
ing very dangerous and mortal, is the Reafon 
why the Takers of them ought to be very 
cautious. The Keepers of them ought to be 
fo likewife, left by Mifchance they fliould 
efcape and get into any Houfe, which would 
be very dangerous, efpecially where there 
are Children. 

We have agreat many dry’d Vipers brought 
from Poifliers, which if good ought to be 
heavy, large, long, well dry’d, and the 
frefheft kill’d that can be got; for in a little 
Time after they are dead, the Worms will 
eat them in fuch a Manner, that nothing will 
be left but the Skeleton. You ought to be 
careful likewife, that every Bundle or Parcel 
of Vipers, which is ufually two Dozen, have 
the Hearts and Livers along with them, 
thefe being the molt noble Parts of the Ani¬ 
mal, and weigh three Ounces and a half; 
and fometimes, but very rarely, four Oun¬ 
ces Weight; and take Care they be not fuch 
as have' died of themfelves, which you 
may eafily difcern, by their extraordinary 
Blacknefs. Some will fay, that there are 
Snakes and Afps fold for Vipers ; but this I 
can’t affirm, having never known it to be 
done at Poi filers. There is, belides, a great 
deal of Vipers Powder fold; but thofe that 
buy it fhould take fpecial Care, becaufe there 
is nothing more liable to be adulterated. 
The dry’d Vipers, with their Hearts and 
Livers, reduced to Powder, and lifted thro’ a 
fine Silk Sieve, is what fome call Bezoar Ani¬ 
mal, pretending that this Powder, thus made, 
has the fame Virtues with the Oriental Be¬ 
zoar , treated of before.* 

They bring us alfo from Poi filers, the vo¬ 
latile and fix’d Salt of Vipers, the Fat, and 
the black Oil that is made by the Retort, 
whofe Virtues and Preparations you have 
thus defcrib’d by Mr. Char as. Take Vipers, 
all their Parts very well dty’d, cut ’em into 
fmall Pieces, with which fill a large Retort 
of Earth, or Glafs well coated; fill it almoft 
quite up to the Top, fix to it a very large 
Receiver, luting the Junctures well, place it 
on a naked Fire, in a clofe Reverberatory, 
or a Reverberatory Furnace, with its Dome ; 
fhut up the Regifter of the Dome, and the 
Door of the Fire Place, make a gentle Fire 
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in the Cinder Place, which keep on Foot for 
two Hours, only to heat the Retort and Fur¬ 
nace ; then removing the Fire into its Place, 
keep it in the fame Heat for two Hours 
longer ; at the End whereof encreafe the 
Fire one Degree, giving a little Air to the 
Regifter of the Dome, continuing it fo for 
two Hours more; and encreafe the Fire to 
the third Degree for the fame Time ; after 
which fet the Regifter of the Dome quite 
open, encreafing the Fire to the higheft De¬ 
gree, which continue fo ldng till nothing 
comes out of the Retort, and that all the 
Vapours in the Receiver be converted into 
Salt or Liquor; then ceafe the Fire, and 
the Veflels being cold, unlute the Receiver, 
and difl'olve the Salt in the Liquor, or 
Spirit. 

To rectify it, put all this diftill’d Matter 
into a Glafs Matrafs, with a long Neck ; 
place it in a Sand Heat, cover it with its 
Head, and join to it a fmall Receiver, lu¬ 
ting well the Joints, and give it a gentle Heat, 
fo will the volatile Salt afeend, white and 
cryftalline, to the Top of the Head, 
which take and put up into a double Glafs 
Bottle, flopping it very clofe. Continue the 
Rectification, feparating and keeping a-part 
the Spirit, which is the remaining Part of 
the volatile Salt, difl'olv’d in fome Flegm, 
and the Oil; and caufe all the volatile Salt, 
and oily Parts, to afeend, calling away that 
which lies at the Bottom of the Matrafs, as a 
Thing of no Ufe. 

This volatile Salt of Vipers is reckon’d ah 
Antidote againft Poifons, and a perfect Cure 
for the Biting of the Viper, or any other 
Kind of Serpent, or venomous Creature > 
It is alfo prevalent againft the Mealies, Small- 
Pox, Plague, or Peftilence. It refills Putre¬ 
faction in the higheft Degree, becomes fpeci- 
fical in intermittingFevers, chiefly the Quar¬ 
tan ; and there is fcarce a Medicine known 
in the World more able- to purify the Mafs 
of Blood, and give it its natural Fluidity: 
whence it does fuch confiderable Feats in 
chronick Cafes; as Scurvies, Eryfipelas’s, 
fcalded Heads, and llrumous Breakings-out; 
caufing the foul impure Humours to perfpire 
through the Pores of the Skin. It is alfo one 
of the molt powerful Remedies in Nature _ 
for Gout, Rheumatifm, and Venereal Re¬ 
licks ; for it opens, penetrates, attenuates, 
H 2 and 
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and is fodorifick; fo that it drives out any 
corrupted or malignant Humours, thro’ the 
Habit of the Body ; it difiolves coagulated 
Blood, removes Inflammations, prevents A- 
poftems, and cures Pleurifies. This Salt is 
very aperitive, and opens ObllruClions both 
of the Head and other Parts ; and relieves 
all Difeafes of the Brain and Nerves ; as 
Palfles, Convuliions, Vapours, Fits of the 
Mother, and the like ; fo that both for exter¬ 
nal and internal Ufes, there is fcarcely found 
a more univerfal Medicine. 

All other Preperations of Vipers , as Pow¬ 
ders, fix’d Salts, TinClures, DecoClions, 
Broths, Jellies, Wines, Eflences, Troches, 
Elixirs, ExtraCls, &c. compared with the 
volatile Salt, are nothing, for in that is to be 
found the Sum of all that is" in the Viper: 
The Oil is fo fcetid, that it cannot be taken 
inwardly ; outwardly it may be ufed to fmell 
to, and to touch the Noftrils with in Va¬ 
pours and Fits ; but if it be made into an 
Elixir, with Spirit of Nitre, and Spirit of 
Wine tartarized, it is a moil fragrant Medi- 
cine, chears the Spirits, fupprefles Vapours, 
and invigorates Nature to a Miracle. 

Le Febure teaches us how to fix this vo¬ 
latile Salt, which is done by Acids, viz. with 
well re&ified Spirit of Salt, dropping it upon 
it, diflolv’d in its own Flegm, ’till the Ef- 
fervefcency and Strife ceafes, by which the 
volatile Salt is united to the Acid : Now 
though there be no great Need of this, yet it 
may be of fome Ufe to watry Stomachs ; and 
though the Tafte and Shape of this Salt, thus 
fix’d, much refembles Bay Salt, it is quite 
another Thing in. its EffeCls. This is evident 
by mixing it with double its Weight of Salt 
©f Tartar, and fubliming in proper Veil els; 
for then the volatile Salt will afcena with its 
firft Force, Strength, and Virtue. 

Vipera , or the Viper, is a Kind 
Lemery. of Serpent, which comes alive out 
of the Belly of its Parent, and 
not from an Egg, as the other Kinds do. It is 
about as long as one’s Arm, and two Inches 
thick; fometimes bigger, and fometimeslefs, 
but never arrives at the Size of the large 
Snake , though in outward Appearance they 
are very like ’em. They are cover’d with a 
fmooth Skin, a little fcaly, on the Backfide 
of feveral Colours as in Waves, foft and 
vifcous underneath, and of very clofes Pores. 


The Jaws are fet on both Sides with little 
Teeth, like the Snakes; but befides thefe 
little Teeth, there is on each Side a Kind of 
a Tulk, or a long, lharp, cutting Tooth, that 
is fometimes forkecj. In the Jaw is a Blad¬ 
der, full of a yellowilh Liquid; the Tongue 
is long and cloven, which it darts out with 
great Violence; being provok’d, it looks like 
a Firebrand, which proceeds from the quick 
Motion or Agitation of the Spirits. This 
Tongue was fuppos’d to be venomous, but 
it contains no manner of Harm in it: The 
Eyes are very fmall. The Vipers breed in 
wild ftony Places in Dauphiny and Poittou : 
They live, being at Liberty, on Rats, Frogs, 
Worms, and feveral other In feCls; but when 
taken and confin’d, they will live about a 
Year, without any other Subfiftence but the 
Air they receive by the little Holes made in 
the Tubs or Chefts wherein they are kept: 
The Reafon why they live fo long without 
eating, is, becaufe the Pores of the Skin are 
fo clofely contracted, that they emit but very 
little Spirits or Effluvia. 

They take the Vipers in Spring Time, or 
Autumn, becaufe they are then fatter, and 
more aCtive than in any other Seafon : The 
Peafants take ’em with little wooden Tongs 
made for the Purpofe, and carry ’em in Bags 
to the Apothecaries. They are much more 
fprightly and gay when they are in the Field, 
than after they are taken, becaufe they then 
draw themfelves up into a narrower Com- 
pafs, and contra Cl their Pores. Thefe dif¬ 
fer from other Serpents, not only as to the 
two Teeth that are in their Jaws, but like- 
wife by a different Connection of their Ver¬ 
tebra^ which hinders them, when they are 
taken by the Tail, from twilling and turn¬ 
ing about the Arm or the Tongs, as the 
Snake does. 

The Viper bites with his long Teeth, and 
Ihoots into the Wound a Spirit, or very vo¬ 
latile acid Liquor, which infinuates into the 
Veflels, coagulates, by little and little, the 
Blood, and interrupts the Circulation, from 
whence flows Death, if not prevented. This 
EffeCl has a great deal of Analogy with that 
which happens upon Syringing, thro’ Curio- 
fity, fome acid Liquor into the Veins of a 
Dog, or other Creature; for in a fhort 
Time he falls into Convuliions and dies. 
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The Accidents which attend thofe who 
have had the Misfortune to be bit by a Vi¬ 
per , are firft of all, that they grow' pale, and 
then turn bluifh, is more or lefs ting’d in 
the Veins and Arteries. Inthefecond Place 
they become reltlefs, melancholy, and fleepy; 
the Pulfe intermitting, becaufe the Courfe 
of the Spirits being intercepted by the Coa- 
gulum that is made in theVeflels, the Blood 
cannot circulate but with Difficulty. In 
the third Place they are chilly or cold, have 
Inclinations to vomit, and convullive Mo¬ 
tions ; becaufe the faline and acid Particles 
which are introduc’d into the Blood, and 
which are pungent, prick, or irritate the 
internal Coats of the Veins and Arteries. In 
the laft Place, they die, becaufe the Blood 
growing lharper, and coagulating (till more 
and more, the Paflage of the Spirits is en¬ 
tirely flopp’d, and there can be no Circula¬ 
tion, without which they cannot live. 

The Remedies againfl the Biting of Vipers 
are external and internal. The external are, 
the fpeedy binding of the Part wounded, if 
poflible, making the Ligature tight, in or¬ 
der to hinder the Poifon from fpreading fur¬ 
ther ; but if the Part that is bit cannot be 
bound, you ought inflantly to apply upon 
it the Head of the Viper that did the Mifchief, 
after being bruis’d, or elfe that of another 
Viper ; otherwife to heat a Knife, or fome 
Piece of flat Iron, red-hot, and hold it near 
the Wound as hot as the Patient is able to 
bear it; or to burn upon the Wound a little 
Gun-Powder; or elfe fcarify, and apply Trea¬ 
cle with Garlick and Sal Armoniack bruis’d 
together. 

Thefe external Remedies open the Pores 
of the Wound, and make the envenom’d 
Spirits flow ; but it ought to be obferv’d, 
that thefe Sorts of Medicines fhould be us’d 
upon the Spot where the Biting is made; 
for if there be Time given to the Poifon to 
enter into the Veffiels of the Body, before 
Application, all will be ufelefs, becaufe the 
Poifon returns no more to the Wound. But 
tho’ external Remedies ought not to be neg¬ 
lected upon this Occafion, they are what 
brings but little Relief,in Comparifon of thofe 
Things that may be given inwardly; for the 
Venom of the Viper being very fubtil, it pafles 
inftantly into the Blood, and therefore, the 
Patient mult take fuch Medicines as have 


Power to break the Points of the Acids, dif- 
folve the Blood, and other coagulated Hu¬ 
mours, excite or promote the Circulation, 
pufh forward by Perfpiration and Urine what¬ 
ever Poifon of the Viper may remain. 

The volatile Salts of Animals are fufficient- 
ly efficacious for thefe Intentions, becaufe they 
are alcaline, very volatile, rarifying,fudorifick, 
and aperitive. That of Vipers is preferable 
to all others, becaufe it is the moll fubtil; 
but inftead of that, we may ufe the volatile 
Salto t Harts-horn, that of Urine, or human 
Skull. Venice- Treacle is, notwithftanding, 
very proper, if old, to relieve this Malady, 
becaufe it is compos’d of Ingredients chiefly 
attenuating and rarifying; but when it is 
new we cannot ufe it with Succefs, becaufe 
the Opium which has not yet been rarified 
by Fermentation, will rather fix the Poifon, 
and thicken the Humours, than rarify and 
difcharge them. 

The largeft Vipers , and fuch as are well 
fed, ought to be chofe, fuch as are gather’d in 
Spring-time or Autumn, when they are in 
the belt Condition. The Trunk of the Vi¬ 
per, feparated from the Skin and the En¬ 
trails, is adminifter’d againft Poifons, to pu¬ 
rify the Blood in the Small-Pox, intermitting 
and malignant Fevers, boil’d in Broths, or 
taken in Powder, from eight Grains to two 
Scruples, or a Dram. The Fat of the Viper 
is fudorifick, refolutive, and anodyne, taken 
internally or externally ; the Dofe from one 
Drop to fix. The Liver and Heart of the 
Viper being dried and powder’d, are call’d 
Bezoar-Animal, and are reckon’d the molt 
powerful Part of the Viper. The Gall is 
•fudorifick; the Dofe being one or two 
Drops. It is, likewife good for Catarrhs of 
the Eyes, to deterge and refolve. The Word. 
Vipera comes from Vi, Force, and parere , to 
engender or bring forth; becaufe the An- 
tients believed that the Female Vipers, in the 
Pleafure of Coition, eat off the Head of the 
Male; and that the young ones, to revenge 
the Death of the Father, ripp’d open the Bel¬ 
ly of the Mother; but the Word Vipera 
feems rather to be deriv’d from viva, alive, 
and parere to bring forth, which is as much 
as to fay, the kind of Serpent that is brought 
forth alive, becaufe all the other Kinds are 
produced from Eggs. 
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28. Of Treacle, commonly call'd Venice 
Treacle. 

Pomet. HpREACLE is a Compolition 
of certain choice Druggs, pre¬ 
par’d, powder’d, and reduc’d into an Opiat or 
liquid Electuary, with Honey. The Treacle 
takes its Name from the Viper , which the 
Greeks call Therion , or Thyrion \ and it was 
compounded by Andromachus the Father, a 
Native of Candia, and firfl Phyfician to Nero. 
The Venetians, of late Years, have got the 
Reputation of being thought the only People 
who had the true Way of preparing the Trea¬ 
cle ; and at prefent the Apothecaries of Mont¬ 
pellier make fuch vaft Quantities of it, that 
one may fee Multitudes of thefe Treacle Bar¬ 
rels, which has reduc’d it to fo low a Price, 
that one Pound of good Honey will fell for 
more than the fame Weight of this pretended 
Treacle. And if I was permitted to publifh 
the Frauds that are committed in preparing 
this Antidote, I am fatisfy’d the Magiftrates 
would prefently put a Stop to the Abufe, 
both as to that which is fold about at Markets 
and Fairs, as well, as to what is fold at Paris 
for fix teen or eighteen Pence a- Pound. And 
notwithftanding it is fold at fuch a low Price, 
thole who deal in it get confiderably, becaufe 
what they fell is nothing but the worft Ho¬ 
ney, in which is incorporated a Parcel of 
rotten worm-eaten Roots and Druggs, that 
are no better than the Sweepings of Shops; 
and to promote or recommend the Sale of 
this, they cover the Pots with a printed Pa¬ 
per, wherein are two Vipers that compofe a 
Circle, crown’d with a Fleur-de-Lis , which 
contains this Title, Fine Venice Treacle , tho’ 
it .is made at Orleans ox Paris. 

As to that of Montpellier , I have feen it 
often made there, which is prepar’d with 
all the Exadlnefs that can be; but what is 
fent to" the Fairs for common Sale, they mix 
with large Quantities of boil’d Honey, being 
obliged to. fell it at about eighteen Pence a 
Pound; that which is true Handing them 
in above forty Pence a Pound. The Treacle 
Makers are call’d by the honeft Apothecaries, 
to ridicule them, Multard-Makers. As to 
the Venice Treacle , I can fay nothing to it, 
not knowing diredlly how they make it; 
but as to what is made at Paris , by Mef- 


fieurs. Charas, Geofry, Jofon , Bolduc , and 
Rouviere, I have feen it prepar’d with all the 
Care imaginable. And I can affirm, for a 
certain Truth, that there was a large Quam 
tity thereof made in March 1688. without 
fubftituting any thing, and with the fineft 
and bell Druggs that were ever feen, being 
alfo defign’d fora Mailer-Piece, or Trial of 
Skill; but as we are not immortal, and that 
thofe who fell this may be capable of know¬ 
ing the true Compofitiorf, and of making 
it themfelves aright, in order to prevent A- 
bufes, I lhall here give you the true Receipt; 
which I would not have done, if Mr. Oharas, 
who has writ a particular Treatife of Treacle, 
had mention’d the Names of the Druggs in 
French : This Book is entitled, The Na¬ 
tural Hijlory of Animals, Plants, and Mine¬ 
rals, that ?nake up the Compofition of Andro- 
machus’r Treacle. 

Andromachush Treacle. 

Take Troches of Squills, fix Ounces; 
Troches of Vipers and Hedycroy, Long Pep¬ 
per, Opium prepared, of each three Ounces j 
red Rofes, Florentine Orrice, Juice of Li¬ 
quorice, wild Navew Seed, Balfam of Ju- 
daa, fine Cinnamon, Agarick, of each one 
Ounce and an half; powder’d Myrrh, Ara¬ 
bian Cofus , Saffron, Cafia Lignea, Indian 
Spikenard, Flowers of Camels Hay, Oliba- 
num in Tears, white and black Pepper, Dit¬ 
tany of Crete , Tops of white Horehound, 
fine Rhubarb, Arabian Stcechas , Macedonian 
Parfiy Seed, Mountain Calamint, Turpen- 
tine of Ohio, Cinquefoil-Root, Ginger, of 
each fix Drams; Poley Mountain, Ground 
Pine, Storax in the Tear, Spicknel, true 
Amomum, Valerian, Celtick Spikenard, feal’d 
Earth, Germander, Indian Leaf, natural Chal- 
citis. Gentian Root, Anifeed, Juice of Hy- 
pocijlis. Fruit of the Balfam-Tree, Gum- 
Arabick, Fennil-Seed, common Cardamum, 
Marftlian Hartwort, Treacle-Mullard, Flow¬ 
ers of St. John's Wort, the true Acacia, Gum 
Sagapen in Tears, of each four Drams; Ca- 
fior, fmall Birthwort, Candy Carrots, Jews 
Pitch, Flowers of the lefler Centaury, Opo- 
panax , and Galbanum, of each two Drams ; 
choice Honey three times the Weight of all; 
Spani/h Wine as much as to give the due 
Confiltence. 
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Troches of Squills. Take Pulp of Squills, 
twelve Ounces; Flower of the bitter Vetch, 
eight Ounces. Troches of Vipers are made 
of the Flefh boil’d in Water with Dill and 
Salt, and cleans’d from the Bone, of each 
eight Ounces; Crumbs of Bread dry’d and 
lifted, two Ounces and an half. According 
to Mr. Charas they are made up of Dittany 
Root inllead of Bread Crumbs. For Troches 
of Hedycroy , take- Herb-Maltick, the lefs 
Marjoram, Afar-abacca, Rofe-Wood, of each 
two Drams; Camel’s-Hay, Calamus Aro- 
maiicus , the great Valerian, Wood of the 
Balfam-Tree, true Balfam, Cinnamon, Ara¬ 
bian Cojlus , of each three Drams; Myrrh, 
Saffron, Indian Leaf, Spikenard, Cajfta lig- 
nea, of each fix Drams; true Amomum , one 
Ounce and an half ; Maffick in Tears, a 
Dram; Spanijh Wine enough to form into 
a Mafs. The Way of making all thefe 
Troches is to be met with in molt Difpenfa- 
tories, efpecially thofe of Paris, Bauderon , 
Charas , and others. 

The Grand Treacle reform’d by Monfieur 
d’Aquin, the King’s Phyfician. 

Take dry’d Vipers, with the Hearts and 
Livers, twenty-four Ounces; Troches of 
Squills, Extract of Opium, of each twelve 
Ounces ; Roots of Contrayerva , Virginia 
Snake Root, Angelica , the great Valerian 
Spignel, Gentian, Birthwort, Cojlus, Indian 
and Celtick Spikenard, Cinnamon, Oil of 
Nutmegs by Exprelfion, Saffron, Dittany of 
Crete, Indian Leaf, Water Germander, Moun¬ 
tain Calamint, Poley Mountain, Ground 
Pine, Flowers of St. John’s Wort, and the 
lelier Centaury, Arabian Store has, Amomum, 
fmall Cardamums, Macedonian Parlley-Seed, 
Bilhop’s-Weed, Marfilian Hart-wort, and 
Myrrh, of each eight Ounces; Refin of Sto- 
rax, Opopanax , Gum Sagapen and Cajlor , of 
each four Ounces; a mellaginous Extradl of 
Juniper-Berries, feventy-two Pounds 3 Malm- 
fey Wine, one Quart. 

This Prefcription of Treacle has been bet¬ 
ter received than that of Andromachus, of 
later Years, by Reafon of the vail Number 
of Ingredients, and the little Virtue that moll 
of ’em have, which was the Reafon why 
Mr .d’Aquin expung’d what was fuperfluous, 
and added other Things more neceflary; the 
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Defcriptiori of which Additions he gave to 
Mr. Charas to infert in his Royal Galeni¬ 
cal Pharmacopoeia. As to the Virtues, of 
Treacle, I fhall not infill on thatTopick, 
becaufe, there are feveral Authors who have 
treated of them; befides the feveral printed. 
Papers difpers’d with it, that come from Ve¬ 
nice or Montpellier , that explain the Ufe of 
it. In feveral Difpenfatories we meet with a 
third Sort of Treacle, call’d the Diateffaron , 
becaufe it is compounded of four Druggs, 
which are the Gentian, round Birthwort, 
Bay-Berries, and Myrrh, all reduc’d into 
Powder, and made up with Honey, and 
Extradl of Juniper, into an Eledluary. This 
Treacle, tho’ of a fmall Price, is not want¬ 
ing in good Qualities, being very ufeful for 
all Sorts of Cattle. Some People call it the 
Poor’s Treacle, or German Treacle. 

Along with thisMedicine, we have brought 
from Montpellier a Treacle-Water, call’d fo 
becaufe Treacle is the Balls of it, and by 
Reafon its Virtues, in fome Meafure, are like 
it. The Montpellier Treacle-Water of Bauderon 
make thus; Take fine Treacle, three Ounces; 
Roots of Tormentil, Angelica , Vipers Grafs, 
Dittany of Crete, and Salfafras, of each two 
Ounces; Bole, one Ounce; Juniper-Berries, 
Citron-Seeds, Carduus Benedittus, Sorrel, and 
Purflane-Seed, of each half an Ounce; Be- 
tony, Marygold, Balm, Water Germander, 
Borrage, and Buglofs, of each one Handful; 
fineCinnamon andMace,of each two Drams; 
Vinegar of Rofes, made of White-Wine, two 
Pounds; Juice of Citron and Verjuice, of 
each fix Ounces: Chufe and prepare all your 
Druggs according to Bauderon’s Difpenfatory ; 
and from thence, by a Glafs Alembick,. you 
may draw a clear Water, of a llrong Smell 
of Treacle, having the fame Virtues with it: 
But the fmall Power there is in Vinegar, 
Juice of Citrons and Verjuice, to diffolve 
and raife the Virtue of the Aromaticks in 
Dillillation, made the Sieur de Pelerin lay 
afide this Prefcription, and follow that which 
Mr. Charas has given us in his Difpenfatory, 
Page 1030, which will appear much more 
reafonable. 

Mr. Charas’; Treacle-Water „ 

Take Roots of Gentian, Angelica, Ma - 
fer-wort, Valerian, and Contrayerva, of each 
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^wo Ounces; Citron and Orange-Peel, not 
candied, but dry, fine Cinnamon, Cloves, 
and Juniper Berries, of each one Ounce ; 
Water Germander, and St. John’s Wort 
Flowers, of each one Handful: Spirit of 
Wine, Walnut and Carduus Water, of 
each one Quart; fine Treacle, four Ounces; 
draw from thence a very odoriferous Water, 
more efficacious, and better to keep than the 
former. It is very proper to refill all Poifons, 
and prevent Infections. The Dofe is from 
one Dram to four, in a convenient Liquor. 
Likewife it is given fometimes alone, in a 
fmall Quantity. Mr. Charas fays, that there is 
a Treacle-Water made, by difl’olving of Trea¬ 
cle in equal Parts of Spirit of Wine, and Vi¬ 
negar diftill’d; fo they make Treacle-Vi¬ 
negar fometimes only by diflolving it in 
flrong Vinegar, which is us’d againft the In¬ 
fection of the Air, and to wafh the Hands, 
Temples, and Noftrils with. 

Befides Treacle-Water, at firft, when the 
Roman Orvietan was known in France , we 
had it from Rome , and fome other Parts of 
Italy , as Orviette , from whence it takes its 
Name; but fince that the Sieur Contugi 
came to Paris , and under Pretence of the 
King’s Permiffion, took uppn him the 
whole Management of this Medicine, the 
Druggifls have left off to trade in it, either 
thro’ Fear, or becaufe the Profit to be got 
by it was not confiderable enough. But fince 
they underltood that when the King gave his 
Authority to the Sieur Contugi , to fell and 
trade in Orvietan at Paris, he did not intend 
to exclude the Druggifls or Apothecaries at 
Paris from making it, as has been declar’d by 
an Arrejl, left he fhould deprive France of a 
Remedy fo valuable and neceflary for the 
Publick. But fince the Sieur Contugi and his 
Wife are both dead, I have thought fit to 
give the World a true Defcription of it, as 
well as I have done of other Receipts which 
I have acquir’d in different Parts where I 
have been ; but being robb’d of a great many 
of my Papers and Memoirs, I was hinder’d 
in my Attempt, and plung’d into a vaft 
Expence, which I was oblig’d to in the 
Impreffion of this Book, befides the great 
Charges I had been at for fixteen or feven- 
teen Years, in gaining a particular Know¬ 
ledge of the fcarceft Druggs, and making 
all forts of Trials I could upon this SubjeCt, 


p/'DRUGGS. 

agreeable to my Profefiion, and the Defign 
of this Work. 

Orvietan. 

Take Roots of Vipers Grafs, Carline Thi- 
ftle, Mafter-wort, Angelica, Bitumen, Birth- 
wort, Contrayerva, white Dittany, Galin- 
gal, Gentian, fmall Arabian Coftus, true 
Acorus, Macedonian Parfley-Seed, Leaves of 
Sage, Rofemary, Goats Rue, Carduus Be- 
nediClus, Dittany of Crete, Bay and Juniper 
Berries, of each one Ounce; Cinnamon and 
Cloves, of each half an Ounce; dry’d Vipers 
with their Hearts and Livers; old Treacle 
four Ounces; white defpumated Honey eight 
Pounds to the whole Druggs, to make it 
into a Body. By confulting of Bates’s Phar¬ 
macopeia , you may fee how far this Recipe 
differs from that which he fays Sir Ro¬ 
bert Talbor communicated to him , and 
which we may fuppofe he brought from 
France . 

29. Of the Sea-Skink. 

H E Sea-Skink is an amphibious 
Animal, pretty much like a Pomet. 
fmall Lizard. This Creature is a- 
bout half a Foot long, and an Inch Diame¬ 
ter, having a fharp Nofe, being cover’d with 
Scales. It has two little piercing Eyes, with 
the Mouth divided to the Place where the 
Ears fhould be feated, had this Creature any. 
It has a great many little white and redTeeth, 
and goes upon four Feet, little more than an 
Inch high, which are very like thofe of an 
Ape. It is cover’d with little round Scales, 
different from thole of the Head, that are 
long and large. They are greyifh, inclining 
to brown upon the Back, and of a Silver 
grey under the Belly. The Body of this 
Animal grows Hill fmaller to the End of the 
Tail, like the Viper’s. 

There is a great many of thefe little 
Skinks to be found in the Nile in Egypt , from 
whence they are brought us by the Way of 
Marfeilles , only the Entrails are taken out, 
and the fmall End of the Tail is cut off. 
Chufe fuch as are the biggefl, longeft, hea- 
vieft, moft dry and entire, and leaft worm- 
eaten, to which they are very fubjedt. They 
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are reckon’d proper to reftore Warmth in 
old Age, and Decays of Nature, to encreafe 
the Semen Virile , and are one of the Ingre¬ 
dients of Mithridate. 

The Reverend Father Du Tertre fays, that 
he faw not only in Guadoloupa, but likewife 
in other Ifles, the true Skinks, altogether like 
thofe that are brought from /Egypt. It is a fort 
of Lizard which by the Inhabitants of Guade¬ 
loupe is call’d Maboiiia, and in fome other Ifles 
the Land Pike, but I know not for what'Rea- 
fon. I believe rather it may be called fo, be- 
caufe this Animal is almoft always at Land, 
and when they cut off his Feet, he is juft like a 
Stake that they drive into the Ground, and 
not a Pike, as the Sieur Rochefort would have 
it; who, to make it agree with the Name 
he has given this Animal, writes with all the 
Affurance and Falfity imaginable, that it has 
the perfett Head, Skin, and Shape of our 
Pike. Thefe Skinks are more flefhy than 
the other Lizards, the Tail thicker, and the 
Legs and Feet fo fhort, that they creep upon 
the Ground. Their Skins are cover’d with an 
infinite Number of little Scales, like thofe of 
Snakes, but of a yellow Colour, filver’d, 
and fhining, as if rubb’d with Oil. Their 
Flefh is good againft Poifon, and the Wounds 
of envenom’d Arrows. 

Of Mithridate. 

Take choice Myrrh, Saffron, white Aga- 
rick, Ginger, fine Cinnamon, Indian Spike¬ 
nard, Frankincenfe, and Thlafpi , or Trea- 
cle-muftard-Seed, of each ten Drams; Mar- 
ftlian Hartwort, Balfam of Judaa, Camels 
Hay, Arabian Stcechas, Cofus, Galbanum, 
Turpentine, Long-Pepper, Cafor , Juice 
of Hypocifis, St or ax in Tears, Opopanax, 
and Indian Leaves, of each one Ounce: 
Cajfia Lignea, Poley Mountain, White- 
Pepper, Water Germander, Candy Carrots, 
Fruit of the Balfam-Tree, Troches of 
Cephi and Bdellium , of each feven Drams; 
Celtick Spikenard, Gum Arabick, Mace¬ 
donian Parfley, Opium , the lefler Carda- 
mum, Fennel, Gentian, red Rofes, and 
Dittany of Crete , of each five Drams; 
* Anifeed, the true Acorus, fmall Valerian, 
and Gum Serapin , of each three Drams; 
Spignel, Acacia , and the Sea-Skink, St. 
John’s- Wort Seed, of each two Drams and 
Vol. II. 


an half j Spanijh Wine a fufficientQuantity; 
fine Honey, nine Pounds, eight Ounces, and 
two Drams. 

Of Troches of Ciphi, 

Take fat Raifins, Turpentine, choice- 
Myrrh, Camels Hay, fine Cinnamon, Cala¬ 
mus Aromaticus, Bdellium , Spikenard, Cajfia 
Lignea, -Cyperus , Juniper-Berries, Rofe- 
Wood, Saffron, fine Honey, Spanijh Wine. 
The Way of compounding Mithridate differs 
nothing from that of Treacle ; and as to 
thefe Troches, the Difpenfatories of Baude- 
ron and Charas fhew us the Manner of pre¬ 
paring them. / , • w 

f yScincus Marhius , or the Skink, 
is a little amphibious Animal, re- Lemer'y. 
fembling a fmall Lizard, or rather 
a little Crocodile , as long as one’s Hand, 
fometimes thicker than an Inch, cover’d with 
little Scales of a Silver Colour, efpecially un¬ 
der the Belly, having brown Streaks crofs 
the Back ; the Head is oblong, and thicker 
over the Jaws than the Neck ; the Eyes very 
little; the Nofe fharper than that of the Li¬ 
zard’s, cover’d with Scales as the reft of the 
Body is; the Mouth is cut in very deep, fet 
with a great many little white Teeth. Some 
Authors call it Crocodilus Minor, or the little 
Crocodile. It is bred in the Nile, and feveral 
other Parts of /Egypt, and feeds upon aroma- 
tical Flowers. It never grows bigger than as 
we have it brought to us. They open the 
Belly and take out the Entrails, then fill it 
with Poley Hair, or fome other dry’d aro- 
matical Herbs, in order to preferve it. This 
Creature affords a great deal of volatile Salt 
and Oil. Some People prefer the Kidneys 
before the reft of the Body; but there is no 
Difference in the Virtue of any of them. 

26. Of Silk-Worms. 

H E Silkworms are little Infers, 
whofe Origin is altogether fur- Pomet. 
prifing, as well as the various Shapes 
and Changes they undergo. Several Authors 
have writ of them ; and amongft the reft 
Mr. Ifnard, in a little Treatife of his, at the 
254th Page, accounts for their’ Original, 
thus; “ At the Time when the Mulberry- 

I • “ Leaves 
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“ Leaves are ready to gather, which fiiould 
" be five Days after their Budding, in the Be- 
“ ginning of the Spring, they take a Cow, 
“ which is almoft at Calving, and feed her 
“ wholly with Mulberry-Leaves, without 
“ giving her any Thing elfe to eat, of Herbs, 
“ Hay, or the like, till {he has calv’d ; and 
44 this they continue for eight Days longer ; 
44 after which they let the Cow and Calf 
44 both feed upon this fome Days together, 
44 without any other Mixture, as before: 
44 They kill the Calf after it has been fill’d 
44 or fatiated with the Mulberry-Leaves and 
44 the Cow’s Milk; then chop it to Pieces 
44 to the very Feet, and without throwing 
44 any thing away, put all together, the 
44 Flefh, Blood, Bones, Skin, and Guts* 
44 into a wooden Trough, and fet it a-top 
44 of the Houfe in a Granary, or Garret, ’till 
44 it is corrupted; and from this will proceed 
44 little Worms, which they lay together 
44 on a Heap, with Mulberry-Leaves, to 
44 raife ’em afterwards, juft as they do thofe 
44 which are produc’d from the Eggs; and 
44 thefe Silkworms are abundantly more 
44 fruitful than thofe from the Eggs; fo that 
44 thofe who deal confiderably in them, ne- 
44 ver fail every ten or twelve Years to raife 
44 them this Way.” 

There are fo many Particulars relating to 
the Management and Breeding of thefe lit¬ 
tle Creatures, that it would be troublefome 
to dwell upon this Subject; hefides, it has no 
Relation to my prefent Purpole; and fince 
Mr. Ifnard has writ an entire Book upon it, 

I {hall refer thofe to it who would know 
further. Thefe little Animals fupply us with 
a Commodity fo valuable, that formerly thofe 
only of the beft Quality were clothed with 
it. There are feveral Colours of Silk; as 
white, yellow, and the like: Thefe dif¬ 
ferent Silks are found upon little Clues , of the 
Size and Shape of a Pigeon’s Egg; and by 
the means of warm Water, and certain 
Windies , they wind it into Skains, and then 
dye it of what Colour they pleafe. 

I {hall not detain you with a Defcription 
of all the different Silks that we have brought 
us from feveral Parts, contenting myfelf on¬ 
ly to fay, that what is us’d in Phyfick is the 
Natural; that is to fay the Ball, or what 
is wound up naturally, and without palling 
thro’ hot Water, to which the Antients gave 
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the Name of Raw-Silk, or rough as it comes 
fronl the Siik-ivcrm. This Silk, after it is re¬ 
duced to Powder, which is not very eafy to 
do, is brought into feveral Compofitions, as 
Confections of Mermes , Hyacinth , &c. 
They ufe likewife Silk dyed fcarlet, to give 
to Women in Child-bed, infteado i Alkermes. 
Several Authors fay, that Silk has the Virtue 
of making the Heart pleafant, and the Spirits 
bride, and to cleanfe the Blood. Thofe 
who ufe the Balls of Silk ought to take 
care, before they reduce it into Powder, to 
cut it afunder, and take away the Worm 
that is within, fometimes frefh, and fome- 
times rotten, with the firft Skin that wraps 
it about, as not fitting to be taken inwardly; 
and thofe who would have the belt, ufe no¬ 
thing except the Raw-Silk, becaufe the reft 
is nothing but Drofs, or refufe Stuff. It may 
be reduc’d to Powder, by cutting it very 
fine, fo that it will pafs thro’ a Sieve; for to 
beat it, ’twill be a tedious "Work ; befides it 
will lofe half. As to the Confe&ions of Al¬ 
kermes and Hyacinth , the fcarlet Silk ought 
to be prefer’d to all other, tho’ almoft aft 
Authors recommend the Raw-Silk, which is 
that which is white, or of a Gold Colour, 
and which has not been dy’d. 

There are feveral other Reptiles which we 
fell, as the Leeches which are found in Ponds 
and Ditches, and which the Surgeons apply 
to feveral Parts of the Body, and chiefly 
thofe where Cupping-Glafles cannot be eafily 
fix’d. There are feveral Sorts of Leeches; 
the beft of which are the leaft, that have 
fmall Heads, reddifh Bellies, with Streaks 
upon the Back, and of a Gold Colour. They 
are to be met With in clear running Water. 
Throw aivay the venomous Sort, which 
have thick Heads, and are of a green Colour, 
that fhine like Glow-worms, being ftreak’d 
with blue, and are found in muddy Waters; 
for inftead of relieving the Patient, they will 
caufe Inflammations, Apoftems, Fevers, and 
malignent Ulcers, that are fometimes incu¬ 
rable. To keep thefe Leeches, put ’em in¬ 
to clean Water, that muft be renew’d from 
Time to Time, to which fome will add 
Sand and Earth. 

We fell, befides thefe, the Powder, vola¬ 
tile Salt, and Oil of iToads, as well rfs the 
Stone that is found fn the Head of the large 
and old ones,'to which the Antients attribut¬ 
ed 
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ed great Virtues; and Mr. Charm treats of 
it very largely, in his Chymical Difpenfato- 
ry, Page 794;, to which thofe who deiire to 
know further may haye Recourfe. There 
are fome who rank the Toad-Stone among 
the precious Stones, not only- becaufe it is 
fcarqe to be met withal, but becaufe it is en¬ 
dowed with fo many excellent Virtues, being 
proper to refill all Sorts of Poifon: The 
white is the molt valued, tho’ thofe which 
are of another Colour, are endow’d with no 
}els Virtues: They impole upon the Buyer, 
inltead of the Toad-Stone, a little round or 
longilh Stone, that is found in feveral Parts 
of Europe. 

We fell likewife volatile Salt, Oil, and 
Powder of Millepedes , or Hog-Lice, to 
which Mr. Charas afiigns great Virtues, as 
well as to the volatile Salt of Cantharides, 
Earth-Worms, and Ants; as may be feen in 
his Chymical Pharmacopoeia ; as likewife the 
Oils of Scorpions , Ample and compound, 
which we have ready made from Provence 
and Languedoc , and for which we have a 
better Sale than thofe made by the Apothe¬ 
caries at Paris ; and which, without Dis¬ 
pute, are much better, becaufe the Scorpions 
are moll frequent in thofe Provinces. The 
Oil of Scorpions limple, is only made of 
Scorpions, and Oil of bitter Almonds: The 
Compound is that of Matthiolus , which is 
made of the following Druggs, viz. of 
Scorpions, old Oil Olive, the Flowers, 
Leaves, and Seed of St. John’s Wort, Ger¬ 
mander, Mountain Calamint, Carduus Be¬ 
nedict us , Water Germander, leffer Centaury, 
Vervain, Dittany of Crete , Zedoary, white 
Dittany, Gentian, Tormentil, round Birth- 
wort, Storax , Benjamin, Juniper-Berries, 
black Cummin Seed, fine Cinnamon, the odo¬ 
riferous Reed, long Cyperus , white Sanders, 
Rhubarb, Myrrh, Aloes, Indian Nard, Saffron, 
Treacle, Mithridate, and white Wine; mix 
all together, and make an Oil. The Dofes 
you will find in Matthiolus’s fixth Book of 
Poifons; or in Bauderon , or Charas’ s Difpen- 
fatory, whereto thofe who defire to make it 
may have Recourfe. This Oil is one of the 
moll difficult Compofitions in Pharmacy, be¬ 
caufe of the different Mixtures, and the Diffi¬ 
culty of getting the Scorpions alive from 
Provence or Languedoc , which is the Reafon 
why that which is made at Paris, is fold 
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dearer than that which we have from Afint- 
pellier , and othef Parts. * 

Bombyx , five JCermis lanificius , 
the < $il$-iypt?m, is a Rind of Ca- Lemery. 
terpiliar, or a Worm, as long and 
thick a s one’s little Finger, divided from one 
fart tp anpther in a Sort of Rings; having 
under them ufually fourteen Feet,’ fix in the 
fore Part, which are yery fraaU, and eight on 
the hinder Part, which begin after the third* 
Ring: The two laft are much larger than 
the reft; the Shape of ’em are ugly to look 
upon i their Subftance very moift and vif~ 
cous. They are cloth’d with a very thin 
tender Skin, eafy to break and waft away, 
of a brown or whitifh Colour, with fome 
Spots. It is produced in the Spring, from a 
little round Egg, that is like a Poppy-Seed; 
is fed with Mulberry-Leaves frefli gather’d > 
for if they are decay’d, they kill the Silk¬ 
worms. When they are grown to their full 
Size they eat no longer, but fpue out of their 
Mouths a kind of thick, gluey, or yifeous 
Slaver or Foam, which they ftretch, extend, 
and work to a Silk Web, and then wind into 
a Clue, that is fometimes white, and fome- 
times yellowifh, wherein it is wrapp’d, and 
lies feveral Days ftill working ’till it dies j 
but if you do not throw this Clue into Water 
to draw off the Silk, it will quit this thick 
Clothing, pierce thro’ the Clue , and arife a 
fine, white, gaudy, adlive Butterfly; and if 
you leave after this Manner a Number of 
them, you will have a diverting Sight, to fee 
the Male and Female Butterflies carrefling, 
and making Love; from whence, afterwards, 
you have Eggs when the Animal is dead. 

The Silkworms yield Abundance of Flegm 
and Oil,' but little volatile Salt. They are 
reckon’d very good to cure a Vertigo , if af¬ 
ter they" are dry’d and powder’d you apply 
the Powder upon the Head, being firft fhav’d. 
The Silk upon the Clue> before it is call into 
the Water, is call’d Seri cum crudum , or 
Raw-Silk. It ought to be cut afunder to un¬ 
cover the Worm within it. This yields a little 
Flegm, a good deal of Oil, but very little 
volatile Salt and Earth. It is thought pro¬ 
per to recruit the Spirits, and purify the 
Blood, being taken in Powder. Some Peo¬ 
ple hold, that if you feed a Calf with Mul¬ 
berry Leaves, then kill and cut it to Pieces, 
and expofe it to the Air, upon a Houfe, it will 
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produce Silkworms ; but this Thought wants 
Confirmation. In the Parts where ' they 
trade in Silk, as Savoy, Languedoc , and Pro¬ 
vence, they put their Silk-worms in Cham¬ 
bers, where they are difpos’d in Repofitories 
or Niches, where they make their Clues ; 
good Quantities of which they prefertfe on 
Purpofe to have Eggs, and they throw the reft 
into warm Water, wherein the Worms die. 

31. Of the Whale.. 

p . Hr H E Whale is the largeft of all 

A Fifh, and is to be found in the 
Northern and North-Weft Seas. The Skele¬ 
ton of one was fhewnat Paris in 1658, whofe 
Skull was between fixteen and feventeen 
Foot long, weighing four thoufand fix hun¬ 
dred Pounds; the Jaws ten Foot wide, and 
fourteen Foot long, weighing each eleven 
hundred Pounds. The Fins, which look like 
Hands, weighing each fix hundred .Pounds. 
The Joints of the Back, from the Head to 
the End of the Tail, forty five Foot long; 
the firft Joints weighing fifty Pounds, and the 
others lefs, according as they came nearer the 
End. I fhall not trouble myfelf to give an 
Account of all that relates to that Animal, or 
the Manner of taking him, becaufe feveral 
Authors have treated of it ; but I fhall only 
fay, that there are two Sorts of Whales ; 
the one is call’d Cachalot , which differs from 
that which is call’d the Whale , in that the 
Mouth of the Cachalot is furnifh’d with little 
flat Teeth without a Beard or Whifkers, 
which is contrary to that which bears the 
Name of the Whale , which has nothing but 
Whifkers. ’Tis from the Fat or Lard of 
thefe Animals, that they draw Whale Oil , 
which is a very great Commodity, efpecial- 
ly in Times of Peace, by reafon of the 
great Ufe they have for it in France , as well 
for Burning, as feveral other Ufes, wherein 
it is very neceflary. We have two Sorts of 
Whale Oil comes to Paris , the belt of which 
is that which we call Oil of the great Bay, 
which is by the French made of the Fat 
immediately after it is taken from the 
Whale ; whence it comes that the French Oils 
do not fmell fo ill as thofe made in Holland , 
becaufe the Dutch do not make their Oils 
from the Fat fo foon as it is drawn from the 
Whale , but bring it into Holland to be melt¬ 


ed ; wherefore we ought to prefer the French 
Oils to thofe of Holland, which are eafily 
known, becaufe the Dutch are red and {link¬ 
ing, and yet are clear, and have little of the 
Hogoe. The great Quantities we have of 
Whale Oil, comes from the northern Sea, 
efpecially Greenland , from whence the Hol¬ 
landers are fupplied. 

) * . 

' J> O/'Sperma Ceti. 

r * • 

The Sperma Ceti , according both to the 
Antients and Moderns, and which, tho’ im¬ 
properly, is call’d fo at this Day, is the Brain 
of a Sort of Whale call’d Byaris , and by the 
People of St. John de Luz , Cachalot. This 
Animal is nam’d, by fome, the male Whale, 
and in Latin , Orca ; it is about twenty five 
Foot long, and twelve Foot high; each of 
the Teeth weighing one Pound, which are 
very ufeful for feveral Sorts of Works : 
Thefe Creatures are very common at Cape 
Finijlre , on the Coaft of Galicia , and in 
Norway. In the Year 1688, there was one 
taken by a Spanijh Ship, that carried it to St. 
Sebaftians , from the Head of which was 
taken twenty four Barrels of Brain, and from 
the Body ninety fix Barrels of Fat: They 
ought then to be undeceived who believe that 
Sperma Ceti is any Thing elfe but the Brain of 
the Cachalot ; and I can affirm this with Cer¬ 
tainty, not having only feen this prepar’d, 
but having prepar’d it myfelf. 

This Sperma Ceti is ufually prepared at 
Bayonne , and St. John De Luz ; and this 
Work is fo rare in France , that there are not 
above two Perfons at the latter Place, who 
know how to prepare it. Thofe who per¬ 
form this, take the Brain as aforefaid, and 
melt it over a gentle Fire; then they caft it 
into Moulds like thofe wherein they refine 
Sugar ; and after it is cool’d and drained from 
the Oil, they take and melt it again, and pro¬ 
ceed after the fame Manner, ’till fuch Time 
as it be well purified and very white ; then 
with a Knife, made for ; the Purpofe, they 
cut it into Scales or Flakes, juft fo as it ap¬ 
pears when brought to us. As this Commo¬ 
dity is of fome Confcquence, by Reafon of 
its Price, I mull tell you, you ought to 
chufe fuch as is in fine white Flakes or Scales, 
that are clear and tranfparent, of a filhy 
Smell; and take Care that it be not augment- 
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ed with white Wax, as it happens but too 
often, which is eafy to diftinguifh, as well 
from the Smell of the Wax, as becaufe it is 
very thin, and of a more unpolifhed white. 
They ought likewife carefully toobferve, that 
what is made of the Brain of the Whale, 
is very apt to turn yellow, as well as that 
which comes from the Fat; for we have no 
Commodity which is fo fenfible of the Air as 
this, which is the Reafon why it ought to be 
carefully kept in Glafies, or in Barrels, clofe 
flopp’d from the Entrance of any Air, left 
this Drugg turn yellow. Its Ufe is for La¬ 
dies of Quality, as well for making of 
Paint, as for Paftes to wafti the Hands withal. 
Women in Child-bed fometimes take of it, 
to a Spoonful, to remove After-pains, and 
affift their Cleanlings ; and it is an excellent 
Remedy in Bruifes, Inflammations, Pleurifies, 
or the like, taken with Syrup of Violets, Oil 
of fweet Almonds, &c. 

Balcena,five Ceta^fme Cetus , or 
Lemery. the Whale , is a vaft Fifh bred in 
the Northern Seas, whereof there 
are many Kinds. From the Flefh of this 
they make the Whale , or Train Oil ; and 
from the Brain of a Sort of Male Whale, 
which they call the Orw, Byaris , or Cachalot , 
is made what we call Spenna Ceti. The great 
Fifh is common along the Coaft of Galicia , 
in Spain. When the Brain is feparated from 
the Head, they melt it by a .gentle Fire, 
which they caft into Moulds to cool; then 
they feparate the Oil from the Water, and 
fo repeat the Work till the Matter is clear 
and white ; after which they divide it into 
Scales or Flakes for Sale. This was called 
Sp rma Ceti , becaufe the Ailtients believed 
that it was the Seed of the-AVhale that float¬ 
ed on the Sea. Several Moderns have re¬ 
jected this Opinion, but would eftablifh an¬ 
other which is as foreign from the Truth as 
the former. They fay that the Sperma Ceti 
is a Sea Bitumen , or a kind of Sea Froth, that 
is driven by the Waves to and fro. It is 
aftonifhing that the Origin of this has been a 
Secret fo long ; for it is not above two and 
twenty Years, fince it was known that this 
was drawn from the Head of the Whale. 
TheSperma Ceti is refolutive and mollifying. 
They ufeit in Pomatums to foftenand fmooth 
the Skin; in Ointments or Liniments, to 
diflblve the Hardnefs of the Breafts; In In¬ 


jections of the Womb, to foften the fame 5 
and it is fometimes given inwardly, to correCl 
the Acrimony of Humours in the Breaft or 
Belly. The Dofe from half a Scruple to two 
Scruples. 


32. Of the Fifh-Glue, or Ifinglafs. 

HpHAT which we call Fijh-Glue , « . 

or Ifinglafs , the Latins, Gluten 
Alkanac , the Greeks , Ichthyocolla , and the 
Arabs , Alcana , is the mucilaginous Part of 
a Fifh, whofe Back is full of little white 
Scales that are prickly, and rang’d in Or¬ 
der ; commonly found in the Mufcovy Seas j 
which is the Reafon that almoft all the Ifin¬ 
glafs we have from Holland , is brought thi¬ 
ther from Archangel , which is the Place 
where is kept a famous yearly Market. Se¬ 
veral who have writ of this Fifh whereof 
they make the Ifinglafs , and among others, 
Rondelet , have faid that it was without Bone, 
which is the Reafon why it is called the Fifh 
without Bones. They have pretended alfo, 
that it has no Prickles, which is very wide 
of the Truth, becaufe the Back of it is fo 
well furnifhed with them, that there is notany 
Fifh, how ftrong foever, will dare to bite it ; 
and the Scales, though they are fmall, are very 
fharp, as reprefented in the Cut, which an- 
fwers to the Original which I have in my 
Hands. The Antients pretend likewife, that 
it was of the cetacious Kind, that is to fay, 
that it refembled in Nature and Bulk, the 
Whale and Dolphin, becaufe the Head is 
very thick, heavy, and large, the Mouth ve¬ 
ry long and open, and that there grows to 
the Upper-Jaw a certain long Excrefcence, 
hanging down like a Beard. As to the Flefh, 
it is fweet and gluey, and confequently of 
little Relifh, if it be not faked fome Time 
before it is eat. 

As to the Manner of making the Ifin¬ 
glafs , the Skin, Tail, Fins, Stomach, and 
Guts of the Fifh are taken and boil’d in Wa¬ 
ter, till all of them be difl'olv’d that will dif- 
folve ; then the gluey Liquor is ftrain’d, and 
fet to cool. Being cold, the Fat is carefully 
taken of, and the Liquor itfelf is boil’d to a 
juft Confiftency, which is cut into Pieces, 
and made into a Twift, bent in Form of a 
Crefcent, fuch as are commonly fold, then- 

hung 
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bung upon a String, and carefully dried. 
That which is cleared; and whiteft is bell; 
and which being boil’d in Water and Milk, 
will almoft all diflolve. It is chiefly made 
in Mufccvy ; and that which is call’d the Pa¬ 
triarch Sort, which is four fquare, very thin 
and white, almoft tranfparent, is the choiceft > 
the next is the Czar’s Sort, which is the 
large Horfe-Shoe, or twilled Kind, that is in 
thin.Rags, and clear; a meaner Sort is that 
which is yellow and brown within ; and. 
that in fquare Books or Cakes, is the word: 
of all. 

The Ufe of Ifinglafs is very common in 
France , but not in Phyfick; for I believe, 
befides what is us’d in making the Diachy¬ 
lon Plailter, that all the Apothecaries in Paris 
fcarce ufe a Pound in the Year: But it ferves 
the Wine-Merchants'and Vintners, who ufe 
it to fine their Wines, for which formerly 
they were blam’d, tho’ without Reafon. For 
it is a very great Error that has been receiv’d, 
that I/wglafs was a poifonous Drugg, when 
nothing is fo certain as that it has no ill 
Quality whatfoever; but the Fifh from 
whence it is made is one of the principal 
Foods of Mufcovy , the Jelly being very 
wholefome ; for the Flelh of the Back of 
this Fifh talles like Veal, and is very nou- 
rifhing; the Belly eats like Pork, being ve¬ 
ry fweet and good. Ifinglafs is of a heal¬ 
ing and ftrengthening Property; us’d in 
Broth and Jellies, it ftrengthens the Back, 
flops a Dyfentery and continued Purging. It 
is good in Gonorrhea's^ and the Fluor alhus. 
Being of an alcalious Nature, it abforbs 
Acids, and eafes the moll inveterate Pains of 
the Stomach. The neceflary Ufes to which 
this is put, are in feveral Sorts of Silk Works, 
to give a Lultre to Ribbons and other Silks, 
and to whiten Gauzes. It is a principal Ingre¬ 
dient to counterfeit Oriental Pearl. We 
have from England , Holland , and other Parts, 
a fort of Ifinglafs folded in little Books, 
that is of fmall Ufe in France , becaufe it is 
very hard to diflolve, and that it will never 
turn white. Some Perfons have allured me, 
that it was made of the Remainder of that 
which is made in little Wreaths; and others 
will havejt, that it comes from the mucila¬ 
ginous Parts of a Fifh fome Authors call 
Silurus, or Sturio , the Sturgeon , which is a 
very fcarce Fifh in Frame, It is fometimes to 
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be met with in our Rivers ; but becaufe of 
its Ufe, and its Rarity, and its being excel¬ 
lent Meat, thofe who find ’em fell ’em for 
three or four hundred Livres. 

Ichthyocolla , Ifinglafs , or Fi/h- 
Glue, is a Pafle or Glue made of Lemery," 
the Skin, Fins, Tail, Entrails, 

Nerves, and other mucilaginous Parts of a 
great Sea-Fifh, call’d a Hifo , or Exoffis , from 
being without Bones, that is twenty four 
Foot long, and weighs four hundred Weight. 
It is ufually met with in the Seas about Aluf- 
covy, in Hungary and other Parts of the Da¬ 
nube, They make the Ifinglafs by cutting all 
the Parts of the Fifh in Pieces, which they 
lleep in hot Water, and then let it bqil over 
a gentle Fire, till it is diflolv’d, and reduced 
into a Jelly. They fpread this upon Inftru- 
ments made for the Purpofe, that it may 
dry, and be made into a Kind of Parchment. 
When it is almoll dry, they ufually roll it 
up into Wreaths of different Shapes and 
Sizes. The Dutch furnifh us with almoft all 
we ufe, [ 'which is employed chiefy as Pomet 
has laid down.] 


33* Of rf je Narwal, or Sea Unicorn. 

HPH E Narwal , fo called by the 

Ifanders^ and by fome others, Pomet. 
Rhoar , by us the Sea Unicorn , is a 
large Fifh, which fome reckon to be a Sort of 
Whale, that is found plentifully in the Nor¬ 
thern Seas, efpecially along the Coall of 
Iceland in Greenland. This Sea-Monfter car¬ 
ries at the End of his Nofe a white weighty 
Horn, that is fmooth, and of a fpiral Figure, 
fuch as is to be feen at St. Denis's in France , 
and fome other Places. It is of different 
Sizes and Weight, as may be feen in the Ca¬ 
binets of the Curious; as that of Mr. Morin , 
Phyficianto the late Mademoifelle de Guife, 
which I have feen and handled, and is repre- 
fented in the Figure. Mr. Oharas told me, 
he had feen one longer and thicker than that 
in the Treafury of St. Denis. They are the 
Pieces of this Horn, that we fell at Paris , 
as they do elfewhere, fpr the true Unicorn’s 
Horn, to which fome People aflign large 
Virtues, which I fhall neither authorize nor 
contradidl, having never had fufficient Expe¬ 
rience of it. 


There 
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There is another Fifh befides, that they 
give the Name of the Sea Unicorn to, which 
is met withal in different Parts of the World. 
Mr. Dumantel fays he faw a ^prodigious one, 
in an Iffe near St. Domingo, in the Year 
1644. This Unicorn , fayshe, purfued a lit¬ 
tle Fifh with that Violence, that he threw 
himfelf out of the Depth of Water neceflary 
to fwim in, and ran ; h'imfelf upon a great 
Bed of Sand, where half of his Body being 
uncovered, he could not recover himfelf to 
get into the Deep again, and by that means 
the Inhabitants of the Ifland took him. This 
Fifh Was about eighteen Foot long, being of 
the Thickriefs of an Hogfhead. He had fix 
great Fins, that at the Ends were like Oars; 
two of them were placed -in(lead of Ears, 
and the other four along the Belly, at equal 
Diftance, being of a Vermillion Colour.; and 
all the -Body was covered with large Scales, 
as big as a Crown Piece, which were of a 
Blue, that Appeared to be fpangied with Sil¬ 
ver. Near the Neck the Scales were more 
compact-and clofe, and made a Sort of Col¬ 
lar; the Scales under the Belly being yel¬ 
low : The Tail was forked, the Head a little 
thicker than that of a Horfe, andalmoftof 
the fame Shape ; it was cover’d with a hard 
brown Skin. And as the Unicorn has a Horn 
on the Forehead, this Sea Unicorn has one 
perfe&ly fine, nine Foot and an half long, 
that Hands direCtly on the Forehead. It is 
exaCtly ffraight, and grows taper from the 
Front of the Head, or Bafis of the Horn, to 
the Tip, where it is fo fharp, that with Force 
it will drive through the hardeft Body. The 
thick End was about fixteen Inches Circum¬ 
ference ; and from hence to about two thirds 
of this wonderful Horn, it Was fafhion’d like 
the Screw of a Prefs, or rather wav’d in Form 
Of a twifted Column, faving that the Furrows 
were Hill leflen’duntil they became altogether 
fmooth about four Foot two Inches from its 
Original. The Bottom was covered with an 
afh-coloured Skin, that had on it a little fhort 
Hair as foftas Velvet, of a Fillemot Colour, 
but underneath was as white as Ivory. As to 
the other Part that appeared altogether bare, 
•it was naturally fmooth, and of a Ihining 
“black, mark’d with fome fine white and 
yellow Streaks-, ‘and fo hard, that a good 
File could lea-reel y touch it. It has ho Ears 
erected, -but two great Gills, as other Fifh 
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the Eyes being of the Size of an Hen’s Egg* 
The Apple of the Eye was of a Sky-blue» 
enamell’d with Yellow, and furrounded with 
a Vermillion Circle, that was fucceededby 
another very clear one, that fhin’d like Cry- 
ftal. The Mouth, like that of the Horfe, was 
cleft and fet with feveral Teeth ; thofe be¬ 
fore being flat and fharp ; and the others in 
the Jaws behind, large, and raifed with little 
Bunches. There was a Tongue of a propor¬ 
tionable Length and Thicknefs, which wad 
covered with a rough red Skin. 

This prodigious Fifh had, befides, upon its 
Head, a kind of Crown rais’d above the 
reft of the Skin two Inches or thereabouts, 
made in an oval Form, and ending in a 
Point. Above three hundred People of the 
Iffe eat .plentifully of the Flefh of it. and 
found it very delicate. It was larded with 
a^ white Fat; and being boil’d, it parts into 
Flakes like Cod Fifh, but has a much more 
favory Tafte. 

We ought to undeceive thofe who believe 
that what we now call the Unicorn's Horn , 
the Latins , Unicornis , and the Greeks , Mono- 
ceros , was the Horn of a Land Animal, 
whereof mention is made in the Old Tejla - 
meat, fince it is nothing elfe but the Horn 
of the Narvjal , which, as to the Choice of it, 
ought to be the whiteft, largeft, and heavieft. 
Some Time ago thefe Horns were fo rare, 
that Mr. Racq, a Phyfician at Florence , faid 
that a German Merchant fold one of’em to a 
Pope for 4500 Livres, which is very much dif¬ 
ferent from what they are at prefent, fince we 
can buy the very fineft at a much eafier rate. 

‘Narival, RJooar , or the Sea Uni¬ 
corn , is a very large Fifh, that car- Lemery, 
ries upon his Front a Horn of five 
or fix Foot long, that is heavy, white,, 
fmooth, and twifted, being of a fpiral Fi¬ 
gure, and hollow within, very like Ivory. 
He carries this for his Defence, and with it 
will attack the biggeft Whales. This Horn 
affords a great deal of volatile Salt and Oil; 
is cordial, fudorifick, and'proper to refill 
Infections, and cure Epilepfies. The Dofe is 
from half a Scruple to two Scruples. They 
wear italfo in Amulets hung about the Neck, 
to preferve them from infectious Air. Thofe 
who keep thefe for Curiofities, have the 
Horn entire, and chufe the longeft and molt 
weighty. 

34 - Of 
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cloth’d with the fame Skin as the Body, and 
entirely made up of Fat.and Nerves.» This 
Fifh has no Scales like other Filh, but is co¬ 
ver’d with a Skin thicker than that of an Ox; 
the Hide'is of a very brown Slate Colour, 
like that of the Sea-Wolf. The Flefh tafles 
like Veal, but it , is a gi;eat deal finer, and 
cover’d, inSeveral Parts, -ywith three or four 
Fingers thick of Fat, of which they make 
Lard, ' as they do of Hog’s. This ^excellent, 
.and feveral People melt it and,.call -it into 
Cakes, “which they eat with Bread inftead of 
Butter. 

The Flefh' of this Animal being falted, 
lofes much of its Tafte, jmd • becomes _ as 
dry as Wood;; I believe■ that muff be...at¬ 
tributed to the Salt qf > the Country, T; which 
is very corrofive. They find in the Head of 
this Animal four Stones, two large ones, 
and two fmall ones, to which they affign the 
Property of diffolving the Stone in the Blad¬ 
der, and bringing away of Gravel from the 
Kidneys; but I cannot approve this Prac¬ 
tice, fince this Medicine is', too emetick, 
and adts upon the Stomach with too much 
Violence. The Food of this Fifh is a fmall 
Herb that grows in the Sea, which it feeds 
upon juft as the Ox does on thofe of the 
Field; and after having glutted itfelf with 
eating, it hunts out for the frefh Water up 
the Rivers, where it drinks plentifully twice 
a Hay. After having eat and drank its Fill, 
it lies a fieeping, with the Snout or Muzzle 
half out of Water, whereby fhe is difcpvered 
at a good Diftance by the Fifhermen, who 
presently fet about.to take her after the fol¬ 
lowing Manner :j •, .. vlr-io * '1 

Three or four Men,, or’.fometimes more, 
take a little Canoe, which is a fmall Boat, all; 
of a Piece, hollowed out of a Tree, in Shape 
of a Shallop.; The Rower is upon the 
Stern of the Canoe , where he fo manages 
the Flat of his Oar, moving it to. and a-, 
gain in the Water., as; not only to direct 
the Canoe, but to move it forwards fo 
fwifty as if carried by a Sail beforenythe, 
Wind. The Spear-man, which is he that 
ftrikes the Beaft, itands upright on a little 
Plank, at-the Head of fhe Canoe, : holding 
the Spear in his Hand, that is, a Sort of 
Pike ;. at the End of w.hich is fix ? da Cramp-j 
ing-Iron, or Javelin. . The, third fits in tfiq 
Middle of the Boat, to manage the Line or 
Vol. II. 
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Cable, that is tied to the Cramping-Iron, to 
draw' when the Beaft is ftruck; they all keep 
perfect Silence, becaufe this Creature hears fo 
exquifitely, that, a Word, or the leaft Noife 
of the Water dafhing againft the Boat, is e- 
nough to awake her and put -her to Flight, 
and difappoint the Fifhermen of their Hopes. 
It is diverting to fee how theSpear-man trem¬ 
bles, as it were, for fear the Prize fhould e- 
fcape, and fanfies the Rower, or Steerfman, 
does not employ half his Strength, tho’ he 
does whatever he can with his Hands, and 
keeps his Eye. fix’d on the Spear, by the End. 
of which the Spear-man points out theTradl 
he mu ft keep, to come at the Place where the 
Fifh liesfall a-fleep. When the Cancels within 
three or four Paces of it, the Spear-man givest 
a Stroke with all his Strength, - and darts the- 
Cramp-Iron at leaft half a Foot into the Flefh 
the Shaft falls upon the Water, whilft the Iron 
Head remains flicking in the Breaft, which is 
now half taken.. When this Animal perceives 
herfelffo violently ftruck, fhe mufters up all 
her Strength, and makes ufe of it to efcape *, 
fhe bounds like a Horfe broke loofe, cuts 
the Waves, as an Eagie does the Air, 
and makes the Sea foam, covering it . with 
white all the Way through which fhe 
paffes, believing the- while fhe is efcaping 
from her. Enemy, whom notwithftanding,. 
fhe carries along with her ; infomuch 
that one would take the Spear-man for Nep¬ 
tune drawn in Triumph by a Sea Mon- 
fter. In fhort, after having thus, for fome. 
Time, drawn her Deftrudtion after her, and* 
loft a. great Share ,-of Blood, her Strength 
fails her, j, and. being as it were brought to a 
Bay, fhe is forc’d taftop fhort to take a little 
Reft; tho’ fhe no fooner lies by, but the 
Spearman, to 'bring himfeif nearer, draws 
the Line, and makes a fecond Stroke with 
more Violence than the former, at which fhe 
is able to make but flender Efforts, and in a 
little Time is reduced to an Extremity, and 
then;-, the Fifhermen eaftly " enough drag her. 
a-fhore the firft little; IilandcUhey come at, 
where they put her-.into the Canoe, if big » 
enough to hold her. The Flefh of- this Ani¬ 
mal ;makes a confiderable Part .pf the Food, 
of the Inhabitants of thofe. Countries: They- 
carry-feveral Ship-Loads, qf,-it every'Yean 
Rom the Terpa fipma % and the. neighbouring? 
Ifles, andas yell at puadqkupa, QbnJLfi 
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phers , Martinico , as other adjacent Iflands, 
they fell a Pound of it for a Pound and a 
half of Tobacco. 

The Stone taken from this Animal has 
many medicinal Ufes aflign’d to it, and was 
a Thing unknown to the Antients. It is a 
whitifh Stone, or rather a Bone taken out of 
the Head of the Manatea Ytfh, that is white 
and hard; fometimes like a Tooth, and 
fomewhat refembling the whiteft Ivory, but 
much harder. It is a fix’d Alcali , abforbs 
Acids, eafes the Pain of the Stomach, cures 
Heart-burnings and the Cholick; is good 
againft Stone and Gravel, and to expel 
Urine. The Powder is made by Levigation, 
and is given from a Scruple to a Dram. The 
Calx is made by calcining it either alone, or 
with Sulphur and Nitre. Dofe -from half a 
Dram to a Dram, in any appropriate Liquor. 

Marati , vel Vacca Marina , the 
Lemery. Sea-Cow, is a large Fifh of A- 
merica, of fifteen or lixteen Foot 
long, almoft round, being five or fix Foot 
Diameter, of a frightful Figure. The Head 
is like a Calf’s, but the Snout is more mea¬ 
gre, and the Chin thicker; the Eyes are fmall, 
and require a great Light, for the Sight 
Is very weak; the Ears are made up of no¬ 
thing but two little Holes, tho’ the Hearing 
Is very fine. The Skin is us’d to make 
Shoes of; the Fat or Lard, befides that the 
Inhabitants eat it for Butter, is a good 
Emollient, and difcuffing Unguent. The 
Stones taken out of the Head, which are of 
two different Sizes, are reckon’d emetick; 
tho’ they are given inwardly in Power, to 
twelve Grains and upwards, for nephritick 
Pains, and Stone in the Kidneys and Bladder. 

36. Of the three Kinds of Tortoifes, viz. 

Fhe Frank or True Tortoife, the 

Kaouanne, cr Great-headed Tortoife, 

and.tjbe Caret, or Leaft Tortoife. 

Pomet . . ''T' HE Figure, which I have given 
■** of the Tortoife is fo exadt, ac¬ 
cording to the Reverend Father duTertre , 
that it would be lofing of Time to give any, 
Defcription of its Shape; and I fhall think, 
it fufficient to defcrjbe what is peculiar, to 
thofe of the Ifles, and what diflinguifhes them 
from the European Sort. We may fay in ge¬ 
neral of the three Sorts of Tortoifes, that 
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they are dull, heavy, ftupid Animals, and 
without Brains; for in all the Head, which 
is as big as a CalPs, there is not found any 
above the Bignefs of a fmall Bean : Their 
Sight is extraordinary, their Bulk fo large, 
that the Shell they carry on their Backs is 
fometimes five Foot long, and four broad 5 
Their Flefh, particularly that of the Frank 
Tortoife , is fo like that of an Ox, that a 
Piece of Tortoife compared with a Piece of 
Beef, cannot be diftinguifh’d but by the Co¬ 
lour of the Fat, which is of a yellowiftj 
green. There are of thefe Tortoifes , which 
taken from the Bone yield half a Barrel of 
ProvifionS, without taking in the Head, the 
Neck, the Feet, the Tail, the Tripe, and 
the Eggs, which is fufficient to feed thirty 
Men. Befides which, they make from the 
fuperfluous Fat, fifteen or twenty Pots of 
Oil, as yellow as Gold, excellent for Frit- 
tures, and all Sorts of Sauces, efpecially 
when new; for when old it is fit for nothing, 
but Lamps. The Flefh of the Tortoife is fo 
full of vital Spirits, that being cut in Pieces 
over Night, it will ftir again the next Day. 

I believ’d a long Time that the Tortoifes 
of thefe Parts had three Hearts; for from 
the Heart above, which is as large as a 
Man’s, proceeds a large arterial Trunk, to 
which are join’d two other, as it were. 
Hearts, on each Side one, about the Size of 
an Hen’s Egg, and of the fame Shape and 
Subftance with the former; tho’ I have fince. 
chang’d my Opinion, and believe firmly that 
they are nothing but the Ears of the Heart; 
yet be that as it will, ’iis certain that when, 
rightly difplay’d upon a Table, It makes the. 
Refemblance of a Fleur-de-Lis , which may 
be reckon’d a good Omen of the future Suc- 
cefs of the French Colonies in America , fince 
the Providence of God, which does nothing 
in vain,, has planted,, as it were, the Fleur- 
de-Lis in the Heart of this Animal, as the 
Hieroglyphick of this Country., 

Of the Kaouanne, the Loggerhead, or Great- 
headed Tortoife. 

This differs from the true. Tortoife , in that 
the Head is much larger, in Proportion to. 
the Body, than that of other Tortoifes ; and 
tho’ it.is much the largeft of the three Sorts, 
it is- notwithftanding the leaft efteem’d, be- 
. caufe. 
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caufe the Flefh is black, of a Sea-Smell, and 
an ill Tafte. Thofe who fifh for the Kay - 
mans mix it with the true Tortoife to get a 
Price for it, but it communicates its ill Tafte 
to it. The Oil made from it is acrid, and 
fpoils the Sauces with which it is mix’d, and 
is only us’d when the other can’t be had: 
However, it is not ufelefs, becaufe it ferves 
to burn in Lamps. 

Of the Caret, or jmall Tortoife. 

The Caret is the Ieaft of all the three Kinds 
of Tortoifes. The Fifti is not fo good as that of 
the Frank Tortoife, but is a great deal better 
than that of the Kaoiianne ; the Oil drawn 
from it is excellent for Weaknefs of the 
Nerves, Sciatica Pains, and all cold Defluxi¬ 
ons. I know Perfons who have found it very 
ufeful for Difeafes of the Kidneys, caus’d by 
over-ftraining, &c. but efpecially that which 
makes it valuable, is the Shell upon its Back, 
that is worth ten Shillings a Pound. All 
the Spoil or Covering of the Caret con- 
fills of thirteen Leaves or Plates, eight of 
which are flat, the other five hollow or 
bending; of the flat there are four large 
ones, which are a Foot long, and feven 
Inches broad. The fine Caret Tortoife ought 
to be thick, clear, tranfparent, of the Co¬ 
lour of Antimony, and marbled brown and 
white. There are of them that bear fix 
Pound of Leaves upon their Backs; they 
make Combs and other fine Works of ’em, 
that are very beautiful and valuable. The 
Way of railing the Leaves from the large 
Shell, which is properly the Tortoife 1 s Houfe, 
is by making, when all the Flefh is taken 
out, a Fire underneath; and as foon as the 
Heat affedls the Leaves, they are ealily rais’d 
with the Point of a Knife. The Oil drawn 
from the Tortoife is hot, and efteem’d by the 
Natives and People of France , who ufe it 
againlt cold Defluxions, Cramps, and Numb- 
nefs of the Joints and Nerves. 

Tefudo , the Shell-Fijh , or Tor- 
Lemery. toife , is an aquatick four-footed 
Animal, that very ugly in all 
its Limbs, but cover’d with a fine large Shell, 
fmooth, hard, bony, oval, and marbled, or 
ftain’d with feveral Colours. This Creature 
may be reckon’d amphibious, living upon 
Land and in the Water. There are different 


Sizes of ’em, but thofe in America are often 
met with of five Foot long, and four Foot 
broad; their Flefh is good Food, and has 
the Tafte of Beef, and yields a yellow Oil, 
very proper for the Lamp. The Europeans 
ufe the Tortoife Flelh in their Kitchens as good 
Meat. They abound with a great deal of 
volatile Salt and Oil, are proper for Difeafes 
of the Breaft, and Confumptions in the hec- 
tick Fever; and are very reftorative being 
eaten in Subftance, or elfe the Broth of the 
Flefh. The Blood dry’d, is efteem’d in epi- 
leptick Fits; the Dofe being from twelve 
Grains to a Dram. 

The Way of Fifing for the Tortoife. 

There are three Ways of Tortoife 
Fifhing, viz. in coupling, with the Pomet, 
Spear, and when they come a-fhore. 

The Tortoifes begin to couple in March , and 
continue to May. I fhall not take Notice of. 
all the Circumftances that relate to this 
Adlion; it will fuflice to fay, that ’tis done 
on the Water, fo that they are ealily difco- 
ver’d; and they are no fooner perceiv’d, than 
two or three People throw themfelves pre- 
fently into a Canoe, make towards them, 
and come at them with Eafe. They flip 
a Noofe a-round their Neck, or one of their 
Feet; or, having no Line, they lay hold of 
them with their Hand, by the Neck, where 
*tis uncover’d by the Shell; and fometimes 
they take both of ’em together, but moil 
commonly the Female efcapes, and the Males 
at that Time are very lean and hard Meat, 
but the Females very good. 

The Spear for the Tortoife is much of the 
fame Sort as that for the Sea-Cow , only in- 
ftead of the barbed Iron, a Piece of fquare 
Iron of about half a Finger’s Length, and 
very fharp, is fatten'd to the Top of the 
Spear, to which is tied a Line; the Spear 
being thrown at the Back of the Tortoife , 
the Iron Head is ftruck half way into the 
Shell, which being of a hard bony Subftance, 
it flicks as firm as if fix’d in a folid Oak. 
The Tortoife perceiving himfelf ftruck, makes 
the fame Struggle to get loofe as the Sea-Cow, 
and the Spear-man ufes the fame Diligence to 
take him. Some fay that the Force abates pro- 
portionably to the Blood that is loft; but they 
are ignorant that the Tortoife does not lofe a 
K 2 Drop 
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a Drop of Blood at the Place where it is 
wounded, ’fill the Iron is taken out. • 

The Time of taking the Tortoife upon Land 
is from the firfl Moon in April to that of 
Auguf ; for when the Tortoife perceives the 
Inconvenience of its Bulk by its OAvn Weight 
and great Quantity of Eggs, which are fome- 
times above two thoufand, being forc’d by 
a natural Neceffity, fhe quits the Sea, during 
Night , 3 and comes to find out upon the 
Shore a proper Place to lay her Burthen in, 
or at leaf; fome Part of it; and having found 
out one convenient for this Purpofe, which 
is always a Heap, or Nell of Sand, fhe con¬ 
tents herfelf that Night, in only taking a 
View of the Place, and retires gently into 
the Sea again, leaving the Bufinefs to be done 
the Night ‘following, or very fpeedilyall 
the Day fine feeds upon the Plants growing 
on the Rocks in the Sea, without being far 
'diftarit from the Place where fhe is to lay her 
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by the Way, they 'fry whole, and fo they, 
are delicious Meat. 

37. Of the Sea-E>3g. 

THE Sea-Dog is a pretty large 

Fifh, that is found in-feveral Pomet. 
Parts, but efpecially in Spain, and 
at Bayonne . Of all the Parts of this Fifh, we 
fell none but the Skin, becaufe of the great 
Service it is of to the Workers in Wood, 
as Turners, &c. being very proper to polifh 
withal. The true Dog-Skins , to be fine, 
ought to be large and broad, of a rough 
Grain, not too thick or too thin, but fup- 
ply’d with Ears, and Fins. 

- : We bring befides, from the 'Lower Norman¬ 
dy , the Skin of a Fifh that is very like the 
Sea-Dog , and which they call Doucette , or 
Roufette , the Spotted Fijh , which fome Work- 


Burthen. 

The Sdn being upon the Declenfion, they 
may be feen drawing nearer to Land, and 
watching here and there, as if they miltrulled 
•an Ambufcade: And as their Sight is very 
piercing, if they perceive' any Body on the 
Shore, they will feek out for another Place 
‘wherein they have more Confidence; but if 
they fee no Body, they come a-fhore when ’tis 
dark. After having obferv’d all Sides with 
great Diligence, they begin to work and dig 
in the Sand with their fore Feet, making a 
round Hole of a Foot broad, and a Foot and 
a half deep; which being made, they lay 
.therein two or three hundred Eggs, as big 
and round as a Tennis-Ball. The Egg-Shells 
are foft as wetted Parchment; the White 
will not boil at all, tho’ the Yellow hardens 
eafily. The Tortoife remains above an Hour 
in laying her Eggs; and during that Time a 
Coach might drive oyer her Body, and fhe 
not flir from the Place. Having dilcharg’d 
her Burthen without Interruption, fhe co¬ 
vers the Flole fo dexteroufly, and throws 
the Sand about every where, that it is ex¬ 
tremely difficult to find the Eggs: That be¬ 
ing done, fhe leaves ’em, and returns to the 
Sea. The Eggs are thus hatch’d in the Sand 
in about forty Days Time ; at the End of 
which the little Tortoifes being as big as young 
Quails, make ffcrait to the Sea, without be¬ 
ing fhewn the Way. Thofc that are taken 


men- ufe inltead of the Dog-Skin, tho’ there 
is-a good deal of Difference,- becaufe the 
Dog-Skin is very rough, and the Roufette 
very little fo ; and befides, the Dog-Skin is 
'always brown, and the Roufettes -are of dif¬ 
ferent Colours, and conftarftly fpotted on the 
Back with fmall Stars; befides^they are much 
lefs, which is theReafon why t-hefe Skins are 
very little us’d at Paris, and fcarce any where 
elfe but in Auvergne. Thofe two Kinds of 
Skins are, over and above thofe mention’d, 
ferviceable to other Tradefmen, as Sheathers 
and Cafe-Makers. We fell likewife another 
Fifh-Skin, ■ which has no other Ufe in France, 
England, -and other'Parts, than to make 
Knife-Handles of. 

Mujlelus , Galeus , or Lavis , is a 
Kind of Sea-Dog , which the It a- Lemery . 
Hans call Pefce Columbo, of a Fifh 
that weighs above twenty Pounds; it is co¬ 
ver’d with a Skin that has no Scales, that is 
foft to the Touch, and of a whitifh Colour, 
•without Teeth, but the Jaws are rough, and 
it feeds upon Fifh. The Fat is refolutive and 
emollient. ' - 

There is another kind of Dog-Fifh,. which 
is call’d Galeus Aferius, five Mujlelus Stella- 
ris, or the Star Dog-Fijb , that is like the for¬ 
mer, only for the Spots upon it that are in 
the Form of Stars.- The Virtues and Ufes of 
it are the fame with the other. This Fifh is 
call’d Mujlelus, as if you fhould fay, Mus ft el- 
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latus, becaufe this Fifh, in its Colour, fome- 
what refembles that of a Moufe or Rat, and 
every one of the Species are fpangled with 
Stars. 


38. Of the Tunny-Fifh. 

Pomct Tunny , which the Latins 

* call Thunnus, is a pretty large, 
heavy, big-belly’d Fifh, which is plentiful in 
the Mediterranean,. efpecially in Provence , 
and at Nice, from whence comes what we 
fell. There are likewife a great many of 
them upon the Coaft of Spain. The Time 
of fifhing for the Tunny is in September and 
October •, and there are fo many things pecu¬ 
liar therein, that it is by the Fifhers fhewn to 
Strangers. Thefe two Months are the Time 
when the Tunny runs from the grand Ocean 
into the Mediterranean, towards the Levant, 
as the Anchovies. • I fhall lay afide what re¬ 
lates in particular, to this Fifh, to inform 
you, that when the Month ' of September 
comes, they call their Nets made of fmall 
Cane, which they call the Ma dr ague, which 
is divided as it (.were into feveral Partitions, 
or different Parts, of which the nr ft is larger 
than the others fo that the Tunnies entring 
the larger firft, do not return till the Net is 
full, which it is in a fmall Time, where, the 
Fifhery is good, as well from the Plenty as 
the Largenefs of the Fifh. The Net being 
taken out of the Sea, the Fifh die, not being 
able to live out of the Water; then they; 
hang them up in the Air, open them, take 
out their Entrails, and take oft' the Head ; 
and having cut them in Pieces, broil them on 
large Gridirons,, --and fry them in Oil Olive; 
and- after having feafon’d them with Salt, 
Pepper, and Cloves, and fome Bay Leaves, 
they put them, into little Barrels, thus drefs’d, 
and ready to eat with, frefh Oil Olive, and a 
little-Vinegar, or to tranfport into feveral 
Parts, where this is call’d, by reafon of the 
Preparation, Sea Tunny. ■ 

We.-have two forts brought to Paris, which 
have no other. Difference but that fome have 
the Back-Bone taken out, and for that Reafon 
are czN&BoAd Tunny, and are uftially put up 
in little white Wood Barrels, broad at the Bot¬ 
tom, and narrow at Top ; and that which is 
unbound is in little round Barrels. Chufeboth 
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forts new, firm, well donein good Oil, and 
the Flefh white like Veal. Its Ufe' is very 
common in' Europe and feveral other Parts 
of the World ; as well becaufe it is ready to 
eat, as becaufe it is of an excellent Tafte, 
like unto Veal. They commonly catch with 
the Tunny another Fifh, which the Provincials 
call Imperadro, ox Emperor, and Dolphins are 
alfo there to be feen, which are alwaystwo 
and two together, fince they are accuftom’d 
to fly into the Air at this Rate, which getting 
out of the Nets, fuffer not themfelves to be 
taken ; where it is w 7 onderful to fee how 
they leap both together in one Moment, and 
fall again into the Sea at once, as if they 
were tied together. 

Thunnus, vel Thynnus, or the Tun¬ 
ny, is a large, heavy, big-bellied Lemery * 
Fifh, which is found plentifully in 
the Mediterranean Sea, in Provence, Italy, and 
Spain. It is cover’d with large, fmooth, 
ftraight Scales, eats Acorns, and other fort of 
maritime Food. The Flefh is firm, very good 
to eat, being of a Veal Tafte, but is falted to 
prepare and keepit forTranfportation,whenit 
is call’d Tunny. It is very nourifhing, and of 
good Juice, and yields a great deal of vola¬ 
tile Salt. It is reckon’d proper to refift Poifon, 
againft the Bite of a Viper, Gfc. being ea.t, 
and applied outwardly. • This Fifh is call’d 
Thunnus from the Greek Word to be 

carried with Impetuofity, becaufe this Fifh 
moves fofwiftly. 


39. Of Anchovies*. 

TDElides the Tunny, we fell Ancho - „ • 

vies, that come from the fame ome ' 
Parts as the Tunny and as we have con- 
flderable Trade with them, we chufe the 
lea ft and neweft, being w r hite without, and 
red within, that are firm, and have round 
Backs,, becaufe. they pretend that the large, 
and flat ones are. the Sardins. When the Bar¬ 
rels are made up, the Pickle ought to be 
well tafted, and Care taken that the Air do 
not affedt them. 

Anchovies are taken in feveral Parts, as in 
the River of Genoa, in Catalonia, at Nice ,. 
Antibes, St. Tropez,. and other Places in Pro¬ 
vence. They are taken molt commonly in • 
the Night, and always in May, June,, and. 
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Jufyy which are the three Months in the 
Year that they come from the grand Ocean 
into the Mediterranean to go to the Levant . 
When they fifh for the Anchovies , and would 
take a Quantity, they light a Fire upon an 
Iron Grate at the Poop of the Ship, to the 
End that the little Fifh following the Light, 
pay be the eafier taken; but that which is 
very remarkable in this Fifhing, is, that the 
Anchovies that are taken by means of the Fire, 
are not fo good, or fo firm, nor will they 
keep fo well as thofe which are taken with¬ 
out it. The Filhery being done, they tear 
from the Head the Gills, or other fuperfluous 
Garbage ; and this is the Difference betwixt 
them and the SardinSy where they are left in ; 
and not as Mr. Furetiere fays, becaufe of the 
Gall, which he in' his Book takes notice of 
to be in their Heads. As to the manner of 
ordering of them, they do nothing but range 
them in little Barrels of different Weight and 
Sizes, not weighing above five or fix and 
twenty Pounds, in which they put a due 
Quantity of Salt with the Anchovies. We 
fometimes, but very rarely, have dried Sar- 
dinSy prepared the fame Way as red Herrings \ 
but the little Confumption there is of them 
gives no Encouragement to the Dealers to 
make any Demands for them. Being at 
Roy an y a little Town of Xaintogney where 
there are a great many Sardinsy feveral Fifher- 
men allur’d me, that thefe Fifh never fwam 
but in Shoals, and that under the Condudt of 
z King, or Captain, like the Bees. 

Apuay five Aphyay or the Ancho - 
Lemery. vy , is a little Sea Fifh, as thick and 
long as one’s Finger, having a 
thick Head. The Eyes are broad and black ; 
the Body of a filver white, and reddilh 
within, and the Bacl<: round. They do not 
fwim but in Companies, and cling faff one 
to the other. Thefe Fifheries are made in 
feveral Parts; and when the Fifh are taken, 
they gut them, and take out of the Head 
what is apt to putrify, then fait them up in 
Barrels. The little Anchovies are valued 
more than the large ones. They contain in 
them a great deal of Salt and Oil. They are 
aperitive, and proper to raife the Appetite; 
but they ferve more for Food than Phyfick. 
The Sardin is a kind of Apua, that is fome- 
thing larger and flatter than the Anchovy , but 
not io well tailed. The Melettey or Sprat t 


is a little Fifh they eat in LanguedoCy and par¬ 
takes fomething of the Nature of the Apua , 
which is a Name given in general to thefe 
three little Filhes, and in particular to the 
Anchovy. 

40. Of the Sea-Hog. 

TTH E Sea-Hog is a large Fifh very 

well known, the Ufe of which Pomeh- 
is very confiderable, becaufe it is 
excellent Food; which is the Reafon why 
fome have rank’d this among the royal Fifh. 
Of all the Parts of this, we fell none but 
the Pat or Oil aromatized, or plain, which 
is nothing but the Fat melted, and by the 
Addition of fome Aromaticks, altered from 
its flanking Smell, and made pleafant. They 
aflign to the Fat and Oil of the Sea-Hog, the 
Property of curing cold Humours. Some 
Apothecaries, by the Retort, draw from this 
Fifh feveral Preparations, to which they at¬ 
tribute different Virtues. 

Delphinus, five. Porcus marinuSy 
or the Sea-Hogy is a large nimble Lemery. 
Sea Fifh, that is almofl: always 
leaping out of the Water, and fwims with a 
vaft Swiftnefs. They commonly call it Simony 
quafift mum rojlrum habens y as having a flat 
Nofe or Snout. The Tongue is fhort, broad, 
flefhy, and in Motion ; the Teeth little and 
fharp, rang’d like the Teeth of a Comb ; 
the Eyes are large, but fo covered with a 
Skin, that it appears only like the Apple of 
the Eye, yet the Sight is very fine; the 
Voice is like that of a Perfon crying ; the 
Back is hollow’d, and bent outwardly. • It 
fwims by means of two Wings, or ftrong 
able Fins, which are fet on at the Place of 
the Shoulders. It comes to its Growth in 
ten Years, and will live to thirty. Pliny re¬ 
lates feveral Stories, true or falfe, on this 
Subject. He will leap on board a Ship, ufu- 
ally attended with a Companion. Thefe two 
Fifh will make their Leaps fo regularly, that 
they feem to be joined together. There are 
many of them taken in fifhing for the Tun¬ 
ny. They are very good to eat, and yield 
abundance of Oil and volatile Salt. The 
Stomach dried and powdered, is proper for 
Difeafes of the Spleen, and the Liver for in¬ 
termitting Fevers. The Sea-Hogs are made 
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almoft like the £)olphlns, hut they are not 
fo little. The Fat of both is us’d to the fame 
Purpofes* 


41. Of the Roneo/ the Cuttle-Filh, 

p HPHAT which we now fell, and 

call the Bone of the Cuttle-Fi/h, 
and the Latins , Os Sepia?, is the Back-Bone of 
a Filh very common in the Ocean, and alfo 
in the Medi terranean. They are very ugly 
Filh, and of a very furpriling Nature. They 
eat them in feveral Towns in France ; as 
Lyons, Bourdeaux, Rochel, Nantz, &c. The. 
Bone of this Filh is of different Sizes, though 
the largeft never exceeds above half a Foot. 
The Bones are white, and hard on one Side, 
and foft on the other; for which Reafon the 
Goldfmiths ufe them for calling. Some ufe the 
Cuttle-Bone to clean the Teeth with ; but the 
main Ufe is for the Goldfmiths, and for thofe 
who call Venetian' Lac _ 

This Bone confifts of a hard brown Shell 
on the Outlide, with a thick, white, fpungy, 
dry Pulp or Subllance underneath it, which 
being rubb’d between your Fingers, will be¬ 
come a pure white, fine, fubtil Powder, that 
being drunk in Water, helps the Allhma, and 
is good againlt Difeafes'of the Bread and 
Kidneys, expelling the Stone and Gravel, 
and curing a Gonorrhea, taken for a confide- 
rable Time together. Outwardly apply’d, 
it helps Spots, Clouds, Films, Pearls, and 
other Impediments of Sight* and likewife dries 
up Rheums, and other watry Humours. 

Sepia, the Cuttle-Fijh , is a de- 
Lemery. form’d Sea Filh, refembling much a 
Polypus . The Covering of the Back 
is a Sort of Shell, Scale, or Bone, as thick 
as one’s Hand, an Inch thick in the Middle, 
but thinner on the Sides, light, hard with¬ 
out, and fpungy within, very white, and 
fomething of a laltilh Tafte. They call it Os 
Sepia?,, or Cuttle-Bone. The Goldfmiths ufe it 
for Moulds to cad Forks and Spoons, in. 
This Filh carries under its Throat a Bladder, , 
or Receptacle, full of an Humour that is 
blacker than Ink,, which it difeharges into 
the Sea, when purlued, .to intercept the Sight, 
of the Filhermen. It has two kinds of Arms,, 
or Trunks, fix’d to the Head, which ferye it 
for fwimming, and to take, what it can catch.. 


Befides thefe, it has fix Feet which have Teeth 
on the upper Part of’em, and two much larger 
underneath. It lives on fmall Filh, is good 
Meat, and brought to the Table in feveral 
Parts of France. As to its medicinal Ufe, it 
is deterfive, aperitive, deficcaiive, proper to 
take away Freckles and Spots on the Face 
and Skin, to clean Teeth, provoke Urine,, 
and bring away Stone and Gravel. Dofe 
from half a Scruple to half a Dram. The. 
Eggs or Spawn of the Cuttle-Fi/h provoke. 
Urine and the Terms.. 


42. Of the Crevile, or Craw^Fifh. 

r pH E Crevife, fays Father du 
-*• Tertre, is a kind of fmall Crab* Pometi . 
of three or four Inches long, or 
morej one half of the Body of which is 
like a Sea Locujl, or Grajhopper , but clothkh 
with a Shell that is a little harder. Four 
Feet are like thofe of a Crab, two are Biters, 
one of which is not much bigger than one 
of the four Feet, and the other much broader 
than one’s Thumb , that fhrinks up ltrangely, 
and Ihuts the Mouth of the Shell wherein it 
lodges. All the relt of the Body is a fort of 
Pudding, in a pretty rough thick Skin, as 
thick as one’s Finger,, and half the Length, 
or more. At the End is a little Tail, made 
up of three fmall Nails or Shells, like the 
Tail of a Sea-Grajhopper. All that Part is- 
full of a Subllance, like that in the Shell of' 
a Crab, but red ; and being expos’d to the 
Fire, or fet in the Sun, melts,, and runs into 
Oil,.which is a true Balfam.for frelh Wounds, 
which I have made Trials of on feveral Per- 
fons with good Succefs 

They defcendonce every Year to the Sea , 
Coaft; but whether it is to wafh, and to 
call their Eggs, as the Crabs do, I know not: 
But this I know, that they go to change their 
Shells,, which every one endeavours to find' 
out according to his Size ; and finding what 
may fit ’em, they run. themfelves backwards 
therein, and fo clothe themfelves a-new; and 
being arm’d like Soldiers with thefe foreign 
Shells, they march to the Mountains, and take 
up their Quarters, among the Rocks and hol¬ 
low Trees, living- upon rotten Leaves and. 
Fruit,, where encreafing in Bulk, and 
the. Shell becoming too llraight for them, 
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by reafon of their Growth, they are obliged 
to go down to the Sea-Coaft to change their 
Houfes. The Curious, who have made Ob- 
fervations of what happens during the Ex-* 
change, have ingenuoufly own’d to me, they 
took a great deal of Satisfaction in the Sight; 
for they flop at every Shell they meet with, 
confider it diligently, and having met with 
one they believe for their Turn, they imme¬ 
diately quit the old one, and run themfelves 
*fo fwiftly backwards into the other, .that 
one would think they were either afraid of 
the Injury of the cold Air, or afham’d to be 
feen naked. 

Arijlotle , who faid that th'efe Animals ne¬ 
ver fight, but for their Victuals, or when 
they couple, might have added, that they will 
fight for their Lodging ; for if two of them 
meet at the fame time Itfipp’d, to enter into 
one and the fame Shell, they will bite each 
other, and battle it, till fuch time as the 
Weaker yields, and quits the Shell to the 
Conqueror, who having cloth’d himfelf with 
it, takes three or four Turns upon the Shore, 
and if he finds it does not fit him, he quits it 
again, and has immediate Recourfe to his old 
one, and then feeks out for another; and 
thus they will change five or fix times, till 
they meet with one for their Purpofe. They 
carry in their Shells about half a Spoonful of 
clearWater, which is a fovereign Remedy 
againft the Puftles and Blifters that the Drop 
of a certain Tree in the Mountains raifes upon 
the Skin. 

Cancellus is a fort of very fmall 
Lemery. Craw-fifh, call’d the Hermit , or 
Bernard the Hermit , becaufe it re¬ 
tires from the others, and enters into the firft 
Shell it meets with. The Figure of his Body 
is longifh, but in Size of the Bulk of a Spi¬ 
der, only that it is a little larger. It carries 
upon its Head two little, (lender, reddifh 
Horns; the Eyes are rais’d, the Mouth is 
fet with fine Hairs, that may be called a 
Beard. The two upper Legs are bent up 
again, and ferve inftead of Hands to reach 
to the Mouth, where it has Teeth. They are 
found near the Rocks, and are good Meat, 
feveral eating them after they are walh’d and 
boil’d. They afford a great deal of volatile 
Salt, and are proper for Stone and Gravel, 
being aperitive. 

In feveral of the American Ifles they meet 


with a kind of Cancellus , or Craw-fijh, that 
-is much bigger than that I have been (peak¬ 
ing of, and that is three or four Inches long, 
and call’d the Soldier , becaufe he is clothed 
and arm’d with a foreign Shell. Thofe 
who would know further, may be fatisfied 
from the Reverend Father du Tertre , who 
has writ concerning this Animal, [as Pomet 
has already taken Notice of.] ; The Inhabi¬ 
tants of the Ifles where this Filh is taken, 
make an Oil of them, by hanging them in 
the Sun, fo that the Subltance that melts 
from them make an Oil of a Confidence as 
thick as Butter, and of a very foetid Smell; 
the Virtues of which are wonderful inrheu- 
matick Pains, to which the Inhabitants of the 
Country .are very fubjedt. They fell- this 
Oil very' dear, becaufe it is very fcarce in’ 
France. 


43 • Of the Sea and River Crab. 

T HERE a re two Sorts of Sea p 

Crabs , fays Father du Tertre , 1 * * 

which are commonly call’d Homars, which 
differ not, but as to the Size of their Claws, 
fome of which are as long and as broad as 
one’s Hand, and much ftronger than thofe of 
the Crabs, and grow to a vaft Size, fo that 
fome are three Foot long. Their Flefh is 
white and more relifhing than the Crabs , but 
it is harder, and more undigefted. It is eat 
with Lemon, or Vinegar and Pepper. They 
find them in the Night with Lights on the 
Sands, or (tony Places, from whence the' 
Tide is retir’d. 

There are no Parts of the great Sea-Crab 
ufed in Medicine, but the black Tips of the 
Claws, - call’d Cheli Cancrorum , which are 
prepared either by Levigation or Calcina¬ 
tion. The firft is by beating them to a fine 
Powder, and grinding on a Marble with Rofe- 
Water, or the like. The' next Way is put¬ 
ting them in a Crucible, and burning them 
till they are white, and then reducing them 
into a fine Powder, as before. Thefe Prepa¬ 
rations are Alcalies in their own Natute, and 
fuch as Phyficians call a fix’d Alcali. They 
cure Heart-Burnings, take away Sournefs 
from the Stomach, abforb Acidities, and 
eafe Pains, in the Bowels, proceeding from 
(harp Humours. They are fometimes given 

with 
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with good Succefs in the Whites in Women 
and the Gonorrhaa in both Sexes. They are 
commended to cool, dry, cleanfe, and dif- 
cufs, and are good againft Cholicks, fait 
Humours, &c. 

As to the frelh Water, or River Crabs, 
we fell nothing but a little white Stone, made 
in Form of Eyes, from whence they take 
their Name, tho’ very improperly, lince they 
are nothing but little Stones which are found 
in the Head of the large River Crab. Thefe 
Stones, which are called Crabs Eyes , or Oculi 
Cancrorum , are never found but in May and 
June , which are the Times that the Craw-fifb 
leave their Shells. The Craw-fijh or Crevife 
Stones , which we now fell at Paris, come 
from Holland : And, if we can believe a Phy- 
fician of the Poland Envoy, who was a very 
honeft able Man, and remain’d a long 
Time in Holland, he allur’d me, that what 
wefell nowunderthe Denomination of Crabs 
Eyes, was nothing but a white Earth walh’d, 
and made into little Paftiles or Troches, and 
moulded with a little Inftrument made for 
the Purpofe, with Holes of proper Sizes 
to form it. To prove this, he affiured me he 
faw two Perfons at Amjlerdam, who did no¬ 
thing elfe but counterfeit thefe little Stones ; 
fo that now it is no longer doubted but the 
greateft Part of the Crabs Eyes made ufe of 
in the Shops is nothing elfe but an artificial 
Pafte reduc’d to Powder; for Crabs Eyes are 
nothing but a little thin, hollow Shell; of 
which there are fome of a large Bignefs, as the 
Chejler Lobjlers, every one having two Stones 
in the fore Part of the Head, beyond their 
Eyes. In Silefa they have great Quantities of 
them, as alfo in Poland ; and they are brought 
from Dantzick,Hamburgh,Denmark, Norway, 
and Sweedland, and are found upon the Shore, 
almoft every where of the Baltick Ocean. 

There are feveral Preparations of them, 
but the levigated Powder is only us’d, and 
that chiefly to abforb Acids, open Obltru- 
6lions, and cleanfe the urinary Paflages of 
Gravel; to provoke Urine, and bring away 
the Stone, and other tartarous Coagulations: 
They are fometimes calcined in a Crucible ; 
and if they are rightly prepared, they ought 
to be yellow ; for if they are of a black 
Colour, they are too much burnt, and good 
for nothing. 

Vol. II. 
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44. Of the Boutargo and Caviere. 

JDOutargo orPotargo, is the Spawn 
" of a Fifh, which the People of Pomet K 
Provence call the Mullet, very fre¬ 
quent in the Mediterranean!. The bell is that 
which comes from Tunis in Barbary. It is 
likewife made at Martegue, eight Leagues 
from Marfeilles. The reddeft is moil valued. 
They eat it on Fall-Days with Oil Olive and 
Lemon. 

- The Caviere■ or Cavial, which we have, 
comes from Italy,- and is made in feveral 
Parts of the Levant from the Spawn of a 
Filh, which fome have allured me was that 
of a Sturgeon, which I fhall not afl'ert to be 
fo, not knowing it pofitively, I lhall only 
fay this, that they eat a Igrqat deal of it in 
Italy, and little in France, not being fo well 
known, no more than the Boutargo, efpeci- 
ally at Paris. 

Mugil, Cephalus, or the Mullet, 
whereof Boutargo is made, is a Sea Lemery. 
and River Filh, which has a great 
Head, from whence it is called Cephalus, 
which fignifies a Head; the Muzzle is thick 
and Ihort, the Body oblong, covered with 
Scales. They find a Stone in its Head, 
which is called Echinus, or Sphondilus, be- 
caufe it is fet with Prickles. This Filh is 
common in th ^Mediterranean ; it fwims with 
an extraordinary Swiftnefs, and gives fome 
Dillurbance to the Filhermen. It is good 
Meat, and yields Abundance of Oil and 
Phlegm, with fome little volatile and fix’d Salt. 
The Ventricle being dry’d and reduc’d to 
Powder, is proper to Hop Vomiting, and 
ftrengthen the Stomach: This Stone found 
in the Head is very aperitive, and proper to 
diflolve the Stone in the Kidneys and Blad¬ 
der. The Dofe is from half a Scruple to 
two Scruples. The Spawn of the Filh ferves 
to make Boutarg of, which is ufually eat oa 
Fall-Days. . 

45. Of the Shark, or Sea-Dog.. 

HP HIS Filh is call’d by the Spaniards. p QWe( 
Phyburon, by the' Dutch, Haye, 
and by the French , Requiem , becaufe it de- 
L vours 
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voursMen, and fo is theOccafion that Dirges 
are fung over ’em. It is one of the molt glut¬ 
tonous Animals in the World; nothing 
comes amifs to him ; tho’ it be a Log of 
Wood he’ll fwallow it, provided it be but 
greafy, for he fwallows without chewing. 
He is furious and bold, and will throw him- 
felf upon the Shore, and remain on the Land, 
that he may have the Opportunity of catch¬ 
ing the Pafiengers. Sometimes he will bite 
at the very Oars with his lharp Teeth, for 
Rage and Madnefs that he cannot get at the 
Men which are in the Boat. There is found 
in his Head two or three Spoonfuls of Brain 
that is as white as Snow, which being dry’d, 
reduc’d to Powder, and taken in white Wine, 
is excellent for the Gravel. The Reverend 
Father du Tertre has made a long Difcourfe 
of this Animal, to which the Reader may 
have Recourfe. Some have given the Name 
of Tiberon to this Animal, and others that of 
theFilh with two hundred Teeth; and he is 
fo furious, that with one Bite he will fnap 
off the Thigh of a Man. 

Befides thefe Animals, and the Parts where¬ 
of I have treated, we fell, tho’ very rarely, the 
Bone of the Head of the Tiberon ; thofe of the 
Crocodile, Carp, Perch, &c. with the Jaws 
of the Pike ; and, in fhort, the Druggifts are 
permitted to fell all Sorts of Salt-Fifh, either 
Wholefale or Retale. 

Carcbarias , Canis Marinus , or 
Lemery . the Sea-Dog , is an American Fifh, 
that grows to a large Size, fo as to 
be two Ton Weight. It is long and thick, 
cover’d with a rough Skin. The Head is 
very great, and like a Dog’s ; the Mouth 
long and broad, furnifh’d with Abundance of 
triangular Teeth, that are hard and lharp. 
The Eyes are large and round, the Body car¬ 
tilaginous, the Tail about a Foot and a half 
long, forked y the Fins are great, it fwims in 
the deep Sea, but fometimes enters into the 
Mouths of the Rivers to purfue its Prey ; it 
lives on Fifh and Flefh, but is very eager af¬ 
ter that of Man’s Flefh. Johnjlon relates, 
that he found in one of thefe Sea-Dogs a 
whole armed Man. They are of l'everal 
Sizes. Their Flefh is eat, but it is not good. 
The Skin is of great Ufe to feveral Artifts. 
The Head contains in it two or three Ounces 
of Brain, that is very white, The Teeth are 
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us’d to rub Children’s Gums with, to make 
their Teeth cut. 

46. Of Pearl. 

H E Pearls are little round Bo¬ 
dies, that are found both in the Pomet . 
Eaflern and Weftern Seas. There 
are feveral Sorts of ’em, which are more or 
lefs valued, according as they are large, 
round, and of a fine Water, and according 
to the Place from whence they are taken, as 
the following Account will fhew from Mr. 
Tavernier , who in his Travels has made a 
curious Enquiry after them. Thefe Pearls are 
found, fays he, both in the Eaft arid Weftern 
Oceans. And though I have never been in 
America , yet as well for the Reader’s Satisfac¬ 
tion, as that nothing may be omitted, I fhall 
relate all the Parts where the Pearl Filhings 
are, beginning with thofe of the Eaft. Firft 
of all, there is a Pearl Fifhing about the Idle of 
Bahren in the Gulph of Perfia. This belongs 
to the King of Perfia, and therein is a good 
Fortrefs that entertains a Garrifon of three 
hundred Men. The Water which they 
drink in this Ifland, and that of the Coaft of 
Perfia , is like fait Water, and of an ill Tafte, 
and what none but thofe of the Country are 
able to drink. As for Strangers, if they will 
have frefh Water, they muft pay for it; be¬ 
ing only to be had a League or two off, by 
putting to Sea five or fix Perfons in a little 
Veflel, and drawing Water with a Bottle 
from the Bottom of the Sea, where for about 
two or three Foot at the Bottom the Water 
is fweet, and pleafant to drink. When they 
that dive to the Bottom of the Sea to draw up 
this Water have fill’d the Veflel, they give a 
Pull to a fmall Cord, which is tied to one of 
thofe in the Boat, which is the Signal to his 
Comrades to pull him up. 

During the Time that the Portuguefe were 
poflefs’d of Ormns and Mafcate , every Veflel 
that went out to fifh, was oblig’d to take 
from ’em a Paflport, that coft five Abaffis , 
and they kept always feveral Brigantines to 
fink fuch as refufed to take any. But fince 
that the Arabs have retaken Mafcate , and that 
the Portuguefe have no Forces upon the Gulph , 
every Man that fifhes, pays only to theKing 
of Perfia five Abajfis, whether he has Sue- 
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cefs in his Fifhery, or catches nothing at all. about his Neck, and fhew’d it to 
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the Kan 


The Merchant alfo gives fame fmall Matter and all the Company. The Kan would have 
to the King out of every thoufand Oyfters. bought it for a Prefent to the King of Per- 
The fecond Fifhery of Pearls is oppofite fia, and offer’d him two thoufand Tomens, 


to Bahren on the Coaft of Arabia Fcelix , 
near the City of Catifa , which belongs to a 
Prince of the Arabs , with all the Coun¬ 
try thereabouts. All the Pearls taken in 
thofe Parts are moftly fold to the Indies 3 be- 
caufe the Indians are not fo difficult to be 
pleas’d as we, but are eafier impos’d upon. 
They likewife carry fome to Balfara. Thofe 


but it would not do. Since that, I pafs’d 
the Sea with a Banian Merchant, which the 
Great Mogul had fent to that Prince to offer 
him forty thoufand Crowns for that Pearly 
which he would not take. This Story 
lets us fee as to what relates to Jewels 3 thofe 
which are fine are not always brought into 
Europey but rather carried out of Europe into 


that go into Perjia and Mufcovy are fold at Afia , becaufe in all thofe Parts, they fet a great 


Bander-Congo , two Days Journey from Or¬ 
mus. In all the Places I have nam’d, and 
other Places of Afiay they admire the Pearl 
that is more upon the yellow Water, as well 
as the white, becaufe they fay the Pearl , 
with that Water, retains its Livelinefs, and 
will not fade 3 but that the white will not 
laft above thirty Years without lofing its 
lively Colour 3 and not only the Heat of 
the Country, but the Sweat of the Perfon 
that wears them, will difcolour them with a 
bafe yellow. 

Before I leave the Gulph of Ormus , I mult 
beg Leave to give an Account of that ad- 


Price upon precious Stones and Pearls that 
are of an extraordinary Beauty, except in 
China and Japan y where they do not mind 
them at all. 

The next Place, in the Ealtern Parts 
where there is a Filhery of Pearls is, in the 
Sea that beats upon a large Town, call’d 
Manary in the Ille of Ceylon. Thefe are the 
fineft for their Water and their Roundnefs of 
all the other Fifheries, but there are rarely 
any found that exceed three or four Carats 
Weight. There are, moreover, upon the 
Coaft of Japany Pearls of a very fine Water, 
and very large, but uneven or rough 3 but 
mirable Pearly which the Prince of the Arabs they never filh for them, becaufe, as I have 
had, who took Mafcate from the Portuguefe. been faying, the Japoneze do not value 
He took then the Name of Imenediy Prince of Jewels. Although the Pearls which are 
Mafcatey but was call’d before that, Aceph found at Bahren and Catifa are a little upon 
Ben Aliy Prince of Norenvae. It is no other the yellow, they will yield as good a Price 
than a petty Province, but the belt of all as thofe of Manary as I have obferv’d 3 and 
the Arabia Fcelix. There grows every thing throughout all the Eaft, they allow they are 
that is neceflary for human Life, but par- come to their full Maturity, and will never 
ticularly the fineft Fruits, and efpecially change Colour. 

Grapes, whereof they may make excellent I come now to the Weftern Fifheries, 
Wine. This Prince had the fineft Pearl that which are all in the great Gulph of Mexico, 
was in the World 3 not for its Size, for it 
weighed not above twelve Carats, or its per¬ 
fect Roundnefs 3 but becaufe it was fo clear 


along the Coaft of New Spain , and they are 
five in Number, lying in Order, from the 
Eaft to the Weft, as follows. The firft is 
and tranfparent, that you might almoft fee along the Ifle of Cuba , which is not above 
clearly through it. As the Gulph over-againft three Leagues about, and five, or there- 
Ortnus was not above twelve Leagues over abouts, diftant from the Terrafirma. It is 

in fix Degrees and a half of Northern Lati¬ 
tude, and one hundred and fixty Leagues 
from St. DomingOy in the Me call’d FEfpa- 
niola. This is a very barren Soil, and wants 
every Thing, efpecially Water, which the 
Inhabitants are oblig’d to fetch from the 
Terra firma. This Ifland is famous in the 


from the Happy Arabia to the Coaft of Per- 
fitay and the Arabs were at Peace with the 
PerfianSy the Prince of Mafcate came to 
pay a Vilit to the Kan of Ormus , who treated 
him very magnificently, and invited to his 
Entertainment, the Englijh and Dutch , and 
feveral other EuropeanSy of which Number I 


was one. When Dinner was over, the Prince Wefi-Indiesy becaufe it is the Place where 
took this Pearl from a little Purfe that hung there is the greateft Fifhery of Pearls , tho’ 

L a the 
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the largeft of them, exceed not five Carats 
Weight. 

The fecond Fifhery is in the Iile of Mar¬ 
garita that is to fay, the Ifle of Pearls, a 
League from Cuba, which it very far fur- 
pafles in Bignefs. It produces every Thing 
neceflary for Life, only that it wants Water 
as well as Cuba , and they are forced to bring 
it from the River Cumana , near New Cadiz. 
This Fifhery does not yield'the molt Plenty 
of all the Five that are in America, but is 
elteemed the Chief, becaufe the Pearls which 
are found here excel the other in Goodnefs, 
as well for their Water as their Bignefs. One 
of thefe lalt, which I have had in my Pof- 
fe fiion, being fhap’d like a Pear, and of a 
fine Water, weigh’d fifty five Carats, and I 
fold it to Cha Eft Kan, Uncle to the Great 
Mogul. Several Perfons are furpriz’d, and 
wonder why we fhould carry Pearls out of 
Europe into the Eajl-Indies , where they have 
fo many : But they Ihould take Notice that 
in their Fifheries of the Eaft, they do not 
meet with fuch large ones as in the Welt; 
adding to this, that all the Kings and great 
Lords of Afia, will give a greater Price than 
thofe in Europe , not only for Pearls, but all 
forts of Jewels, that have any Thing excel¬ 
lent in them, except Diamonds. 

The third Fifhery is at Comogota , pretty 
near the Terra firma. The fourth is at Rio 
de la Ha cha, along the fame Coaft. The 
fifth and laft is at St. Martha's, about fixty 
Leagues from Rio de la Hacha. All thefe 
three Fifheries, produce pretty large Pearl, 
but for the moll Part they are ill fhap’d, or 
irregular, and of a black or leaden Water. 
As for the Scotch Pearl, and thofe found in 
one of the Rivers of Bavaria, tho’ there 
have been Necklaces of them valued at a 
thoufand Crowns and upwards, yet they are 
not to be equalized with the oriental or oc¬ 
cidental Pearl. Of later Years there has 
been a Fifhery difcovered in a certain Part of 
the Coaft of Japan, and I have feen fome of 
the Pearl which the Dutch have brought from 
thence, that have been of a fine Water, and 
large, but irregular. 

Before I finilh this Chapter, I will give 
you a Remark worth Confideration, in Re¬ 
lation to Pearls, and the Difference of their 
Waters ; fome being very white, fome in¬ 
clining to yellow, and others upon the black, 
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which are, as it were, of a leaden Colour- 
As to thefe laft, they are met with no where 
but in America, and that comes from the 
Nature of the Soil, which is fuller of Mud 
than theEaftern Parts. In the Return of the 
Cargo which the Sieur du Jardin, the famous 
Jeweller, had in the Spanijb Galleons, there 
were fix Pearls, perfectly round, but as black 
as Jet, and which, one with another, 
weigh’d twelve Carats each. He gave me 
•thefe, among other Things, to carry to the 
Eajl-Indies , and fee if I could difpofe of 
them ; but I brought them back again, and 
could meet with no Body that would look 
upon them. As to the Pearls which are in¬ 
clin’d to yellow, that comes from hence, that 
the Fifhermen felling theOyfters in Heaps, 
and the Merchant flaying fometimes four¬ 
teen or fifteen Days before they open them to 
take out the Pearl, fome of thefe Oyfters, du¬ 
ring this Time, do lofe their Liquor, which 
waftes and (links, and the Pearl becomes yel¬ 
low from the Infedlions; which is fo 
true, that all the Oyfters that keep their 
Liquor, or Water in them, are always 
white; but they wait till the Oyfters open 
of themfelves; becaufe if they fhould open 
them by Force, as we do ours here, they 
would go near to endanger and fplit th e Pearl. 
The Oyfters of the Streights of Manar, 
open naturally five or fix Days fooner than 
thofe of the Gulph of Perfia , becaufe the 
Heat is much greater there, which is in the 
tenth Degree of Northern Latitude, than in 
the Ifle of Bahren, which is in the twenty 
feventh ; and therefore among the Pearls 
that come from Manar, there are but few 
yellow ones. In fhort, all the Eaftern Coun¬ 
tries are much of our Minds, in Relation to 
Whitenefs; for I have always made it my 
Obfervation, that they love the whiteft Pearl, 
the whiteft: Diamonds, the whiteft Bread, 
and the faireft Women. 

Margarita, TJniones, vel Per la. 

Pearls are little Scones almoft round, Lemerji 
oval, or fhap’d like Pears, com¬ 
pact, hard, fmootb, White, fhining, and 
of different Sizes, which are form’d in cer¬ 
tain Oyfters, whofe Shells are of different 
Bignefs: But therearefome of them met with¬ 
al that are three or four times as big as the 
Rouen Oyjlers. They fifh for thefe Pearl Oy¬ 
fters in theEaftern and Wellern Ocean, as you 

may 
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may fee at Length in Mr. Tavernier' s Travels. 
[From whence Pomet has given you a Relation . j 
The Antients call’d thefe Pearls Uniones, be- 
caufe they believ’d there never was but one 
in an Oyfter; but they were deceiv’d, for 
we fometimes find feven in a Shell. They 
are bred from a vifcous, or faline, glutinous 
Humour, that is condens’d and putrefied in 
feveral Parts of the Fifh. Inftead of a parti¬ 
cular Part aflign’d for the Generation of Pearl, 
they breed indifferently in all the Parts of 
the Oyfter, but are moft commonly found in 
the large# and be# fhap’d Oyfters rather than 
in others ; tho’ thefe Oylters are as good to 
eat as the common Sort. Sometimes we 
meet with Pearl in Mufcles, and other Shell 
Fifh, as well as in Oylters. All Pearl is 
elteem’d cordial, proper again# Infedtion, to 
recruit and reltore loft Spirits; but their 
chief Virtue is to deftroy and kill the Acids, 
as other Alcalies do, and likewife to corredt 
the Acrimony of the Stomach. Pearl is like¬ 
wife good again# a canine Appetite, a Flux 
of the Belly, the Hemorrhage, &c. The 
Dofe from fix or ten Grains to a Dram. 

47. The Manner of the Pearl breeding 
in the Oylter. 

Pomet. T Know* that on the Authority of 
feveral antient Authors, that were 
not well inform’d in the Nature of thefe 
Things, it is commonly believ’d that Pearl 
is bred from the Dew of Heaven, and that 
there is never above one in a Shell; but Ex¬ 
perience has let us fee the contrary: For 
as to the fir#, the Oyfter never ftirs from 
the Bottom of the Sea, where the Dew can 
never come; and as to the other, it is cer¬ 
tain that there are found from fix to feven 
Pearls in a lingle Oyfter j for I have one in 
my Hands, where there are to ten Pearls , 
that were in the Courfe of Formation. It is 
true, they were not all of the fame Size, for 
they breed in the Oyfter juft as Eggs in the 
Belly of the Hen ; for as the largeft Egg ad¬ 
vances firft to be excluded, the leaft ftay be¬ 
hind, till they have acquir’d their Bignefs; 
fo the largeft Pearl advances firft, and the 
other lefler, not having attain’d to their Per¬ 
fection, remain under the Ovfter at the Bot- 
tom, till they are grown to the Size that 
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Nature has appointed for them ; but we can¬ 
not fay there is a Pearl in every Oyfter, for 
there are feveral open’d in which there are 
none at all. 

The Pearl-Filhing in the Eaft-Indies is 
twice a Year; the firft is in March and Aprils 
and the fecond in Augujl and September \ 
and the Sale of ’em is from June to Novem¬ 
ber. The People are fo poor, _and live fo 
miferably along tlieCoafton th tPerfanGulphy 
that they muft ftarve but for this Fifhery; 
for they have neither Bread nor Rice, and 
eat nothing but Dates and Salt-Fifh; and 
they muft go twenty Leagues in the Coun¬ 
try before they can meet with a Plant. The 
more Rain, there falls in a Year, the better 
the Pearl-Fifhing is. Many have imagined, 
that the deeper in Water the Oyfter is found, 
the Pearl therein is the whiter, becaufe the 
Water is not fo hot, and the Sun finds greater 
Refinance to get to the Bottom ; but that is 
only'a groundlefs Fancy. They fifh from 
four to twelve Fathom deep ; and this Fifh¬ 
ery is upon the Banks, w r here there are fome¬ 
times two hundred Barks, or little Veflels, at 
a Time, in moft of which there is not above 
one Diver, or two at moft. 

Thefe Boats go off every Day from the 
Coaft before the Sun rife, with a Land-Breeze, 
which lafts till ten a-Clock in the Morning, 
and in the Afternoon they return with the 
Sea-Breeze, that conftantly, about eleven or 
twelve at Noon, fucceeds the other. The 
Banks upon which they fifh, are five or fix 
Leagues out at Sea, and when they come 
there, they fifh thus for the Oyfters: They 
tie a Cord under the Arms of thofe that dive, 
of which thofe that remain in the Boat take 
hold of the End. They tie to the great 
Toe a Stone of eighteen or twenty Pounds, 
of which alfo thofe that are in the Boat take 
hold of the End. They have befides a Net 
made like a Sack, whofe Mouth is made 
round like a Circle, that it may keep open, 
and this Net is tied like the reft. Then the 
Diver goes down into the Sea, and as foon as 
he is at the Bottom, where he is quickly by 
the Weight of the Stone, he nimbly unties 
the Stone, which thofe in the Boat draw up 
again. As long as the Diver can hold his 
Breath, he puts the Oyfters into the Net, and 
when he finds he can hold no longer, pulls 
the Cord that is tied under his Arms, which i$ 

the 
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the Signal that he would come up, and thofe they attribute large Virtues; befides other 
that are in the Boat draw him up as quick as imaginary Preparations; as the Arcanum of 
pofiible. Thofe at Manar are more expert Pearl, the Flowers, Spirits, Eflences, Tin- 
at fiflung, and ftay longer in the Water than dtures, and thelike, to pick Fools Pockets; 
the Fifhermen of Bahren and Catifa , for *but the beft and only ufeful Preparation of it, 
they put nothing in their Nofes or Ears to 
keep out the Water, as they do in the Gulph 
of Perjia . 

After they have drawn up the Diver into 
the Boat, they take about half a Quarter of 
?n Hour’s Time to empty the Net of the 
Oyiters. In the mean while the Diver re¬ 
covers his Breath, and returns to the Bot¬ 
tom of the Sea, as before; which he does 
feveral Times for ten or twelve Hours to¬ 
gether, and then returns to Land. To con¬ 
clude this Difcourfe of Pearl, we ought to 
obferve, that throughout Europe they fell by lieve, but becaufe they are on the Infide of 
the Carat , which is four Grains, as well as the Colour and Water of Oriental Pearl , as 
that of the Diamond Weight; but in Afia well as without, efpecially when they are 
they ufe feveral Weights. In Perfia they prepar’d with Aqua Forth. Thefe Shells 
weigh Pearls by the Abas, and an Abas is an ferve for feveral Sorts of fine Works: A 
Eighth lefs than our Carat. In the Indies , great many People preferve and grind them 
efpecially in the Great Mogul's Countries, into Powder, after which they form them 
and in the Kingdoms of Golconda and ViJ'a- into Troches, and fell .them for prepared 


is the Powder well levigated. 


48. 0 /Mother of Pearl. 

TI/ r E bring to Paris great greenifh 

Shells that are rough and un- Pomet. 
even on the Outfide, and of a white, 
inclining a little to be greenifh within, which 
they call, tho’ improperly, by the Name of 
Mother of Pearl ; not becaufe the Pearl is 
bred in them, as a great many People be- 


pour , they weigh by the Rat is, and that is 
alfo an Eighth lefs than the Carat. 

Goa was formerly the Place where the 
great Trade of Afia lay for Diamonds, Ru¬ 
bies, Saphirs, Topazes, and other precious 
Stones. All the Mineralifts and Merchants 
came here to fell whatever was fine from the 
Mines, &c. Here alfo was the great Com¬ 
merce of Pearls from- all Parts of Afia, as 


Pearl. 

The Mater Perlar'um , or Nacre 
de Perles , in Englijh, Mother of Lemery. 
Pearl, is a Kind of Oy Iter, of -- 
which there are feveral Sorts that are within 
of the Colour and Beauty of the oriental 
Peart I have preferved by me one of thefe 
Shells that weighs feventeen Ounces, and is 
as broad as both my Hands. Chufe the 


alfo of thofe from America. As for Africa , whiteft, and of the belt Luftre. They make 
this Sort of Trafick is unknown to them, of thefe Shells Snuff-Boxes, and a great ma- 
becaufe the Women there are contented with ny other fine polifhed Wokrs, that are neat. 
Pieces of Chryftal, or fome Grains of falfe fmooth, and very agreeable to the Eye. 
Coral, Glafs Beads, or yellow Amber, to And likewife grind it to Powder on a Por- 
make Necklaces and Bracelets of. As to phyry, and it is ufedby the Women amongft 
the Pearl we ufually fell, call’d Seed Pearly their Pomatums, for a Fucus to beautify the 
which is for medicinal Ufes, being proper to Face, 
reduce into Powder by the Mortar or Mul¬ 
ler, it ought to be white, clear, tranfparent, 

and true Oriental, reje&ing all other Kinds, 49. Of the Shell of the Sea Snail, 
efpecially the Scotch or Bruffels Pearly it be- Concha Venerea, 

ing nothing but an artificial or counterfeit 

Sort. The Ufe of Pearl is to put in Potions, TTr HAT we call the Sea Snail Shell, 
or other Cordial Compofitions. The La- * ' and the Latins, Concha Vene- 
dies of Quality ule the fine ground Powder rea , is the little white Shell that 
of it, to give a Luftre and Beauty to the is brought from feveral Parts of the 


call'd 


Pomet. 


Face. They make of it likewife, with A- 
cids, Cfc. a Magiftery and Salt, to which 


Eajl 

and Weft Indies , hung in Strings in the Na¬ 
ture of Beads, and big Bunches; fo that in 

a Par 
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a Parcel where there are feveral of thefe 
Bunches, there are more than a thoufand of 
thefe little Shells. The Siamois, Arovar- 
gues, and the People of New Spain, ufe thefe 
little Shells as we do Money here. They are 
us’d in Powder with us as Pearl, of which 
we chufe the leaft and the whitelt. There 
are feveral Sorts of them defcribed by John - 
Jlon, but we have only given the Figure of 
one, which we thought fufficient. 

Concha Venerea, Pourcelaine , or 
Lemery. Pucelage , is a little Sea Snail Shell, 
fomething larger than a Pine Ker¬ 
nel, longifh, white, and fmooth, which is 
brought us from the Indies ,. Itrung feveral 
together like Beads. They ferve the Natives 
there for Money. They make a better white 
than Pearl, and are us’d in Paint for the Face. 
Befides which, they are alcaline, and a good 
Sweetner of the Blood, but are not much 
us’d in Phyfick. 


50. Of the Dog-like Tooth-{hell. 

Pomet. HP HE true Dog-like Tootb-fbell, or 
Dentalium, not' Dentalis, as 
commonly call’d, is a Pipe of about three 
Inches long, thick at one End, and fmall 
at the other, made like a Dog’s Tooth. This 
Pipeis of a greenifh fhining White, adorn’d 
with ftraight Lines that go from one End 
to the other. It is hollow, light, of the Size 
of a Quill at the thick End, and fmaller by 
Degrees, to the other End. 

The true Tooth-Jhell is fo rare, that it was 
never writ of by the Antients ; but Mr. 
Tournefort gave me one, which I have caus’d 
to be delineated among!! the Pearl, which I 
am obliged to pafs by in Silence, and fpeak 
to that which Schroder and feveral oth< ;s have 
mention’d, that it is a fmall hollow Pipe of 
feveral Colours, which is very commonly 
found on the Sea Side, and fold in the Shops 
for the true Dentalium, and which the Apo¬ 
thecaries improperly ufe as fuch in feveral 
Galenical Ccmpofitionst Several likewife take 
the Bone in the Head of a Sea Fifh for the 
true Tooth-Jhell, which fome fuppofe to be a 
little Bone taken out of the Head of a Had¬ 
dock or large Whiting. As to the Virtues 
of this, it is an Alcali, to be us’d as other 
teltaceous Powders. 


51. Of the Antalium, or Entaglia. 

/ 

HTH E true Antalium is as little 

known as the former, fince the Pomet . 

Apothecaries conftantly, for the 
true Antalium, make ufe of a hollow Pipe, 
of different Colours'and Sizes, not exceeding, 
{till, that of a large Quill. Thefe Pipes are 
found at the Bottom of the Sea, and upon 
Rocks, fometimes feparated, and fometimes 
feveral of them together ; they ferve for feve¬ 
ral little Sea-Worms to creep into. And fe¬ 
veral Authors, efpecially Rondelet, an emi¬ 
nent Phyfician of Montpellier, calls thefe 
Pipes, Tubuli Marini . I {hall not flop here 
to relate the long Difcourfe of Renou in his 
Book, but affirm, according to Mr. Tourne¬ 
fort, who is a Man of the greatefl Perfpicuity, 
as well in Plants as Shells, that Europe has 
bred thefe many Years, that the true Anta¬ 
lium is another fort of Pipe, which grows 
likewife at the Bottom of the Sea. This Pipe 
is about an Inch and a half long, and the Big- 
nefs of a large Quill at the thick End, and 
that of a little Quill at the other. It is hol¬ 
low and thick at one End, and {lender at the 
other. As to the Colour it is always white, 
but differently fo, being found of a greenifh 
white, and a more unpolifh’d white, lAc. 
As to the Choice of thefe two Pipes, there 
is no other Difference than to take the true; 
for the Virtue of the Antalium is nothing dif¬ 
ferent from that of the Dentalium , they being 
both Alcalies and Driers. 


52. Of the Umbilicus Marinus. 

W HA L the c f v Z m 't p™*- 

Tf cus Marinus, 1. e. Sea-Navel, 
is the Covering of a Cockle or Sea Snail, 
that is very common in the Mediterranean, 
which Rondelet calls Cochlea Celeta. This 
Lid is tied to one End of the Filh, which 
lodges in a Shell, and when the Animal retires 
into his Houfe, he draws after him the Lid or 
Covering, which {huts the Mouth of the Shell 
fo exadfly, that the Sea-Water cannot enter. 
Rondelet informs us, with Reafon, that the 
true Umbilicus Marinus is a Shell very dif¬ 
ferent from this Covering, which he defcribes 

in 
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in the 38th and 39th Chapter of the fame 
Book ; but Cuftom has decided this Contro- 
verfy in Favour of this Covering, which 
muft be ufed when the Umbilicus Marinus is 
prefcrib’d: It is of different Sizes. That 
which is moft frequently feen is not much 
broader than a Farthing, and of about the 
Thicknefs of a Crown-Piece. It has its De¬ 
nomination from theSimilitude it bears to that 
Part of which it bears the Name. Some in- 
ftead of this ufe the Shell of a Sea-Fifh, call’d 
Narita , of which Mr. Tournefort gives the 
following Account. 

The Hiftory of the Narita is very con¬ 
fus’d in both antient and modern Authors. 
That which Rondelet takes for the Delian Na¬ 
rita , is a Kind of Sea-Snail that is found 
in the Mediterranean, and which the Waves 
caft upon the Sands in the fame Places with 
the Solen. Thefe Snails are as big as the 
Land-Snails, and pretty like them in Shape ; 
but they are much thicker, fmoother, and 
ufually redder within: Outwardly they are 
met with of different Colours. Rondelet allures 
us, that the Sort he fpeaks of are mark’d or 
fpotted with Black, but that this Kind is 
fcarce. I have feen fome all white, others 
that have been of a Rofe-Colour, and feveral 
other Varieties. Together with the Narita 
fome Apothecaries confound a fmall Plant, 
whofe Leaves are round and thick, which 
the Antients call’d Cotyledon , or Umbilicus Ve- 
neris , Navelwort, becaufe the Leaves pretty 
much refemble the Shape of the Navel. This 
Plant is pretty fcarce at Parity but very com¬ 
mon in Languedoc. 

53. 0/Sweet-Hoof. 

Pomet. r T H E Unguis Odor at us, or Sweet- 
•*- Hoof, is likewife the Lid or 
Cover of a certain Shell-Filh call’d Conchy- 
Hum ; this is of different Sizes; but for its 
Shape it refembles the Claws of fome Ani¬ 
mals. It is thin, of a brown Colour, eafy 
to burn, and of an unpleafant Smell, like 
that of Horn, which is quite contrary to its 
Name; and I cannot underftand what Rea- 
fon the Antients cou’d have to call it Unguis 
Odoratus, as well becaufe it has no Refem- 
blance to Hoofs, if it has any to the Claws 
or Talons of any Animal, as becaufe the 


Scent is fo far from being agreeable, that it 
is very ftinking. Diofcorides calls this Co¬ 
vering Unguis, five Onyx : This, lays he, is 
. like to that of the Purple-Fifh. That which 
is found in the Lakes of the Eaft-Indies, a- 
mongft the Spikenard, is of a very pleafant 
Smell, becaufe the Fifh to which it belongs 
feeds on this Plant. This Author prefers that 
which comes from the Red-Sea to that which 
is found on the Coaft of Babylon, which is 
blackifh, and much lefs. They burnt in his 
time one and the other for the Vapours, be¬ 
caufe, fays he, that this Smell comes near 
to that of Cafor ; which confirms what I 
faid, becaufe the Smell of Cafor and the other 
is very difagreeable: Wherefore it Ihould no 
longer be call’d Unguis Odoratus, but only 
Blatta Bizantia, that is of Confantinople. 
As this is very fcarce, they fubftitute in its 
Place the Solen, both Male and Female, 
whereof take this Defcription. 

54. Of the Solen, or Finger-Shell. 

HIS is a Shell of two Pieces, p omet 
that are join’d together at one 
End, from four to five Inches long, and 
from feven to eight Lines in Breadth, hollow 
like a Spout, arched above, thin, fquare at the 
Ends; and which, when join’d together, 
are like a fmall Trunk, or one of thofe Cafes 
wherein they put a Knife and Spoon for the 
Table. Rondelet calls the Male Solen, that 
whofe Shell is bluifh, or of a Slate-Colour, 
and this is agreeable to Jpuleius’s Senti¬ 
ment ; and he calls the Female Solen, that 
which has the white or ruffet Shell, and 
which is generally lefs than the others. 
Thefe two Species are very common in the 
Medite*ranean, fo that I have gather’d them 
upon the Sands in the Ifles of Hieres, and on 
the Coaft of Martigues in Provefice, and in 
Languedoc, on the Coaft of Peraut and Cette. 
They meet with, befides, a Kind of Solen 
on the Coaft of Normandy, whofe Shells are 
white, inclining to purple; but they are 
thicker than thofe of the Mediterranean , and 
about feven Inches long, and about an Inch 
broad. 

Together with thefeShells a fore-mention’d, 
we fell the Infide of the Oyfter-Shells, after 
they have been calcin’d to a Whitenefs, and 

made 
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made into Troches. It is is obfervabkythat’tis from fuch a vaft Variety, we cannot but ad- 
difficult to preferve or keep, thofe Troches mire the Lufus Nature?, the Paftime, or 
whole, becaufe they fall into Powder like Sporting of Nature. 

Lime. Oylter-Shells calcin’d make very Solen, Dattylus, vel Digitus , or 

good Lime, which is the Reafon why the the Finger Shell , becaufe of its Re- Lemery. 
Dutch ufe nothing elfe. Some Authors, as femblance to a Finger, is a fmall 
Etmutter, a German Phylician, fays in a Shell, fomething larger than one’s Finger, 
Treadle of his of Animals, that the Oyfter- and an Inch thick, made up of two Pieces 
Shells burnt are very proper to cure pefti- like the Mufcle, but join’d together at the 
lential Buboes, being applied upon them : He End,.and hollow like a Pipe. This contains in 
obferves, likewife, that they ferve inftead of it a little Fifh of the fame Shape, which when 
Pearl. Belides thefe Shells there are Abun- it would feed, puts the Head out at the End 
dance of others, which I have not mentioned of the Shell that is not join’d together, and 
for three Reafons: The firft, becaufe they draws it in again like the Tortoife. This 
are not ufed. vi Secondly, becaufe I have lit- Fifh is good Meat,-when well wafh’d from 
tie or no Knowledge of them. And, in the the Sand, whereof it is full. The Flefh is a 
third Place, becaufe Mr. Tournefort , who has little vifeous, and it fometimes calls a Light 
the cpmpteateft Knowledge 'ofthefe Curioli- like the Phofphorus. The Shell is alcaline, 
ties, deligns in a little Time to give the Pub- refolutive, drying, opening, &c. being taken 
lick an exadl Account of them, which he inwardly. The Dofe is from half a Scruple 
might do withn great deal of Eafe, as well to two Scruples. They ufe it externally in 
from his great Underftanding, as the large fome Cerats and Ointmenrs, in. the Place of 
Number he has by him, whereof! have Teen the, ■ Dent alium, which is fcarce. 
above three thoufand different Sortsfo that /. * * ' r ' ^ ••. ; , . 
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Of FOSSILS, in General. ' 
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I Underfiand by the Word Fcfiil, every Thing that is found in the Bowels of the 
Earth j as Metals, ^//'Metals, Minerals, Bitumens, Stones, and Earths. 
Now , as my Defign is to begin with Metals,, I fhall . explain myfelf, that by the 
Word Metal, 1 mean a- Body that is hard , of a Subfiance, alike in dib its Parts , that 
may be melted by the Fire, is duStile, and may be extended by the-Hammer, and is 
Vol.-II. M ‘ _ df- 
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Crocus Martis ajlringens. Ibid. 

Cubebs, b. 7, f. 4. < . 

Cucumber-Seed, &c. b. 1. 

Cuminurn, b. 1, f. 10. 

Cumin-Seed Black, b. 1, f. 30. 

Cupel Silver, b. 2, v. 2. c ‘ , ’ 

Curcuma Radix, b. 2, f. 12. •• 

Currans, b. 7, f. 59. - ’”**7 
Cuttle-Fiji) Bone, V. 2. 

Cyclamen, b. 2. - 

Cyprefs round and long, b. 2. 

-D. ( . 

Damajk Raijins, b. 7, f. 58. * " 160 

Dates, b. 7, f. 22. 136 

j Caucus Seed, b. 1, f. 7 4 

Z>^r, v. 2. 256 

Deer Suet. 257 

Dittany, b. 2, f. 21. 41 

Dittany of Crete. Ibid. 

Dittany of Cr#<? in the Leaf, b. 5, f. 1. 82 

Dodder of Time, b. 6, f. 9. 117X 

Doglike-Tooth Shell, v. 2. 303 

Doronicum Romanum, b. 2, f. 16. 38 

Dragon's Blood of the Canaries, f. 28. 193 

Dragon's Blood Counterfeit, f. 29. 194 

Dragon's Blood Indian, b. 8, £. 27, , 193 

Dyers Herb, b. 5, f. 11. 91 

E. 

Eagle, v. 2. 263 

Eagle-Stone. 411 

Earth Bole. 416 

Earth of Cologn. 417 

Earth'Green, v. 2. Ibid. 

Earti) of Japan, v. 2. 414 

Earth Oker. 416 

Earth of Perfia. • 418 


122 Fenugreek-Seed, b.<i, f. 17. 

;22 b. 7, f. 73." '• 

6 Fz/ft G/«^, v. 2. . • \ , 

22 Flores Balauf, b. 6, f. 6. 

3*3 ; Bifnage, b. 6, f. 11. 

0 Croci y b - 6 » f - 3 - 
Groci Spurii, b. 6, , f. 4. 

Epithymi, b. 6, f. 4. 

Herba Trinitatis, b. 6. f. 12. 

Nardi Celtici, b. 6, f. 11. 

Rofarum, b. 6, f. 2i 

Rorifmarini, b. 6, f. 8. 

Safrani, b. 6, f. 5. 

Schcenanthi, b. 6, f. 1. 

Stachadis, b. 6, .f. 7. 

Fceniculum, or the lefs Fennel, b. 1, f. 11. 


11 
166 
285 

114 

Ir 9 
112 

JI 3 
XI 7 

119 

118 

I ID 
Il6 
H4 
HO 

1 15 
7 

Fceniculum Petraum, or Rack Fennel, b. 1, 

f - 4* 3 

Fcenum Burgundiacum, or Burgundian Hay, 


b. 1, f. 18. . 12 

Fol. Abrotani, b. 5. 95 

Abfinthii. Ibid. 

Adianthi, , b. 5 > £ 7 \ 8; 

Alcanet, b. 5. 9^ 

Anil, b. 5, f. 5. r ; i / 89 

. Agrimoriitf, b. 5. , - 95 

Bafilici. ' , / T Ibid. 

Betonice. Ibid. 

Calamint Mountain. Ibid. 

Chamcemeli. Ibid. 

Centaurii. Ibid. 

Cicutce. ,1 Ibid.> 

Cynoglojfe. !.jid. 

Diciamni Crctici, f. i. 82 

HeliotropilTricocci, b. 3, f 1,3. ;',j )2 * 

‘ bi. 


i:: n- d u e>? x. 




Fol. Hypericin b. 5. 

■ Jfatidis, b. 5, f. 11. 
rjMari, b. 5, f. 3. 
j fyjalabathri, b. 5, f. 4. 

, Marrubii. 

Matricaria, b. 3. 

Meliloti. 

Melijfece. 

Mentha. 

Origani. 

Peti, b. 5. f. 14. 

P'olii Montani Alibi, b. 5, f. 2. 
S'cabiofa, b. 5. 

ScordiL-] ^ 

Sente, b. 5, f. 6. . .V 

Soldanella, b. 5, f. 8. 

Thea, b. 5, f. 5. ,r> .0 - 

Thy mi, b. 5. 

Frankincenfe fommon, or Refin of th 
: f. 50. -.7 : 


Frigat Bird, v.,2. , , \ '. 

Fuller’s-Earth, v.,2.', /. .' 

FuJiick-JVood, b. 3^' . 

G. 

Galingal great, b. 2, f. 11. 

. - Small. 

Galls, b. 7, f. 78. .7, 

Gamboge, ,b. 8, f. 5'.' 
Gentian-Root, b. 2, f. 20. 
Germam Black, b. 7, f. 72. , f ; 
German Copperas, b. 2, v. 2. 
German Gold, b. 2, v. 2. 
German Shell-Gold.,} . >. 
Ginger, b. 2, f. 9. .1,. 

Ginger candied. f : . T ,V. > 
Ginger Confedt. laxative . 

GAz/i, b. 5. . < . 

Glycyrrhiza, b.,2, f. ,34, 

Goat, v. 2. 

G^ wild. 

Gold, b. 2, v. 2. 

Goldin the Leaf. 

Gold Powder. 

r « • 

Gold- refin'd. 

Gold Regulus. 

Guqjacum, b. 3, f. 8. 

Gums. Amber liquid, f. 54. 
.Ammoniacum, b. 8, f. 26. 
Araback, b. 8, f. 6. 

Afa foetid a, f. 22, 


. P a g? 

# Y 

✓ * r 

v < 4 

Page 

95 

GtfWJ 1 . Balfam Capivy, f. 51. 

207 

• 91. 

c ' Balm of Gilead, f. 44. 

204. 

r ; 83 

<■ Balfam of Meca$ f. 47'. * ' J t\’ ' C 

205 

Ibid.- 

< Balfam new, f. 53. 

208 

95 

Balfam of Peru , f. 48. 

206 

Ibid. 

Balfam Tolu , f. 52. 

r 208 

Ibid.- 

Benjamin, f. 14. 

*33 

Ibid. 

T Carpo-balfam, f. 43CC 5 •- < v ■ 

205 

' Ibid.- 

c-Xylo-balfam , f. 46. . - < 

Ibid. 

Ibid; 

7 Bdellium , f. 34. 

198 

V 94 

Camphire, f. 13. f 

181 

82 

Cancamum, f. 41.-V ,• • «. ■ 

201 

95 

Car anna, f. 33. 

*97 

Ibid. 

Colophony , f. 58', ■>'-< 

212 

88 

Dragon’s Blood, f. 27, 28. 

*93 

85 

Elemi , f. 30. 

*95 

84 

Englifi) Gum , f. 9. 

180 

95 

Euphorbium , f. 36. 

196 

ne-Tree, 

210 

Galbanum, f. 23. 

189 

Gamboge, f. 5. 

178 

, f. 37 - 

Lac, f. 42. 

202 

200. 

T Manna, f. 1, 234. 

J 73 

264 

Manna of Frankincenfe. 

201 

418 

Myrrh Abyffine, f. 20. r ’ 

187 

70 

Myrrh liquid. 

188 


Mocha Frankincenfe. 

200 

34 

Olibanum , f. 37. 

Ibid. 

ibid. 

1 Opopanax, f. 25./' 

191 

17 1- 

> Pajliles, {. 1$. - 

186 


Rezin, & c. f. 57. 

210 

40 

Sarcocol, f. 35. 

198 

166 

Senega, f. 10. 

180 

344 

Storax, 5, 6. 

185 

337 

Tacamahaca, f. 31. 

196 

Ibid. 

Tragacanth, f. 12. 

181 

3 2 

Turick, f. 7. 

180 

33 * 

Turpentine, f. 55. 

209 

Ibid. . 

Vermicular, f. 8. 

180 

103 

51 

Gun-Powder, v. 2. 

H. 

396 

257 

Hamech ConfedUon, b. 7, f. 80, 

172 

258 

Hart,v. 2. 

256 

3°6 

Hart’s Eafe, b. 6, f. 13. 

ji 9 

3 °7 

Hellebore white, b. 2, f. 15. 

37 

Ibid.. 

. Black. s . . .. . 

38 

308 

Hermodadlyles, b. 7, f. 19. 

133 


3.07 Hippolapathum rotundifolium, Ballard RJm- 
65 barb, b. 2. ■ - 28 

209 Honey, v. 2. 267, 269 

192. Hoiiette, b. 7, f. 51, ... ' . v * 154 

179 Hyacinth. . < 399- 

189 Hypqcifiis, b. 9, f. 6. .*• *f 220 

' Jade-forte 



N 


. 1 £• .1 ’> 


Jade-Stone. 

Jalapium Jalap, b. 2^ f.5. 
Jafper. .1 /'• 

JaJfamine-Wood, b. 3. 

v. 2. 

'/nw Pitch , V. 2. .; t . t 

Imperatoria, b. 2, f. 19,; .. 

Indian Earth , v. 2. 

Indian Ink. 

Indian Leaf,\ b. 5, f. 4. 

Indian Wax, b. 8, f. 43. 

Indigo, b. 5, f. 9. 


'iV V'- o 


Page 

.I’Vit) 

405 

29 

405 

61 

387 

Ibid. 

40- 

418 

395 
83 
204 
89 


■ .‘t 


.« 
» • 


Ipecacuanha, or Ipecacuanct- Root, b, 2, f. 1. 


# • ‘A *1 t — 

Ipecacua7ia white. 

Iris Alba Florentina, b. 2, f. io« 
Iron, b. 2, v. 2. . •» ■ 

Iron in Bars. 

Iron in the Gad. 

Iron Ore. 

Iron Plates. . • ,7 

Ijinglafs, v. 2. 

Jubes, b. 7. f. 60. . _ . 
Jujubes, b. 7, f. 20. 

/zwj, v. 2, v . 

K. 

Kali, or Kelp, b. 5, f. 20. 


L v. 

. I , 


.024. 

Ibid. 

34 

316 

Ibid. 

3 *7 

216 

3 X 7 

285 

161 

*34 

248 

101 


Kermia /Egyptiaca Mujk-Seed, b. 1. f. 24. 15 
King of Fruits, b.y, f. 49.;; . 152 

Kinquini, b. 4, f. 6. <■ ' 76 

T L. 

Labdanum liquid, v. 2. 258 

Lack fine, &c. b. 1. 18 

Lapis JEtites. 411 

Lapis Armenus. 404 

Lapis Amiantus. 412 

Lapis Bufonites. 411 

Lapis Caliminaris. 365: 

Lapis Cobalt . 412 

Lapis Hamatites. 366 

Lapis Hyacinthinus. 399 

405 

Lapis jajpis. Ibid. • 

Lapis Infemalis, b. 2, y. 2. 314 

Lapis Judaicus. 408 

Lapis Lazuli. 403 

Lapis Lyncis. 408 

Lapis Mtrabilis, b. 2, v. 2. 350 

Lapis Niphriticus . 405 

Lapis Nauticus . 365 

Lapis OJleocolla. 413 


E X.I 

/-> , O 

Lapis Prunella . 

Lapis Pumicis . 

Lapis Rubinus. 

Lapis Smaragdus. 

Lapis Topazius. 

Lead Ore, b. 2, v. a 
/« 

/# Powder « 

Lead Burnt. 

&S# Red. 

Lead White. [\ . .a 

Magijlery. 

Lead Vinegar. 

Lentifcus, the Lentijk-Tree, b. 3, f. 5 
Let on, b. 2, v. 2. ... ", v r 

Levant Nut, b. 7, £.26'. 

Lignutn Aloes, b. 3, f. 1. 

Lignum Afpalathum, f. 2. 

Lignum Brafilianum, b. 2, f. 11. 

Lignum Coccigria, b. 3, f. 13. 

Lignum Guajaci, b. 3, f. 8. 

Lignum Indicum, b. 2, f. 12. 

Lignum Juniperi, b. 3, f. 10. 

Lignum Lentifci, b. 3, f. .5. 

Lignum Libani Cedri, f. 9, 

Lignum Niphriticum, f. 4. 

Lignum Sant alum, f. 3. - .<• -*-■ 

Lignum SaJJafras, f. 7. 

Liquorice, b. 2, f. 34. 

Litharge Natural and Artificial, b. 2, v. 2. 

c v .'I f' > 

Load-Jlone, b. 3, v. 2. ' •< 

Logwood,’b. 2, f. 12. 

Luzerne, b. 1, f. 18. 

Lycium the French Berry, b. 1, £ 21. 

;, M. •< • ' •' • 

Macedonian Parfiey Seed, b. 1, £ 3. 2 

Mahalep, or the Wild Cherry, b. 1, f. 20.13 
Madder Root, b. 2, f. 30. • • • <■ 48 

Magijlery of Bifmuth , b. 2, v. 2 . 333' 

Magijlery of Antimony. 363 

Magnes, b. 3, v. 2. 367 

Maiden-hairs, b. 5, f. 7, 87 

Man's Greafe, v. 2. 229 

Mandrake Male or Female, b. 4, f. 7 & 8. 79 
Manna, b. 8, f. 1, 2. 173 

Manna of Brianfon, b. 8, f. 3. Ibid. 

Manna liquid, b. 8, f. 4. Ibid. 

Manna of Frankincenfe, b. 8, f. 39. 201 

Marcafites, b. 2, v. 2. 312 

Mars Diaphoretick, b. 2 , v. 2 . 319 

Mars cryfaliz'd. * 318 

Mars 


Page 

377 

410 

402 

401 

400 

35 1 

352 
Ibid. 
Ibid. 
Ibid. 

353 

355 

356 

% 

337 

138 

5 » 

59 

53 

7 ° 

65 

53 

67 

% 

66 

62 

61 

64 
51 


354 

3 6 5 

53 

12 


E X, 


I N D 


Mars in TinBure or Syrup. 

Page 

3 i 8 

Oil of Almonds , b. 7, f. 44. 

Page 

149 

AJlringent Syrup or Tindlure, 

3 l 9 

0/7 of Antimony. 

363 

Marum , b. 5, f. 3. 

83 

Oil of Balm , b. 7. 

136 

Maferwort , b. 2, f. 19. 

40 

0 / 7 of b. 7, f. 57. 

*59 

Majlickwood , b 3, f. 5. 

6 3 

0/7 of j&y/, b. 7. 

144 

Majlick in Tear. 

Ibid. 

0/7 of Cinnamon, b. 4. f. 2. 

73 

Majlicot, b. 2, v. 2. 

354 

0/7 of Citron, b. 7, f. 46, 

149 

Medica Legitima , b. t, f. 18. 

12 

0/7 of Mars, b. 2. v. 2. 

318 

Medicinal Stone, b.3, v. 2. 

350 

0/7 of Mercury. 

33 * 

Mechoacan , b. 2. f. 6. 

29 

0 / 7 of Olives, b. 7, f. 53. 

*55 

-or Rhabarbarum 

0/7 of Petre or Gabiati, v. 2, 

395 

Album Indicum , b. 2. 

30 

0/7 of Sugar, b. 2. 

56 

Mentha Hortenfis Corymbifera , b. 2. 

32 

0/7 of Tartar, b. 7. 

164 

Mercurial Panaccea 

329 

Oil of Turpentine, b. 8. 

209 

Mercurial Precipitate, Green and Yellow. 231 

Oil of Vitriol. 

343 

Mercurial Precipitate, White and 7 JW. 

33 ° 

Olibanum, b. 8, f. 37. 

200 

Mercurius dulcis, b 2, y. 2. 

329 

Olives, b. 7, f. 52. 

*55 

Mercurius Vita, b. 3, v. 2. 

363 

Opium, b. 9, f 3. 

216 

Mejlick Cochinealy b. 1, f. 25. 

15 

Opobalfamum , b. 8, f. 45. 

205 

Meum, b. 2, f. 24. 

43 

Opontium CardaJJe, ox Cochineal, b. i, f. 25. 16 

MillepedeSy v. 2. 

283 

Oranges, b. 7, f. 48. 

* 5 * 

Millet- feed, b. r. 

I I 

Orcanette Root, b. 2, f. 29. 

47 

Mithridate , v. 2. 

281 

Omithogalum Maritimum, b. 2, f. 32. 

50 

Mofs of Human Skull , v. 2. 

229 

Orpiment, b. 3. v. 2. 

368 

Mummies, v. 2. 

225 

Orrice Florentine, b. 2, f. 10. 

34 

Mujk Cat or GW/, v. 2. 

238 

Orvietan, v. 2. 

280 

Myrobalans Bellerick, f. 35. 

142 

Oryza or Rice, b. 1, f. 1. 

16 

Chebulick, f. 34. 

141 

Ojlrich, y. 2. 

261 

Citron, b. 7, f. 32. 

141 

Ojy?*r Pearl, v. 2. 

301 

Emblick, f. 36. 

142 

P. 


Indian, f. 33. 

141 

Palm Oil, b. 7, f. 23. 

136 

Myrtle Berries, b. 1, f. 22. 

*4 

Pa name Tree, b. 3, f. 4. 

64 

N 

Panthers Bane, b. 2, f. 17. 

39 

Naphtha , v. 2. 

393 

Pareira Brava, b. 2. 

37 

Naphtha of Zta/r. - 

194 

.FW/ 7 , v. 2. 

298 

Napus, Navow-feed, b. 1, f. 14. 

9 


302 

Nardus Celtica, b. 6, f. 10. 

118 

Pedicularis Herba, b. 1, f. 23. 

*5 

Narwal, v. 2. 

286 

Pellitory Root, b. 2, f. 27. 

46 

Neapolitan Ointment , b. 2, v. 2. 

324 

Peony, b. 2. 

52 

Nephritick Wood, b. 3, f. 4. 

62 

Pepper of America, f. 7. 

123 

Nephritick Stone. 

405 

Pepper Black, f. 2. 

i2r 

Nejls of certain Birds , v. 2. 

265 

Pepper Long, f. 6. 

123 

Nitre, b. 3, v. 2. 

374 

Pepper Long Black, f. 8. 

Ibid. 

iV/V/v multed. 

37 6 

Pepper Guinea, f. 9. 

124 

Nitre Spirit. 

Ibid. 

Pepper Thevet, f. 5. 

122 

Nitre Vitriolated. 

379 

Pepper White, b. 7, f. 1. 

121 

Nutmeg, b. 7, f. 12. 

127 

Perigueur, b. 3, v. 2. 

368 

Nux Vomica, b. 7, f. 25. 

*37 

Peruvian Bark, b. 4, f. 6. 

79 

O 

Petrofelonum Macedonicum , b. 1, f. 3. 

2 

Oak, b. 7, f. 76. 

169 

Phojphorus. 

409 

Oker, v. 2. 

414 

Pine Apple, b. 7, f. 49. 

152 

0 / 7 ^ Acorns, b. 7, f/77, 

171 

Pine Kernels Indian, b. 7, f. 39. 

*44 

voi, n. 

Dd 

Pine 




I 


I N 

D 

EX. 



Page 

<SW/ Gem, b. 3, v. 2. 

Page 

Pine Kernels white , b. 7, f. 40. 

145 

37 1 

Pijlachia Nuts , b. 7, f. 42. 

*47 

Stf/ PolychreJl, b. 2. v. 2. 

37 8 

Pixacantha , or the yellow Berry, b. 1, f. 21. 14 

Salfaparilla Root, b. 2, f 31. 

49 

P<?< 4 y Mountain , b. 5, f. 2. 

82 

Salt Common. 

373 

Polypody of the Otfi, b. 7. 

171 

Salt Petre. 

374 

Pomegranate wild , b. 6, f. 6. 

114 

Salt Petre melted. 

376 

Pompholix , b. 2. v. 2. 

337 

Salt purified. 

373 

P<tf AJhes , b. 5. f. 20. 

101 

Salt Spirit. 

Ibid: 

Prunes and Brunelles, b. 7, f. 74. 

168 

Salt of Baum, b. 5. 

95 

Pumice Stone. 

410 

Ban, b. 5. , 

Ibid. 

Byrites , b. 2. v. 2. 

350 

Salt of Carduus, b. 5. 

Ibid. 

. Q. 


Centaury. 

Ibid. 

Shiercus Vulgaris, b. 7, f. 76. 

169 

Iron or Mars, b. 2, v. 2. 

3 i 3 

£>uich grafs, b. 2. 

52 

Mugwort. 

95 

Quickfilver , b. 2, v. 2. 

320 

Rofemary. 

Ibid. 

R. 


Sage. 

Ibid. 

Raifins , b. 7, f. 60. 

161 

Scurvy-grafi. 

Ibid. 

PtfW, v. 2. 

255 

The Sea. 

272 

feed, b. 1. f. 15. 

10 

Succory. 

95 

Rape 0/4 

Ibid. 

Vipers , v, 2. 

272 

Ratsbane , b. 3, v. 2. 

3 6 9 

Wormwood. 

95 

Rejin of Jalap, b. 2. 

29 

Sambarame Wood, b. 3. 

71 

Rhinoceros, v. 2. 

249 

Sanders Wood, b. 3, f. 3. 

61 

Rhubarb, b. 2, f. 4. 

26 

Sandix, b. 2, v. 2. 

354 

American 

26 

Sandiver, b. 5. 

102 

Bafiard. 

28 

Santo line or Xantoline Seed, b. 1. 

, f. I. r 

Monks. 

26 

Sapphirs. 

401' 

Pontick. 

28 

Saffafras Wood,b. 3. f. 7. 

64 

Rice, b. 1, f. 16. 

10 

Saxifraga Saxifrage Seed, b. 1, 

f. 9. 5 

Ricinus Americanus, b. 7, f. 40. 

*45 

Scammony, b. 9, f. 1 

214 

Ris or Rice, b. 1. f. 16. 

11 

Scammony of Smyrna,{. 2. 

Ibid. 

Gtwz 1 , v. 2. 

260 

Scarlet Grain or Kermes Seed, b. 

1, f. 26. 18 

Rofeof Jericho, b. 1, f. 28. 

20 

Schcenanth, b. 6, f. 1. 

no 

P<?/« of Provins, be. b. 6 , f. 2 

no 

Scilia, b. 2, f. 32. 

50 

Rofevjood, b. 3, f. 2. 

59 

Colewort or Sea Bindweed 

88 

Rofemary, b. 6, f. 8. 

116 

Sea Cow , v. 2. 

288 

Roucoe or Rocoe, b. 9, f. 8. 

222 

5 W Cnz 4 , v. 2. 

296 

Rubia Tin hi or urn, b. 2, f. 30. 

48 

Z)^, v. 2. 

292, 297 

Ruby. 

402 

<SV,3 Horfe. 

288 

Rufma, b. 3, v. 2. 

368 

Sea Hog, v. 2. 

294 

S. 

5*0 b. 5, f. 17. 

97 

Saffron, b. 6 , f. 3. 

112 

Skink, v. 2. 

280 

Saffron Bajlard. 113 , 

, 114 

Sebefteties, b. 7, f. 21. 

*35 

Saffron of 'Mars, or Crocus Mart is ,b. 2, v.2. 317 

Semen Agni CaJli, b. 1, f. 19. 

12 

Saffron of Mars AJlringeut 

3 l8 

Semen Ameos, b. 1, f. 5. 

3 

Saint Lucy's Wood, b. 3. 

70 

Semen Anifi, b. 1, f. 12. 

7 

Sal Armoniack natural, v. 2, 

250 

Semen Avignon, f. 21. 

*3 

Artificial. 

Ibid. 

Semen Carui, b. 1, f. 8. 

5 

Purified. 

Ibid. 

Semen Cerafi fylvejl. Mcthalep, Jf. 

20. 13 

Spirit, v. 2. 

252 

tew Chouan, b. 1, f. 2. 

2 

iSW Armoniack fix’d Salt, 

Ibid. 

Coriander, f. 13. 

9 

Sal Antifebrilis , 

373 

Semen Cumini, f. 10. ' 

6 

Semen 


I 


N D E X. 


Page 

Semen Daucl Cretici, &c. f. 6. 4, 5 

Semen Fenugrceci , f. 17. 11 

Semen Fceniculi, f. 11. ibid. 

Semen Fceni Burgundiaci, b. 1. f. 18. 26 

Semen Mofchi, f. 24. 15 

Napi, f. 14. 9 

Semen Napi dulcis, f. 15. 10 

Semen Opontii, f. 15. 25 

Semen Pretofelini Macedonia, b. 1, f. 3. 2 

Semen Santonici, f. 1. 1 

Semen Saxifragiee, b. 1, f. 9. 5 

Semen Sefelios, b. 1. f. 4. 3 

Semen Stavifagriee, b. 1, f. 23. 14 

Semen Thlafpios, b. 1, f. 6. 4 

<S<?kk, b. 5. f. 6. 85 

Serpentaria Virginia Snake-Root, b. 2, f. 3. 26 
Shagreen, v. 2. 260 

Shamoy, v. 2. Ibid. 

Sharks v. 2. 297 

Sheep, v. 2. 255 

5 A?// of the Sea-Snail. 302 

Siberia Wood of the Philippine Ijtes, b. 3. 71 

Silk-Worms, v. 2. 281 

b. 2, v. 2. 313 

& 7 m- by the Cupell. Ibid. 

Silver Cryjlals . Ibid. 

57 /m- Fin klure. 314 

Smalt) v. 2. 404 

Smi lax Afpera Peruana, b. 2. f. 31. 49 

b. 7, f. 54. 157 

Solanum Mexicanum, he. b. 2, f. 5. 29 

or Finger-Shell. 304 

5 <?ry, b. 2. v. 2. 343 

Sow Metal, b. 2. v. 2. 316 

• • 408 

Specacuanha Root, b. 2, f. 1.. 24 

Spelter) b. 2, v. 2. * 313 

Sperma Ceti, v. 2. . 284 

Spice fine, b. 7. f. 3. 122 

Spignel Root, b. 2. f. 24. 43 

Spicknard Wild , b. 2, f. 33. 50 

Spicknard Indian) b. 6, f. 10. 118 

Spirit of Vitriol, b. 2, v. 2. 345 

Spodium, v. 2. 248 

Spunge, b. 5, f. 18. 99 

Spurge, b. 2, f. 13. 36 

Squills, b. 2, f. 32. 50 

and b. 5, f. 19. 100 

Starch or Amylum, b. 1. 11 

Stavefacre, or Staphfagria, b. 1, f. 23. 14 

Stouhas of Arabia, b. 6, f. 7. 115 

Steel, b. 2, f. 2, 317 
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Stiptick Water, b. 2. v. 2. 346 

Stiptick Water of Mr. Faveur. 347 

Storax Red, Cane, Liquid, f. 15, 16, 17 

184, 5, 6 


Sublimate Corrofive, b. 2. v. 2. 

329 

Sublimate Sweet. 

Ibid. 

Sugar Cane, b. 2, v. 37. 

53 

Sugar made, b. 2, f. 34. 

58 

Sugar Royal. 

55 

Sugar Brown. 

Ibid. 

Sugar Candy, 

Ibid. 

Sugar of Barley, he. 

Ibid. 

Sugar Plumbs. 

56 

Sugar Spirit and Oil. 

Ibid. 

Sugar of Lead, b. 2, v. 2. 

355 

Sulphur. 

390 

Flowers. 

Ibid. 

Salt. 

39 i 

Milk . 

Ibid.. 

Spirit. 

Ibid. 

Balfam. 

Ibid. 

Sulphur vive. 

393 - 

Sulphur Mineral. 

Ibid. 

Sweet Hoof, v. 2. 

T. 

304 

Facamahaca, f. 31. 

136 

Tamarinds, b/7, f. 31. 

140 

Tamarijk, b. 3, f. 6. 

64 

Tar, b. 8, f. 57. 

212 

Tartar b. 7, f. 61. 

162 

Tartar, Chalibeated. 

163 

Tartar Cryjlals. 

162 

Tartar diJlilUd. 

164 

Tartar Emetick. 

Ibid. 

Tartar Soluble Calib. 

i6 3 

Tartar Stone. 

165 

Tartar Tinfture. * 

Ibid. 

Tartar Vitriolate. 

Ibid. 

Tartar volatile Salt. 

Ibid. 

Tea, b. 5. f. 5. 

84 

Terebinthina, b. 8. f. 55.. 

209 

77 mz Ampelites, v. 2, 

393 

77 mz Japonic a, v, 2. 

414 

77 m? Sigillita 

4 i 5 

Terra Saponaria. 

418 

Tbapfia Turbith, b. 2. 

3 i 

_ Block 

Ibid. 


Thlafpi, or Treacle Mufard, b. J, 

f. 6. 4 

Thor a, b. 2, f. 17. 

39 

408 

Thunder Stone. 

Thymelaa foliis Uni, b. 2, f. 14. 

37 

77 k, b. 2, v. 2, 

33 J * 

Tin 
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Ibid. 
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411 

94 
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43 
290 
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' 7 ?« in Leaves. 

Tin in Powder. 

Tin Diaphoretick. 

Tiu-glafs, Natural. 

Tin-glafs, Ordinary. 

Tin-glafs, or Spelter, b. 2, v. 2. 

Tindiure of Antimony, 

Tindture of Silver, b. 2, v. 2. 

T'mfel, b. 2, v. 2. 

Toad-St one. 

Tobacco, b. 5, f. 14. 

Toothpick-Flower, b. 6, f. 11, 

Topaz-Stone. 

'TormentiI-Root, b. 2, f. 25. 

Tortoife, v. 2. 

Tragacanth Gum,' f. 12. 

Treacle by D’Aque, v. 2. 

Treacle-Water, Charas. 

Treacle-Muftard, call’d Thlafpi, b. I. f. 6. 4 

Trefoil of Burgundy, b. 1, f. 18. 12 

Tripoly, v. 2. 418 

Troches Ciphi, v. 2. 281 

Tunny-Fljl), v. 2. * 293 

Turbith mineral, b.2, v. 2. / 326 

TurickGum, f. 7. 180 

Turmerick, b. 2. f. 12. 35 

Turnefol in Linen, Cotton, &c. 18 

Turnefol in &c. b. 5. 92, 33 

Turpentine, b. 8, f. 55. * 209 

Turpethum, Turbith-Root, b. 2, f. 7. 80 

Tutty, b. 2, v. 2. 341 

Tythymal, b. 2, f. 14. 38 

V. 

Valerian Root, b. 2, f. 23. '42 

Vanilla's, b. 7, f. 16. 131 

Varnijh, b. 8. f. 59. 213 

Vegetable Salt, b. 7. f. 63. 163 

Venetian Talck. 406 

Venice-Treacle, v. 2. 278 

Veratrum fore fubviridi, or Hellebore, 


E X. 

b. 2, f. 15. 

Verdigrife, b. 2. v. 2. 

Verdigrife Cry/lalliz’d. 

Verdigrife of the Mountain, or 
Vermichilli or Vermicelli, b.' 1, 
Vermicular Gum, f. 8. 

Vermilian, b. 2, v. 2. 

Vipers, v. 2. 

Virgin Milk, b. 8. f 19. 

Virginia Snake Root, b. 2, f. 2. 
Vitex the Tree, b. I. 

Vitriol Enghjh. 

Vitriol Hungarian. 

Vitriol ok Luna, v. 2, 

Vtriol ok Mars , 

Vitriol Roman, ■ 

Ultra-marine. 

Umber, v. 2. 

Umbilicus Marinus . 

Unicorn, v. 2. 

Unicorn Hart, v. 2. 

Unicorn Sea, v. 2. 

Vomiting Nut, b. 7, f. 25. 

Vulture, v, 2. 

W. 

Indian, v. 2. 
and Green. 

Whale v* 2* 

WhildCherry call’d Mahalep, b. I. 

or Bajlard Vine, b. 2. 

Willow Chaji or Agnus Caufus, b. 1. 
Winter Bark, b. 4. 

Worm Powder, or Worm-Seed, b. 1 

Y. 

Yellow Berry, b. 1, f. 21. 

Z. 

Zaffre, b. 3, v. 2. 

Zerumbeth and Zedoary, b. 2. 

Zinck, b. 2, v. 2. 

Zinck Natural or Mineral, b. 2, v. 
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r 37 

263 

272 
Ibid.' 
284 
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